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HE Proceedings againft Jane Wenham having made fo 
| great a Noife in the whole County, and occafioned fo 
many varios Reflections, and the whole Courfe of the Tm 
Occurrences having been all along very firange and furprizing, | 
: was though roper to draw up the following Account of them, | 

oth for the ifireadtion of the World, and the Vi indication of i 
the Perfonis more immediately coneerned in this Profecution ; efpe- 

_ cially fince fome People have thought fit, ina Public Manner, to 

_  exprefs their Wonder, that Twe Divines * fhould concern them- 
> Selves in a Thing of this Nature, as if detecting the moft Ab- 
Be ftrife, aud Hidden Works of the Devil, and bis Spiteful ord 
E00 Malicious Vaffals, were a Bufine{s wholly Foreign to, and in- 

confiftent with, the Duty of 2 Minifter of Chritt. 

t is bumbly hoped, that every Impartiat Reader will be at « 
calt fo far fatisfied with this Narrative, as to own there was \@ 
nee Reafon for this Profecution; than either the Knavery ow ‘yf 
olly of the Promoters. that what we faw with our Eyes, and | 


Pa. 


beard with our Ears, was at leaft very extraordinary, and ju- i 
ftifted 4 Stritt and Solemn Enquiry, even by the Fudge, into 0 
many and fo ftrange Mytteries of Iniquity. 

|». When we far a poor Cripple, not only Arife and Walk, bit 
with 2 prodigions Swittnels; when we beard ber complain 
“3 pee ana with Tears, of rhe exeeffive Torments fhe was 
under, the Threatning of a wicked Neighbour, and 
bis without the leaft Reafon to Sufpectt any Cheat rick, the 
4 er fon being wholly uncapable of carrying on {uch a°Defign, 


“Phe Reverend Mr. Gardiner, Ryestor, of Walkernc, and 
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e being to be ained to by 
when I fay we all this, and a of concurrent 
cumftanccs, all tending to increafé and confirm our Sufpicions ail 
we thought it bigh Time to beftir ourfelves, if by any Means am 
we might bring the Truth to Light; although 1 muft needs fay, 
| we did not expedt to be able to bring fuch clear Proofs as were 
produced in , which were almoft all that could be expected 
in {uch a Cafe, where all the World knows that the Evidence | a 
muft a'great Meafure Circumftantial only; and that we 
(ould bring pofitive Witneffes to 2 Contract with the Devil, is 
unreasonable for others expe, as it is impoffible for ws to 
: Bus what did it fignifie for us to bring what Evidence the 
Matter would bear, when there were thofe who bad beforehand =m 
refolved to believe nothing at all of it, let the Proof be what ig ™ 


would ? Some of thefe flow Believers did afterwards acknow- Tm 
ledge themfclves furprizingly couvinced, their Prejudices giving 
en Way to the Teftimony of stheir a and Senjes: But it feems % 
it was elferwhere expecied, that the Witch fhould turn @ 
{elf into a Cat, that Cat into a Dog, that Dogintoa Bear, 
that Bear into a Lion, and that Lion into an‘O]4 Woman 
again, ‘and then it might have been believed fhe was 
uilty. 

The Number Credit of the Witnelfis she wele fuérn, the 
Harmony between ’em, together with the Confideration, 
that fome of them were pas Strangers to the Prifoner, as well 
as to the pode Girl, till even the Time of their feeing what they + 

attefted ; and that the others could have no Reafon to -put shem- 
e felves to fo much Trouble and C barge where nothing could be 
by it, bit the’ Guilt of combining to take away a poor 
Neighbour’s Life. Thefe put tagetber, with the Unaccounta- 
blenefs of fome of the Fatis, unlefs folved by Witchcraft, bave, 
doubt not, fatisfied that know them Perfonally, and beard 
_ the Tryal ; and as for others that [hall read this Narrative, I ~ 9 
mujt farther acquaint them, that the come. Account is part- “am 

ly collected out of the Depofitions or Informations taken againf( 
Jane Wenham spon Oath, before Sir Henry ang 
afterwards delivered in to she Clerk of the Affize; and partly ——& 
an Account of every Thing remarkable that pa/s'd, befides what ™ 
is in the Iffarmations, both during the Time of her Examination 
before the Fuftice who committed her, and at her Tryal, And ~~ 
for the Truth of this Part of the Relation, I appeal to the many’ ~ 
Eye-Wine [Jes of thofe firange Paffages, for thele Things were 
not done in a Corner. — 


4 
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rhive were feveral Gentlemen who would not believe shar there 
are any Write s Since the Time of our Saviour Chrift, who came 
deftroy the Works of the Devil : All Ifhall fay totbefe Argu- 
Biers is, that they would do.well to remember, that St Paul, in 
bis Epiftles to the Galatians, C. Ve T9520. exprefly names 
the Works of the Fle Idolatry and Witchcraft, mbich 
Bee certainly be would never have done if all Power bad been taken 
Beet from the Devil to affift bis Servants in Practices of this Black, 
4 truly Diabolical, Nature ; to fay nothing of the == sg 
Poidenc to be found in many Authors of Inftances of Witch. 
craft committed jong’ fince in our own Nation, and others, 
Mme particularly that of the Witches of Warbois in Huntingdon- 
shire, of which there is 2 ccnftant Commemaration every 
me Day, in 2 Sermon preached at Huntingdon, by fome one of the Ti 
on of Queen’s-College in Cambridge, pon the Subject of } 
hall baffen to my intended Narrative, after baving 
taken Notice, that fince the Condemnation of this Jane Wenham, 
Me and ber being repricved for fome Time by the Judge, not only Wie 
Anne Thorn, the Principal Sufferer, but alfo another, named 
Mee Anne Street, of the fame Town of Walkerne, lye in a very dif- Tie 
Me. mal Condition, and whenever they can {peak, continue to cry ont im 
Wenham as the Author of all their Torments ; of 
eb the Reader may expe to bear more toward the Conclafion 
of thefe Papers. | 
3 «=—s_sIn the mean Time I once again declare, that in all Parts of im 
his Account the ftritieft Regard fhalt be bad for the Truth, | 
Bees and that nothing will be here inferted but what may be depended “7 
upon as fuch. And I defire no Favour. if found Gualty of al 


og Infincerity. | 
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Againft JANE WENHAM for 
itcheraft, 


va T often falls out, that by the Over-ruling Providerice 
{- im of Almighty God, the moft Hidden and Private 
ut are difcovered by the-very Means 
of fe coconceal them, and fo it happened to Jane W enbam: 
yn One Chapman, a Farmer at Walkerne, had long en+ 


b, Gimon’d by the Witchcrafts of this Woman, and thought 
Wat he himfelf had fuffér’d by them,to the Value of 
of (mp afhort Time; but not being able to prove any Thing 

Wipon her, he did not inform againft her, but waited till 


faecting her. And {oon after an Accident fell out, which 
its Confequences brought: on this Profecution ; I fhall 
late it in the very Words of the Information of Matthew 
tifton, Servant to the abovefaid John Chapman, taken on 
me 14th Day of Feb, 1711-12. before Sir Henry Chauncey, 

Matthew Gilfton of the Parifh of [’alkerne fays upon 
Path, That on New-Year’s-Day /aff paft, be carrying Straw 
ona Fork from Mr, Gardiner’s Barn met Jane Wenhamj 


en fhe faid fhe would take fame, and accordingly took fome 

And farther, this Informant Gith, That on the 29th of Jane 
when this Infermans was tbrefring inthe Barnof bis 


Mertain’d a Sufpicion, that the ftrange Deaths of many of 
of arid the Neighbours Horfes and Cattle were occaé , 


fhould prefent.a favourable Opportunity of 


bo asked him for fome Straw, which he refufed to give her 5 - 
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Mafter John Chapman, an Old Woman in a Rjding-bood or 
Cloak, be knows not which, came to the Barn Duor, and asked 


bim for a Penyworth of Straw, he told ber be could give ber 
nohe, and fhe went away Muttering. 


And this Informant faith, That after the Woman was gone gm 
be was not able to work, but ran out of the Barn as far as im 
@ Place called Munder's-Hill, [which is above Three Miles 
Walkerne, and asked at a Houfe there fr a Penyworth 


of Straw, and they refufing to give bim any, 
to fame Dung-heaps, a tok 
pull'd off bis Shirt, and brought it Home in his Shirt ; be 


went farthr 
fome Straw from 
ws 


not what mov'd him tothis, but fays be was forc’d to it, he a 


knows not bow. 


Thus far this Informant. It was al(o farther obferved by 
fome Perfons, who met this AZatthew Giljton running on 


his Fool’s Errand, that he went a very great Pace, and 


' . when he came to a River he did not go over a Bridge in 


his Way, bur directly thro” the Water. This odd Story, 
and the tirange Account the Boy gave of it, made his Ma- 


fter Fobn Chapman {ufpe that Fane Wenbam had play'd this © 


Trick upon his Servant ; and foon after he meeting help 4 


aie hes of it, and in Heat of Anger call’d her a Witch an 
sch, 
After the Scolding-bout was over,.this Fane Wenbam 
thought fhe had got an Advantage over her Neighbour Chap- 
man, and that fhe would make him pay for his Words ; ac- 
cordingly on the oth of-Feb. the applies herfelf to Sir Henry 


Chauncy for a Warrant ggainft this Man for calling her a 7 


Witch, expecting not only to get fomething out of him, but 
to deter other People from calling her fo - more ; befides 
this Shew of Innocence might make her the lefs fufpeGe 


for the future. 


She brought: John Chapman on the 11th before Sir Henry, " 
who having enquired after her CharaCter, and heard a 


_ 

g 


very ill one of her, did not think ft to give her any Dam- (3 
mages for being call'd Witch; but told her he would re- @ 


fey her Caufe to any one of her Neighbours; fhe named the 4 


Reverend Mr. Gardiner, the Miniiter of the Town, and 


John Chapman confenting, they went tohim to decide the @@ 
Controverfie between them: Mr. Gardiner having heard @ 


her Complaint, advis'd them to live more peaceably toge- 
ther, and ordered John Chapman to pay her a Shilling; but 
would allow Jane Wenham no farther Satisfaction ; at this 


hes Anger was greatly kindled againit Mr. Gardmer, and 


+ 
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(3) 
fhe went away in a great Heat, faying, If fhe could hot 


Wm have Juftice here the would have it ehewhere, cr Words to 
Sathat Purpofe, 


4 Revenge is naturally che firft New Thought that is exci- 
ne qmeed by Anger ina Wicked Mind ; and fince Mr. Gardiner 
1s Wad incenfed her, fhe refolv’d not to put it up it {eems, nor 
es ould fhe delay the Mifchief the had imagin’d, no, not for 
+h Vin Hour. Anne Thorn, a Young Woman, between 16 and 


7 Years of Age, Servant to Mr. Gardiner, was fitting by 


nee had been jult fet, Cit having been put out by an Acci- 
Wapent the Night before,) and Mr. Gardiner asked her now 
Mthe did, fhe an{wered much better than fhe had been while 
yy “wer Bone was out, but look’da little Pale ; upon this Poor 
Lame Creature it feems Jane Wenham mult take hex 
a evenge in the following Manner, which I believe any 
Reader will think wholly unaccountabl-, and impoffible to 
We done but by Witchcraft ; I fhall give you the Account 
it as near as can in the Words of the Three Witnefles 
phat faw it, Mr. Gardiner, and his Wife, and Mr. Bragge, 
We Neighbour, who camein accidentally but jutt before. 
m Mr. Gardiner had not been in the Parlour with his Wife 
and Mr. Bragge above6 or7’Minutes at moit, {ince he 
Anne Thorn fitting by the Fire, when he heard a ftrange 


m 
p- Wey ciling Noife in the Kitchen, upon which he went our, 
found this Anne Thorn ttript to her Shift-Sleeves, howls 


pecchlefs he-calling out, Mrs, Gardiner and Mr. Bragge 
@caine immediately to him ; Mrs, Gardiner {eeing her Servant 

1 that fad Condition, asked her what was the Matter with 
mmcr ? She not being able to fpeak, pointed earneftly at a 
undle which liy at her Feet, which Mrs, Gardiner took up 
and found-it to be the Girl’s Gown and A- 
Bpron, and a Parcel of Oaken Twigs, with dead Leaves 
Hew rapt up therein, | 


-- foon as this Bundle was opened, Anne Thorn began to 
crying out, ’m Ruin’d and Undone; and after fhe 
d a little better recover'’d-herfelf, gave the following Re- 


Hiation of what had befallen her: She faid when the was 
Mectt alore the founda ftrange Roaming in her Head, (Lufe 
mcr own Exoreffions,) her Mind run upon Fane Wenham: 

and fhe thought the muft run fome whither ; that accord- 
ingly {he ran up the Clofe, but look’d back feveral Timas 
at the Houfe, thinking the fhould never fee it more; that 


B 2 


Fire-fide when Fane Wenbam was in the Houle;. her 


ng, and wringing her Hands in a difmal Manner, and © 


ore 


fhe climb’d over a Five-Bar-Gate, and ran along the High- 
way upa Hill; That there the met Two of ‘fobn Chapman's @& 
Men, One of whom took hold of her Hand, faying, fhe 
fhould go with them, but fhe was forced away from @ 
them, not being able to {peak, either tothem, ortoOne 9% 
Daniel Chapman, whom,’ fhe faid, fhe met on Horfeback, @ 
and would fain have {poke to him, but could noe; then %% 


fhe made her Way towards Cromer, as far as a Placecall’d @ 
Hackney-Lane, where fhe look’d behind: her, and fawa 


Tittle Old Woman Muffled in a Riding-hood, who asked J 


her whither fhe was ‘going? ‘She anfwered to Cromerto 
fetch fome Sticks to make‘her aFire; the Old Woman 
told her there was no Sticks at Gromer, and bad her goto 
that Oak Tree, and pluck ‘fome from thence, which fhe “@® 
did, and laid them upon the Grond ; then the Old Wo- 
man bad her pull off herGownand Apron, and wrap the 
Sticks in’em, and asked’her whether fhe had e’er a Pin 
Upon her anfwering fhe had none, the Old Woman gave (i 
her a large Crooked Pin, bad her pin up her Bundle, a® 
and then vanifhed away: ‘After which fhe ren Home with (@ 
her Bundle of Sticks, atid fatdown in the Kitchen ftript, 
as Mr. Gardiner'found her. is the Subfiance of what 
¢ related, upon which Mis; Gardier cry’d out, The ‘| 
Girl has been in the fame Condition with Chapman's Man ; 
but we willburn the Witch, alluding toa receiv'd Notion, Bi 
that when thé: Thing bewitch’d is burn'd, the Witch is & 
forc’'d to comeis ; accordingly fhe took the Sticks together 
with the Pin, and threw them -tato the Fire; immediate- (4 
ly, in the Iniiant that the Sticks were flaming, jane Win- , 
bam came into the Room, and enquir’d for Elizabeto, the | 
Mother of Anne Thorn, taying, fhehadan Errand todo to @ 
her from 4rdley-Bury, to wit, that fhe mutt go thither to «7 
wath the next Day. Now this Mother Thorn had been 4 
in the Houfe all the Time that Jane Wenbam was there r 4 
with John Chapman, and heard nothing of it, and was (a 
then gone Home; Mrs. Gardiner bad Fane Wenham go to “Wit 
Elizabeth Thorn, and tell her there was Work enough for | 
ber there, on which fhe departed ; and upon Enquiry made @ 
afterwards it wasfound that fhe never was ordered to @ 
deliver any fach Errand from Ardley-Bury, Pf 
I mutt here obferve to the Reader, that the Diftance be- 7 
tween Mi. Gardiner’s Houfe and Hackney-Lane, whither 9 
this Laine Creature ran, is halfa Mile ; and that, as I faid 
before, the. whole Time tn which. the went thither, 


| 
1 
rr 
5 
f 


erfed with the Woman above defcrib’d, and return'’d 
WHome, was not above 6 or 7 Minutes at the moft, fo thar 
Ore ran at the Rate of above $ Miles an Hour: A great 
BMBwittnefs this in a Cripple that had her Knee but jutt fet, 
Wavhich from the Time of its being out, to the Time it was 
et again, was 19 Hours. 
To be fully fatistied of the Truth of what the Girl had 
WMelated, ( which might poffibly have never been really per- 
but only the Suppofition of a Wild Fancy, 
Gardiner and Mr. Bragge went to Fohn Chapman's, and. 
MBrquited of the Two Men whom Anne Thorne {aid the had 
Meret; they related that they faw Anne Thorn running up the 
iil! with a Prodigious Swiftnefs, that one of them endea- 
WRoured to ftop her, but could not ; the. fame alfo Daniel 
bapman afterwards confirm’d,-allof them exa@tly agree- 
with what Anne Toorn hadrelated.” 

WE There was this Agreement between the Cafe of Matthew 
ap ilfton; and that of Anne Thorn, that‘to both of them ap- 
BPcared an Old Woman in 2 Riding-hood, and both were: 
Ment on firange Errands, the one to fetch Straw, the other 
"Wticks ; but herein they differ, that the Boy eontinved well’ 
WBfterwards, whereas this was only the Beginning of Sorrows. * 
if the unhappy Miaid ; for, 

q 


The next Morning, being the of February, after 

She had had a pretty good Night’s Reft, her Miftrefs asked 
ner whether fhe thought fhe could go to Miltrels Adams's 
(a near Neighbour, ) to fetcha few Peafe? She faid 
“Whe thought the could, and went with Miftrefs Rofe Adams 
- had breakfafted that Morning with Miftrefs Gardiner,) 

Wo her Houfe ; having got her Peafe, as the was coming 


Gy 


0 Wome the ges Wenham, who asked her why fhe told 
o ‘Buch Stories of her, as if fhe had Bewitched her; Anne 
n © @ born an{wered, fhe had faid nothing but what was true, 
e (| agnd fhe was the Caufe of all her Diforder ; to this Fane 


Vcnham reply d, if you tell any more fuch Stories: of me 


i thall be worfe for you than it has been yet, and fhov’d’ 
Ser with her Hand. As foon as Anne Thorn had Limped 
Uiome, fhe told her Miftrefs with a great Concern, that 
~ had met Fane Wenham, and what had paft between 
em. 
@ When this Circumftance was prefs'd upon Fane Wenham 
@efterwards, before Sir Henry Chauncy, the deny'd that fhe: 
ad met Anne Thorn, faying, that fhe was at that Time at 
often, Three Miles off ; to difprove which, Thomas Fre- 


land 


feffion. 


‘but inftead of going through it,; fhe leap’d very nimbly over 1 


was not able to fiand; fo they took her up in’their Arms, | 7 


land made Oath, that he faw_her in the Town within 
Three Minutes of the Time the Girl faid the met her ; 
which yet might poflibly be falfe, altho’ he had all the 1% 
Reafon in the World to believe his Senfes, if the Sokition @ 

ane W'enbam gave of it afterwards may be admitted as , 

ruth, when fhe faid, that altho’ it was not fhe that met 
Anne Thora, yet it was her Familiar in her Shape ; but of 
this more at large, when we come to {peak of her. Con- 3 


Let us now return to the poor Maid, and fee how Jane i 
Wenham's, ox if you pleafe, the Familiar Spirit’s Threat- @ 
niags were made Good. Inthe Afternoon the faid Anne @ 
Thorn was taken Specchlefs, with ftrange Tremblings, and 7% 
Convulfions of Body, and yet was all the while fenfible, | 
pointing, and making Signs towards Fane Wenbam’s Houle: 
and when fhe was able to Spent, the faid fhe fhould never 
be well tilt fhe went to fetch more Sticks ; and made many ))) 
Attempts. to go, but was prevented, her Miftrefs telling 
her the fhould not go, unlefs Company went with her, 
At laft. they let her go out, Miltrefs Gardiner, and many 
others, following her; there were Two high Five-Bar- 7 
Gates in the Way, one of which was fet open on Purpofe, 7 


the other which was fhut, being the fame fhe had vaulted 
over before. Then fhe ran a. little Way farther, to the 
bottom of White-Hill, her Miftre(s and the rett following 
her; when fhe came thither, her Legs fail'd her, and the 


and carry’d her a little Way back, then fhe could run two 
the fame Place again, bilt proceed no farther, her Strength | ¥ 
failing her, as before ; thus fhe was try'd feveral Times, | 
and always when fhe came juft over - againft that @% 
Place, for the try’d that Way,: fhe could ‘go'no farther. 
Then.Milirefs Gardiner order’'d Two Men to lead her for- 
ward by Force, which they aflay’d to du; bat when the Gi 
had Mati little Way about the fame,Place, the thrieked our, Y 
as if violently tormented, and begg'd them to let her go OM 
back, for fomething preffed fo hard againft her that it im 
would fill her if fhe did not. So they carry’d her Home- 
wards, and when fhe came to the Gates they could not @ 
force her through that which was open, bur fhe leaped 
nimbly over the other. tpat was fhut. When fhe was 
returned Home fhe was in a Fit for fome Time, and Speech 
Jefs ; but when fhe could fpeak, they. asked her why by 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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nuld go no farther when fhe wasat the bottom of White- 
an{wered, that Fane Wenbam ftood in her Way, 
Wind would not let her, and told her fhe might fetch more 
Bricks another Time, but fhould not go if any Company 
t GMM After alittle Reft, Anne Thorn found herfelf ftrongly : 
f to go to Fane Wenham’s Houle, faying, the wou 
- [ave fome of her Blood; they let her go out again, the 
towards Wenham’s Houfe, Over a Hed but 
Mambling into the Diich on ‘the other Side, the put her 
nee out again; then the called to Fane Wenbam, who 
as coing intoher Houfe, tocome to her, faying, *tis you 
at torment me, and more Words to that Purpofe. Fane 


enbamanf{werd, fhe was no fuch Perfon; Miftrefs Gar- 
defired her to come to the Girl, the anfwer’d, fhe 
t aould not come, fhe knew what fhe had to do, and went 
her Houfe. Then Anne Thorn was brought Home 
anid foon after fell into another Fit, pointing car- 


o Fane Wenbam’ss William Borrougbs, a Neighbour, 

ho was prefent, faid, he would fetch her if it were pof- 
ble, and foon after brought her to the Maid, who was 
Mapecchle{s, and to all Appearance in a Fainting Fit ; as foon 
is Fane Wenham approached her, fhe flew at her, crying out, 
wmou have ruin’d me; Wenham anfwered, you are a Liar; 
anfwer'd the Girl, I amnot; you threatned me this 


>, 


i, Morning ; which the having deny’d, went out of the 
ic Houle, and Anne Thorn was better that Evening, but full 
Sy "RF Pain, her Bone being out. Thefe Things were done 
‘0. (Before a Multitude of Witnefles, who could not all be im- 


Bos'd on ; aud altho’ they are very furprizing, yet are no- 
a ng, fo, in Comparifon with other Paflages that fol 
‘we 


The next Morning Mr. Gardiner {ent Anne Therna Se- . 
pnd Time tothe Bone-fetters, who liv’d Three Miles off, 
Wad the returned about Noan pretty well, her Knee being 
ety wellfet. About an Hour fhe was taken 
Seeain witha violent Fit, which lafied along Time, and 
M@everal Times the feemed to be dead; when fhe came fo far 
> heifelf chat the could {peak, the faid fhe muft go again 
) the Tree to fetch more Sticks, and then fhe was {ure the 
mould be well; u Mr. Arthur Chauncy’s promifing 
bat heand Thomas Ireland would follow her at a Diftance, 
d obferve her. AGtions ; and that they would endeavour 


) keep fo near toher, as tobeable, if poflible, to Brevent 
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Aer comiing to arly Mifchief, her Miftrefs let her go.. When 


fhecame.to the Tree, they had followed her fo clofe, | ; 


- (tho’.on the other Side of the Hedge, left fhe fhould per- 


ceive them,) that they: faw her gather fome Sticks, pul} 


off her Gown and Apron, and wrap them up, as before: 


they fawheralfo reach her Hand to the Hedge, as if (he 
Then the Girl came @ 


had taken fornething from thence. 


running back fo, faft that they were left behind her; 3 
but upon her looking sback, and feeing Mr. Chauncy, @ 


ll down againft a Hedge, wringing her Hands 


fhe 


in a lamentable Manner ; they ttay’d fome Time to fee 
upon her not rifing, 


whether fhe could get up again, and 
they came to her, and ask’d her what the ailed ? But the 


could give no Anfwer. 


the Gates, they would have forced her through that which 
was fet open, but could. not do it with all their Strength, 
for fhe was forced from them over that which was fhut 
with fuch an incredible Swiftnefs, -as cannot eafily be ima- 
-gined, but by thofe that faw it. Then fhe ran before them 
into the Houfe, and flung the whole Buadle into the Fire ; 
Miftrefs Gardiner being by, took it off, and taking out the 


Sticks, threw them into the Fire. . She continued ina Fit | a 
fome Time after; when fhe could fpeak fhe cry’d out | 


there was another Pin in the Gown;. upon fearching they 
crooked ; it was then Miftrefs Gardiner @ 


found one ver 


Then they took Ker up in their Wa 
Arms, and brought her Homewards ; when they came io Bi 


asked what fhe-had feen ? She faid fhe had feen the Old Wo. 


Sticks, and gave her the Pin through the Hedge; adding 
that the 


{o muffled in a Riding-hood that fhe could not fee it: For 


fome Time after this Anne Thorn continued pretty well, 7% 


but foon after Five of the Clock fhe was taken rather worfe 
than before, and when the {poke fhe cried out {he mutt go? 
They. asked her whither ? She ari{wered, fhe could not tell, 
it was but a little Way, and flew up with fuch Strength 
that Two or Three Mencould not hold her, tho’ juft be- 


Teeth fer, fo that fhe feemed to be giving up the Ghoti: 
Mr, Chauncy perfwaded Miftrefs Gardiner to let her go, 


Chatme 


Old Woman’s Hand was {o Black, that fhe knew © 
not whether fhe had a Black Gloveorno; but her Face was 


fore her Eyes were turned, and funk in her Head, and her | : 


and he, with Two or Three more Men, would followher; | ‘ 
when fhe faw. the Way: clear, fhe ftarted, and ran di- — 
reGtly tO the. River at the lower End of the Clofe. 


~. managain, who told her fhe need not come any more for J} 


} 
i 
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Chauncy caught her juft as her Feet were in the Mire, and 
Me fhe was going to plunge herfelf into the Water. When 
B {he was laid hold on, fhe fhrieked out, faying, the muft go. 
®) Then Mr. Chauncy, and the reft, led her over the Bridge, 
Mipbut fhe was for coming back into the Water. They 
Webrought her after this half-way Home to the Houfe, 
Wewhen fhe cry'd cut fhe muft go back again, for her Pains 
Wwere {0 had fhe could not bear them, and fhe was very 
VWirong, as before ; they brought her to the River again, 
“cand the begge’d fhe might but touch the Water and the fhould 
Sbe well; they took up fome Water, and gave it her, but 
Methat would not fatishe her, fhe muft go into the 
River. 
We I mut obferve, that afterward when fhe was better fhe 
Se {aid upon Oath, That at that Time fhe was violently tempt- 
ed to drown herfelf ; and fhe thanked her Mittrefs, and 
the reft, for not letting her go into the Wa:er, for if the 
Shad = ge it they could not have faved her.; but to 
proceed. 
_ They made her believe, upon: her earneft Requeft to go 
Minto the River, that they would throw her in, and gave 
wher a Swing as if they were really about to do it, and fhe 
@attruggled hard to get out of their Hands into the Water. 
@eAlter this they brought her into the Houfe, where fhe fell 
Beinto a Fit again, pointing to Fane Wenbam’s Houle ; they 
rene her Eyes clofe fhut, removed ker, and fet her 
@e Face ,at fevera] times towards feveral Parts of the Room, 
@eyet fhe continually. pointed with her Fingers the fame 
yy Way. Upon this fome.that were prefent were for bring- 
ing Jane Wenbam to the Maid, and accordingly went for 
ther ; fle had lock’d herfelf into her Houfe, and faid, the 
meas not well, and refus’d to come ; they usd all the fair 
@ Words they could think of to perfuade her, not without 
meoitcring her Money, if fhe would but come and {peak 
exo the Poor Girl, but all to no Purpofe. Then they fent 
meor the Conftable, ( who had juft receiv’d a Warrant from 
pir Henry Chauncy, to apprehend her upon Sufpicion of 
dlony and Witchcraft ;) when the Conttable was come, 
hey told her he was there, and defired her to open ‘the 
oor by fair Means, and not to force them to do it by 
oul. She anfwered, fhe knew what fhe had to do better 
han they could tell her ; on which they broke open the 
Voor that was luck’d with Two Locks, and broughit rer 
o the Maid, who was tying Specchlefs, in very great 
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Mifery and Torture, but all the Time very fenfible, as the 
was indeed all along,during the whole courfe of her {trange | 
Diforder. As foon as Fane Wenham {poke to her, her Co- 7 
lour came into her Cheeks, and fhe ftarted UP» crying, you 
are a bafe Woman, you have ruin’d me, and flew upon her * 

to {cratch her, faying, I have your Blood, og I hall 

never be well, She feratched Jane Wenham in the Fore- @ 
head with fuch Fury and Eagernefs, that the Noife of her 
Nails feemed to all that were prefent as if fhe were fcratch- x 
ing againft a Wainfcot, yet no Blood followed ; FaneWen- 4 
bam holding her Head ftill, and faying, f{cratch harder Nan, RS 
and fetch Blood of me if you can ; yet ftill nb Blood came, | 
altho’ her Forehead was fadly mangled and torn by the . 
_Girl’s Nails; of this Difficulty in fetching of Blood of Jane 
Wenham the Reader will have another more remarkable ‘ 


Inftance by and by. 
After this the Company began to Expoftulate with Jan: Bi 
Wenham, telling her, fhe wasa wicked Wretch to abuic Bm 
a poor young innocent Creature at that Rate ; that fhe i 
had been reputed a Witch for above 20 Years, and other 
Things they faid to that Effe@. Then Fane Wenham pro- Om 
tefted fhe was innocent, and offered to be try’d, by fearch- 3 
ing her Body, to fee whether fhe had any Teats, or by 3 
throwing her into the Water. One of the Company re- 3 
ply, there was no Occafion for it at prefent, but only 
efiréd her to let him hear her fay the Lord’s- Prayer; 
fhe made feveral Attempts to do it, but could not, always @ 
miffng Two or Three Sentences. Mrs. Gardiner bad her try 
whether fhe could fay it after her, and repeated ic Sentence 9 
by Sentence flowly to her ; but neither could fhe do this, to 7 
the Amazement of all the By-fianders. It was obferved, 
tho’ fhe try’d Ten times fhe could not fay this Sentence, Wy 
Forgive us our Trefpaffes, as we forgive them that Trefpafs im 
: us, nor that, Lead ws not into Temptation, After this q 


ane Wenham was kept in Cufiody of the Conftable, and § 
the Maid was pretty well that Evening. To all the Ac-@ 
count I have given of this Day’s Occurrences, Mrs. Gardiner, iim 
Mr, Chauncy, Thomas Ireland, and many others, were im 
Witneffes, and attefted upon Oath all Circumftances as 1 
have here related them, 

The next Morning, being Thurfday the 14th of Febra- 
ary, Sir Henry Chauncy came down to Walkerne, to the 
Houfeof Fobn Trigg, and Fane Wenham was brought before 
him; Mr. Gardiner and Matthew Gilfton were {everally| 
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fhe Fixamined, and in their Informations upon Oath ; 
1g¢ a hile chis was doing, Anne Thorn fell into a violent Fit, 
>o- ignd at laft feem’d to be dead ; they carried her out into the 
‘ou and brought the Old Witch to her; upon this the 
Blood came immediately into her Face, and fhe (prung up 
am, 


her 
ill ‘Mith great Strength and Fury to {cratch Fane Wen 

re- impat was prevented by the Interpofition of the People, 
her took her aways This was before a great 
che A Spectators, who all declared their Belief that the Maid 
en- mwas bewitched, and that this Woman had bewitched 


an. Te 
ne, . After thisthe Maid was well enough to be examined, 
rhe . nd gave a large Account of what had happened to her, 


ane Vampeing the fame in Subfiance with what is above related. 


ble fig would infert the Informations at large, but they being, | 
. pil but long Repetitions of the Account already given, 74 

ane hich was with great Care coHeGed out of thofe Informa- 

ufe 9 ions of Mr. Gardiner, Mrs, Gardiner, and Anne Thorny 

fhe Magpnd contirmed by the Atteflations of Mr. Chauncy, and 

rer 1a Bragge, who faw molt of thefe Things done, 

omit them, as very tedious, and now unne- 

+h-Meeflary, but fhall find ie meedful by apd by to infert 

by jpome others, which are not already taken Notice of. But 


. Meo proceed, Sir Heary ordered Four Women to fearch fave 
mae’ enbam's Body, direCting them to enquiré diligently whe- 
her fhe had any Teats, or other éxtraordinary and unu(fual 


aot 
ys about her, by which the Devil in any pes 
ry M@meuck her Body. After about an Hour’s Search and Conful- 
ice Mmtation, they returned, and affirmed, that they found no 

o = duch Teats or Marks about her Body; it being now pretty 


d, date, Sir Henry ordered them to appear again before him 
ce, Wumethe next Morning, at his own Houfe at Ardle-Bury, and 
afs eft Fane Wenbam in the Conftable’s Hands. 
ris As foon as Anne Thorn was returned Home to her Mafter’s 
nd WaHoufe, the had another Fit as grievous as any before, and | 
ce fmm was Speechlefs, but very Senfible; upon Mr. Gardiner’s 
or, i asking her whether he fhould pray by her 2? She held up 
Be her Hands as a Sign that they fhould ; and as foon as he 
Three or Four Sentences of the Lord’s- Prayer, 
Tip the fell down on her Knees, and rehearfed the Prayers after 
the Minifter as well as anyof the Company. About half 
he age 20 Hour after fhe had another Fit, and was recovered out 
me of that alfo by Prayer; then they kept her Reading till 
Fourof the Clock in the Morning, when {the went to Bed, 
C 2 (having J 


re 
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having had no more Fits,) and refted pretty well that 


Night. 
The next Day (being. the 15th) they all came before 


Sir Heary again, at Ardiey-Bury, ‘where the firit that gave | 


Evidence was Mrs. Gardiner, who confirmed all the Parti- ' 


culars above related. giving her Maid an extraordinary 
Character for her Sobriety, Diligence, and good Fem- 


er, by which fhedhad gain’d the Love of all the Neighbour. 
ood, Before Mrs. Gardiner gave: her Information, Jane 


Wenham fell on her Knees at her Feet, begging her, for 
God's ey not to {wear againft her, and us’d many Ex- 


preffions o 


Fear left the fhould be fent’to Gaol, not with- a 


out dreadful Imprecations on herfelf if fhe were not inno- 


cents and declared herfelf ready to fubmit to the Water 


Experiment; but Sir Henry would by no Means allow of fie 


that Sort of Tyial, it being Illegal, and Unjuttitiable. 


The Reverend Mr. Strutt, Minifter of Ardley, asked her 
beforeall the Company whether fhe could fay zhe Lord’s- 
Prayer? She anfwered, fhe could, and attempted feveral 
times to do it, going on very readily till fhe came to Forgive 
us our Irefpaffes, Oc, which fhe could not repeat, nor thefe 
Two Sentences together, [Lead us not into Temptation, but 


deliver us from Evil,) but would ‘thus exprefs’em, [Lead 
us not into no Temptation and Evil,| or [Lead us into 
€ 


tationand Evil,| or [Lead us not into no Temptation, but 


liver us from all Evil,) and thus fhe was try'd Six or Seven 
Times together. When fhe found fhe could not with all 


_ her Endeavours fay the Lord’s-Prayer, fhe try’d to excufe 


herfelf, by alledging fhe was much difturb’d in her Head 
by the Hurry fhe was in, faying, fhe wanted Reft. Upon 
which Mr. Strutt promifed to cometo her, and try her 
again the next Morning. In the mean Time the-Poor 
Maid had anotherdifmal Fit, as before, and was recovered 
out of it by Prayer. Soon after fhe had another, and when 


- her Eyes were fhut, the Witch was brought to her privately ; 


then fhe immediatély flew at her again with great Fury, 
faying, Are youcome to plague me here too? Youare a 
baf@ Woman, and more to that Purpofe. 

Befides Mrs. Gardiner, there Were {everal other Witneffes 
{worn, particularly Swfan Aylott of Walkerne, whofe Evi- 


dence being very remarkable, I fhall infert itin her own 


Words. 
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‘The Information of Sufan Aylott before, 
Henry Chauncy. 


Sule Aylott, the Wife of William Aylott, of the Parifh of 


Walkerne, faith upon Oath, That about 12 Tears ago laft 


Me Chriftmas, fhe, this Informant, was fent for to the Wife of 
©, Richard Harvey, /ying very Ill in a ftrange Condition ; and as 
| foon as fhe came thither Jane Wenham followed her, and fhe, 


this Informant, wonder'd raya ane Wenham followed ber 
fince Richard Harvey’s Wife bad told ber that fhe, the faid 


oe Jane Wenham, had bewitched ber : Then| Jane Wenham 
ae went under the Window where the fick Woman lay, and faid, 
a Vhy do they let this Creature lye there ? Why don’t they take 
ie ber and hang ber ont + the Way ? At which fhe, this Infor- 
mant, bad fome Werds 

im and bang yom out of the Way; and then Jane Wenham an- 
{wer'd, 

that Night the fick Woman gforefaid died. 


with Jane Wenham, saying, Take you, 
old you your Tongue, I don't meddle with you, and 
And this Informant farther faith, That foon after Jane 


Wenham came to this Informant’s Houfe, and look'd upon 2 
Child which was in her Lap, and ftroaked it : and faid, Sufan 


ou have a Curious Child; you and I bad fome Words, bur 1 
hope we are Friends ; and asked this Informant to lend ber a 


Glafs to carry fome Vinegar in from the Shop ; then this Infor- 


ant lent Jane Wenham aGla/s, who wens away: And this 


Wnformant was afraid of ber Child, remembring fhe was thought 
have bewitched Richard Harvey’s Wife. 

ThisInformant farther faith, That on Sunday fhe 
Wipras at her Brother Jeremy Harvey’s Houfe with ber Child 
Wend that ber Child was taken in a grievous Condition, ftark 
Wap iftracied, and fo died the Thurfday following. And this 
Banformant faith, She thinks that Jane Wenham bewitched ber 
; and faith alfo, That Jane Wenham bas bad the Repu- 
of a Witch for feveral Years before. 


The Reafon why Fane Wenham (hould bewitch Harvey's 


‘ife, (as we have fince been informed py Thomas Harvey, 
rSon, ) was as follows: This Fane Wenbam’s Husband 


a ad defired Richard Harvey to fpeak to the Town-Crier 


Hertford to cry down his Wife, left any Perfon fhould 
ult her to his Dammage, and Richard Harvey had accord- 
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14} | 
ingly done it. The Occafion of her bewitching Aylote’s 
| Child may be gathered from her Evidence : There wasaf- 9 
terwards.at the Trial another Witnefs,; who {wore to the ~ 
>» Death of a Nurfe-child of hers upon Fane Wenbam’s 
f° ftroakingit; but this not beirig {worn before Sir Henry, we | 
»  fhall defer the farther Relation of it till we come to the 
Another Evidence was Mr. Zhomas Adams, Junior, of 
Watkerne, whofe Information we fhall likewife. infert at 
large, theSubftance of it not having been related before. =f 


The Information of Mr. Thomas Adams, @ 
Junior, of Walkerne. - 


Adams, Junior, of Walkerne, maketh Oath, 
That about Three Weeks, or a Month, before Chriftmas 
be met Janc Wenham in bis Turnip-Field with a few 

is Turnips, which fhe was carrying away, and upon bis 

Threatning ber fhe threw them down: ‘be, this Informant, told 

her fhe might keep them, for fhe foould pay Dear. for thm; Ti 

then {he was very Submiffive, and begg'd Pardon, faying, fhe 
bad no Vitivals all that Day, and had no Money to buy any; 
afterwards they parted, and he faw her not after: But on 

Chrittmas-Day AZorning One. of bis belt Sheep died without 

any Signs of Iline{s found upon the Body after it was open’d, 

and Nine or Ten Days after died another Sheep in an unaccoyns- “ie 
able Manner, and. fhertly. after Two more Sheep died alfo, none Sm 
of them — any Marks of a Difeafe upon *em, but being | 

Sonnd.inall their Parts, ashis Shepherd informs bim: He allo 

faith, That bis Shepherd tells bim, that one other Sheep was % 

taken ftrangely, skipping, and jtanding upon its Head, but in 
half an Hour was well, and. continues fo ;. and another Sheep 
sas likewife Ill Iwo or Three Days, but is now well again: 

And Jane Wenham baving the Common Fame of a Witch, be 

does believe that if they were bewitchd fhe did bewitch them, 


_ Fhere.were alfo fworn at the fame Time William Bur- 
rongbh's, and Thomas Ireland; the former {wore to his § 
fetching Fzne Wenham to Mr. Gerdiner’s Houle, as is above 
related,. when. Anne Thorn was in her Fits; and that Jane 
Wenham had had. the Reputation of a Witch for above Mm 
Ten Yearslah paft; Zhomas Ireland attefted that he met 

| 


| 
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a Fane Wenham, within Three Minutes of the Time when 
Se Anne Thorn {aid the Threatned hér, but was net any far- 
Paher interrogated at that Time ; the other Particulars, in 
Mivhich he was concerned, having been fully depos'd before 
Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner. 
BR After this they were difmifs'd, and the Witch deliver’d 
. Winto the Conftable’s Hand. The Maid had {everal Returns 
| WRof her Fits that Night, but was always recovered out of 
(them by Prayers. 

ie Next Day, being the 16th, the Reverend Mr. Stru#t, 

Miaccording to his Promife made to Jane Wenham, to try her 
whether fhe could fay the Lord’s-Prayer, went 
Walkerne, and call’d upon Mr. Gardiner to go with 

Mim to the Prifoner at the White-Houfe in the Town; 
Bawhen they were come thither, they found one Mr. Archer 
Sandon, a Relation of Fane Wenbam’s, with her ; they 
Mewent intoa Room, and defired that we might be brought 
mato them, which being done, Mr. Strutt told her, in the 
1 BHearing of Mr. Gardiner, that he hoped fhe was now.ina 


vood Temper, anid her Head fettled ; fhe an{wered, yes, and 
that fhe had a good Night’s Reft: Then Mr. Strutt reply'd, 
Methat he was come according to his Promife, to fee whether 
cou'd fay the Lord’s-Prayer ; fhe anfwer'd the believed 
fhe could, fur fhe had try’d {¢veral Times in the Night, 
Mand fhe made no doubt but fhe could fay it, and accord- 
m@engly fhe effay’d feveral Times to do it, but could not, ma- 
M@axing the fame Blunders as before, tho’ fhe could repeat the 
Warelt of the Prayer perfectly well: After this Jane Wenbane 
Myawas asked whether fhe had any Han@ in bewitching Anne 
horn ? Towhich at firft fhe gave no politive Anfwer ; but 
SPupon Mr. Strutt’s telling her, that if fhe was Guilty of 
Meaiuch a Vile Fact, it would be the beft Thing fhe could d 
@eeboth for the Salvation of her own Soul, and the G 
mcf others, to confefs; then fhe began to relent a little, 
Mand defired Mr. Strutt to go with her into another Pri- 
mevate Room, and fhe would declare to him what fhe had 
mato fay ; but he being defirous that Mr. Gardiner, the Mi- 
Menifter of the Parifh, and her own Kinfman Archer, fhould 
re @ammear all, prefs’d that they might be prefent, which the 
is Mameonfented to; and before Mr. Gardiner, and her Cozen 
weArcher, Mr. Struts firft asked her fincerely to tell him 
nt @umewhether fhe was a Witch? She faid fhe was ; then 
ye Mmmme asked her again, whether fhe had not a Hand in be- 
et itching Anne Thorn? She faid the had a Hand in be- 


b= todo fuch a Wicked A@? Shereply'd, the Girl had once 


bewitched Anne Thorn in iy argh they asked her farther 


- = 


_ Mr. Strett alfo affirmed to me to be true, and gave it in | 


one of thofe whom fhe accufed: In the mean Time Aang 


witching Aane Thorn, . but there was another who was as 
deep in it as herfelf: Thén he asked her what induced her 


vexed her. Then it was thought ft to ask her, whether 
fhe did not meet Anne Thorn on ‘Tuefdzy Morning as fhe 
came from Mrs. Adams’s, and Threaten her, as fhe, the faid 
Anne Thorn, told her Mifirefs? She anfwered fhe was not 
at Home at that Time; Mr. Strutt asked her if it was not 
herfelf, whether it was not her Familiar in her Shape 2 
She confefs’d it was her Familiar in her rs Mg ‘After 
this Confeifion in general, that fhe was a Witch, and had 


how. long fhe had livedin this Courfe of Witchcrafr> 2 
She anfwered above Sixteen Years; and that it was before 
her firft Husband died, who came to a very Miferable 
End, arid was fuppofed to have been bewitched by her. 
Then they asked her what it was that induced her to enter 
into this Familiarity with the Devil ? She faid it was a 
Malicious and Wicked Mind ; for when any of her Neigh- 
bours vexed her fhe ufed horrid Curfes, and Imprecations, 
on which the Devil took Advantage over her: After this 
they defired her to.inform them who were her Confede- 
rates ? She named Three Women of Walkerne, 

This is an exact Account of her Confeflion, as Mr. Gar- 
‘diner addéd it to his former Information upon Oath ; and 


Evidence afterwards at the Aifizes, of which more when. 
we come to the Trial ; Mr. Archer, her Kinfman, was fo. 
fully fatistied with this free and unconftrained Confetfion, 
that he declared he iiad not one Word more to fayin her 
Behalf. 

Mr. Strutt and Mr. Gardiner ghought themfelves obliged 
to acquaint Sir Henry Channey. with what had _pafs’d, and 
came to him, and told him what fhe had confefs’d, and 
whom fhe had accufed of being her Accomplices ; leaving 
it to him to do what he thought good inthe Matter; Sir 
Henry immediately fent a Warrant for the Three Women 
whom fhe had.named, and they were brought to Ardley- 
Wenvam was alfo fent for, as were Mr. Gardiner, 
Mrs. Gardiner, and the Girl; Fane Wenbam was put into a 
feparate Room from the reft, and privately examined by 
Sir Henry, but could fix no one particular Fat upon any 


wasinas Violent a Fit as any the had had yer, hes 


Eyes faft clofed, every one of thefe Women was brought 
o the Maid, touched her, and {poke to her, but the took 3am 
Mot the leait Notice of them. After this -Faae Wenham 


as brought privately to her, and immediately fhe lew . 3am 
p with great Strength and Fury, crying out, What, are Ga 
bom come again to Torment me? And would have fcratch- 9am 
ed her as formerly: After this the Wowien were difcharg- 
cill farther Evidence {hould come in againit them. 


| Come we now to the Poor Maid, who is to fuffer full © 

ore anid greater Pains, and to ftrugsle with more 
ent Femptations than before: . After her Return Home 
rom Sir Henry Chauncy’s fhe continued very rettlefs, and 


go out, but they would:not fuffer her: It was 
that fhe did not point.as ufual to Wenbam’s Houle, 


and being asked the Reafon of it, fhe’ faid Fane Wenham 
ould not let her; fhe had feveral Fits that Day. (for 
whenever fhe left off Reading a.Fit came upon her.) gut 
yas conftantly recovered by Prayers: - About 7 or Sat Night 
fhe faid fhe faw Things like-Cats appear to her, telling her 


he muft go ; fhe faid alfo, that always before a Fit fhe faw 


a Cat, which would not only appear to her, but {peak, 
pind tell her feveral Things, tempting her to go out of 


Doors. It. was alfo taken Notice .of that-a difmal Noife 


of Cats was at that Time, and feveral Times after, heard 
pbout the Houfe, fometimes -their Cry refembling that of 
oung Children, at. other Times they made a Hellith 
oife, to which nothing can be ‘refembled ; this was ac- 
ompany’d by Scratchings, heard by all that were in the 


. Houfe, under the Windows, and at the Doors, which 


ftartied and affrighted them all to a great degree ; and fe- 


iveral People, particularly James Barvile, Thomas Ireland, 


and others, faw thefe Cats, fometimes Three or Four ina 
ompany, which would run to Fane Wenbam’s Houle 
enever any Body came up tothem ; Mr. Chauncy hear- 
ing a knocking at the Door, went out with James Burvile, 
Sir Henry Chauncy’s Man,) and faw, Two or Three of them 
o near him, that he fuppos’d they were not above half a 
Yard before him; he endeavoured to fitike at them, but 
his Arm was ftay’d, and he had no Power to touch them, 
ho’ they ftood ftaring in his Face. ! | 
Fane Wenbam had {aid to Mr. Gardiner, and others, that 
the Maid fhould be well that Night ; and {fo it had like to 


lave proved in that Senfe of the Word, in which it is 99 
ufual to comfort the near Relations of one lately deceafed, 


fa well Or nO Ws. ibe had another violes: 


if 
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joined with them ih Prayer till there were no Hopes; at 


fie it was refolved to fend ‘for Fane Wenbam, tho’ it was then 
Mie very late at-Night; as foon fhe came mto the Room the 


i 


Maid ftarted up, and flew at her with ama ‘ing Strength and 
Fiercenefs, faying, as before, Are you come again to Torment 
I'll bave'your Blood, and tear you to preces ; which the & 

ie. would havedone if fhe had not kept down by main 
Hees Forge of Three or Four Mep, who could hardly hold her ; 
immediately after this fhe was well again, having atively 
He Colour in her Cheeks.: A convincing Proof this, (with Hm 
hie Submiflion tothe Freer Thoughts of thofe Men, who, to Him 
aalbe.  yavoid the Belicf of one Thing, becaufe they fee fome Difficul- 
it, runintoa Thoutand Abfurdities on the other 
i} Hand ;) a convincing Proof this, I fay, that it was neither 

any Natural Difemper that produced thefe wonderful Bt- 

Bile §6fedts, nog yet any Zrick or Cheat put upon the many Spe&ta- 3 

tors. For admitting that an Fit might reduce a 
a) 6. Patient tothe Condition this Girl was in before the Witch Hi 
Hs. came into the Room, was it ever known that any Perfon 
fo fuddenly recovered by ordinary Means from fucha 

main. State? Or fuppoting the Maid had a Defire to- counterfeit, Hy 

: is it pofhble to counterfeit Death itfelf, and a@ it fo Bi 
well, that neither Heat, Breath, nor Pulfe, {hall be dif- Bi 
cerned by Twenty Perfons that are prefent, and ufe all 
their Endeavours to perceive either of thefe, but cannot 
find *em ? I muft confefs nnd no Difficulty in believing 
the Power of Evil Spisits and Witches, fo great as that of Be 

Mime attiibuting thefe Appearances either to the Effeéts of 
fim WNafural Difeafe, or to the Dexterity of a Counterfeit : 
fe but of this more hereafter: Let us now go on with the Re- 
Jation of thefe firange Events, which begin to thicken upon 

| usapacs, every Hour almoft affording fomething ftill more Bi 

mie. and more furprizinge As Mr. Chauncy was talking with 

fant Wenbam, prethiwg her to take off the.Charm, and re- 

the her Torments, iit was in her Power, 


rom ‘which, no; not Prayers, that never before failing Re- 
| Memisdy, could relieve her ; fhe was cold as a Dead Conple, her 
Jaws were fallen, her Nofe -pinehed, her Pulfe gone, and 
mee -icveral that applied their Mouths to hers afhrmed there Be 
was not the Icaft Breath coming from her; Mr. Gardiner 
had recommended her Seul-to God-; and all that faw her, 
| “(who were very many cf the Nefghbours,) fupposd her 
me really dead,, fhe lying without any Motion or Heat, or o- | 
the stom of Life: Mr. Strutt. alfo was prefent,-and 


. 


(as the feem’d to hint it was, by faying the Girl thon 


. 
be 
sed 


well, ) he obferved, a Pin came into ber Fingers, 
make ule of hisown Words, which now tranfcribe from 
. Me Account of this Matter, written by his own Hand,) be knew aS 
not bow, for be wzs very fare fle pluckd it out nowhere, nor 
bad-it in ber Hands before’; at which he {natch'd it from ber, 
faying, Are you going vo bemitch her again with this Pin? 
And the Maid crying out for. ber Blood, be tookJane Wenham’s 
| Arm, and ran tbe Pin into tt Six or Seven Times, finding fhe 
winced for it, but beld ber Arm as fill as if nothing had 
been done to it ; one me, be.ran it in a great. 
e apmany Times more, jtill.no Blood came, but fhe ftood talking, and’ Sa 
4 Mamenever mindcd it ; then again be ran it in Jeveral Times more 5 7 
at lajt.be left it in ber Arm, that all the Company might fee it 
up te the Head ; and whenbe pluck’d it out before them 
n there appeared little thin Watry Serum, but nothing 
that you can cal! Blood. Thus far Mr. Chauncy, after this 
Wenham was tent away, who pafs’d the reft of the 
Mame Night in Singing and Dancing, as fhe had done fome Nights ¥ 
bcfore, faying, the Maid thould be well that Night. 
Me After this the Maid had one Fit more, but was recovered. ©@ 
or Mampout Of it by Prayer, and continued fo well that fhe could . 
é; Me walk about, and refted pretty well till Nine or Ten in the 
¢. Me Motning, when fhe had another Fit, but was recovered out. 
it alfo by-Prayers. 


Towards the Evening of themext Day, being Sundaythe * 


17th of Feb, her Fits came onher very thick, and Mr. Chaua- | 
ym firft perceived Pins which were brought to her Hands by 
Means ; this alfo Chapman, and afterwards 
it, others, took notice of, tho’ Care had been taken that 
{> Meemot a Pin was in any of her Cloaths, (the Reafonof which —@ 
{- becaufe, the iaid, the was often tempted to deftroy * 
all erfelf by Pins.) When fhe had got a Pin, the was obferved 
ot ameto {mile, and look very pleafant, and afterwards would 
ne convey it to her Mouth; Mr. Chauncy took feveral 
of her, not without great Difficulty, the clenching her 
foi nds very faft to holdem ; Five of them he kept, and 9% 

would have produced in Court, but the Judge did not’ 


hink it ary : After he had taken feveral from her,- 
mewhich the would find in her Hair, in her Gown, on her 


os . Apron, and in any Place where fhe laid her Hand, George a 
‘th took from her another ; they were all very crook- 


od; After this her Hands were ty'd down, and fhe was 
inion’d in the fame Manueras we.pinion condemned | 


4 
> 


tcfactors, yet fhe would endeavour to get her Hands to 
Sime her Mouth; thenthey ty’d her Hands behind her, but 
they obferved, by the Motion of her: Mouth and 
Nee Throat, that fhe feemed to receive and {wallow fome- 
ee thing, on which: George Chapman clapt his Hand to her 
fee, Mouth, and faid that he plainly fele a Pin firiking againft 
ee bis Hands ; and altho fevera! Times they faw the, Pins, 
ieee yet they could catchthem no more, they being as firangely 
ime *convey’d away as they came: This fad Sight concerned 
ime. Mrs. Gardiner more than all that had paft, and made’ her 
ieee cefpair of her Maid’s Life; and being tired out with Grief 
See and Fatigue, fhe withdrew herfelf and Children toa Neigh- Him 
fm bour’s Houfe, not being able to bear fuch fad Sights any 


longer. 

Mie = This Evening they were .advifed to tke fome of the 
ieee Girl's Utine, and put it into'a Stone-bottle, tye the Cork 
down, and fet it over the Fire, which they did, and fent to 
Hee. =the Houfe where the Witch was one that fhould obferve Him 
ee whether fhe fhew’d any more than ordinary Unealinefs ; it Him 
wasfound that exactly at that Time fhe feem’d in great Pain, 
fhed Tears plentifully, ( which-fhe never was obferved 
to do before or-fince, ) and continued fzemingly in Mifery 
and Torture till the Time that theBortle flew witha Re- 
port. as great as that of a Piftol, and then fhe was very Mer- 
me Singing and Dancing,,as before: It was alfc taken No 
tice of by Two Men thar fat up with Jane Wenham, that in 
the Evening fhe pulld out her: Pin-Cufhion, which was im 

ftuck full of Pins, and that in the Morning when fhe pro- 
duced it again they were all gone, and fhe wanted a Pin to §& 
pin up her Gown. Thefe Men farther faid, that they ob- 
ferved that the hed often crooked Pins in her Mouth, iam 
with what Delign, or to what Purpofe, they knew ie 
not; but-I think we may reafoifably conjecture when Bim 
we contider the Condition of the Unhappy Maid, who im 
continued finding Pins where-ever fhe caft. her Eyes; iim 

and when fhe was put to Bed, and her Hands ty’d im 
down, fhe was feen to lick feveral off the Pillows, fo that iim 

* they were forced narrowly to watch her: The Noifes of & 

{creaming of Cats, and {cratching at the Windows and 

Doors, {till continued, but the Girl had no farther Harm | 
It wasthought high Time to put the Mittimus in Exe- 
 cution againit Jane Wenbam, ( who had been refpited for 
wo Days upon her Confeflion, ). andto fend her to Gaol; 


| 


to before fhe went off,: Mr. Gardiner, Mr. Strutty 


ut MNEMr. Chauncy, and Mr. Bragge, went together to her at thessiam 
1d hite-Horfe, where Mr, Strutt put her in Mind of her 
e- Biiner Confethon, and perfuaded her te give Glory to God? a 
er Hy a full.and fincere Difcovery ; but to no Purpofe, the iam 
it full of Equivocations, and Evafions, now confeffing, 
1S, and anon denying what fhe had confeft. She was particu~ ig 
ly asked in what Manner fhe made a Contract with the» 
ed EEEDevil > But we could make nothing of her Anfwer, fave #9 
er hat an Old Man did Spicuponher. Being by 
icf Strutt to tell nim exactlyy: to the bett of her Remem- 
h- Mmmbrance, the Time when fhe entred into Covenant with 
ny Meatan? She faid it was above Sixteen Years ago. She am 
mowned alfo, as before, that it was an envious and wicked "3M 
he MaaMind that gave the Devil this Advantage over her. Being (3 
rk Masked more particularly, fhe would give us no 
to Mamiwer, but faid we lay in wait for her Life, and would | 
ve gang he: from her own Mouth. After this her Daughter 4 
it to her, and brought her 2 Common-Prayer-Book, 
n, Magewhich the with Tears defired her to make the beft Ufe of . 3 
od Mamethat fhe could, and to prepare for Death by Repentance. | 
ry Mmebut the Mother, inftead of fhewing the leaft Signs of a re- “9% 
e- Mggpenting Mind, or Concern for the fad Condition we was in, ~"@ 
her Daughter fuch a bafe, wicked Look; as am not 
to defcribe, and bad: her mind what fhe faidtoher . 
in ge dout fome Flax, Hemp, and other Goods, which fhe dif- 
as Mamepoled of with the greatett Unconcernednefs, and away fhe 
I think it it proper here to infert the Informations 
to i f the Two. Men that conduéted her to Prifon,-as they 
taken afterwards before Sir Henry Chauncy. 


Lhe Information of Uriah Wright of Wal- 
kerne, againit ‘Fane Wenham, taken be- 


fore Sir Henry Chauncy, Kt. this 28th 
Day of February, 1711-12. 


- 


. 


- 
<r 
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Rish Wright of Walkerne {aith upon Oath, That on Sun- 

a day lajt was Sevennight be aked Jane Wenham whether 

bad feen the Devil or no? She, the Wenham, ai- 

yf wered, fhe bad feen him fallawing her when fhe bas lookd 

ber Shoalder, and when je turned ber felf round be va- 


_ 


like a Shadow bis: 


4 
| 


— her faith, That foe, the faid Jane Wen- 
| and 


tam, told bim, thet fometbing us d t0 come to ber Honfe, and 

Knocks, and at the Door; that fhe knew it 

a and that be ( meaning the Devil) iim 
her fe 


give Three | 
4 be, ( meaning the 
would bave bad ber hang berfelf in the Bussery, or drown ber. 
felf in the River 


This Informant farther faith, That jhe, she faid. Jan: 
Wenham, hath for many Ucars been reputed a Witch, 


4 


| 


im The Information of Thomas Harvey off 
— ~Walkerne. 


Homas Harvey of Walkerne faith upon Oath, That. 
| beard Jane Wenham fay the fame Words contained in thi 
Anformation of Uriah Wright, and shat Jane Wenham 


 . 


Been reputed a Witch thefe Ten Tears, 


 Uhave inferted thefe Informations, not becaufe I think 

"em very material but chiefly -becaufe I would give 
Reader the Sum of all the Informations, and. fhall not el{e- 
meet with fo proper ah Opportunity of mentionin; 
Leave we now Fane Wenham in the Gaoler’s Cuftody, and a | 
Set us fee what is done at Home. Aune Thorn continucd 
m= «to have her Fits, but was recovered as ufual by Prayers am 
ie and this Night was a Difcovery made more furprizing ” 
Sm than any Thing that has been yet related. As thefe unac- 0m 
Sm countable Paffages brought to Mind feveral Old Stories of 
it was among other Things remembered, that 

sftrange been found in the Pillow of the Perfon 
bewitch'd. is put their Curiofity upon fearching the 
 Maid’s Pillow, (which I muft obferve was a little 
mim. Fillow, which Mrs. Gardiner had herfelf newly ftuffed ) 
ma) Chis was accordingly done, and there was found in the 
Down a pteat many Cakes of {mall Feathers, f0.clofcly 
am. joined tegether, that an ordinary Force could nog pull them 
@funder. The particular Account of this {urprizing Appea- 
the Reader may expe&t when we come to {peak of 
| Mr. Bragge’s Evidence at the Trial, he having (pent half an 
Hour the next Moming in viewing and comparing Two 
_ Of thefe Cakes to each other, with a more chan ordinary 


a 
; 


ofity. Mr. Br was very defirous to have fome of | 
nd Cakes in order to be produced in Court, 
¢ was over-ruled by others, who not without Reafon 
Z opofing this to be che Charm, would have it all burnt, in © 
Bones the Effeéts of it might ceafe. And it is remarkable, 
hat after the burning thefe Feathers the Maid was better, 
had no more Fits till the Affizes: But ftill was di- © 
rbed with the Noifeof Scratchings, and Appearances of | 
ats, till Mr. Chauncy kill'd one of them which knocked-at * 
(mec Door, and after that the difmal Cries ceafed. e 
cannot here omit one Part of the Additional Informa- © 
on of Anne Thorn, taken before Sir Chanucy, March 
e 1ft. 
he She fays, That in the Morning of the 26th of February, as — 
the wer in Bed, fhe. a Cat fitting in the Winder, 
asMaich {poke to ber, and told bey fhe fhould have more Pins: and | 
st cafting ber Eyes on the Sheets, fire a hange crooked Pin, 
swonld not tomch it, and bid ber lead in the Bed-cloaths, 
nk Mae? Joon after that looked in the fame Place, and the Pin was 
fave ‘Thes or Friday the 29th of 
he fays alfo, Thas on Friday tbe 2 9th o , inthe 
“ fternoon, Jane Wenham appeared to ber at the and 
Pd to ber, bidding her come eut of the Doors, but fhe told 
nd r fhe would not come, and the Lord's Prayer ; that 
ed Jane Wenham difappeared, but afterwards came Twieeto 
Window again, and fading her Regding, went away, and 
ber no more, 
at I have now finifhed my Relation of what paft before the , 
sat rial; andfor the fake of l and to prevene Repeti-. 
ons, I have caft the whole Subftance of the Informations 
hemeco the Form of a continued Narrative, but with that © .@j 
and Caution, that as nothing chat was {worn to is 
4) mitted, foneither is any Thing material related, but 4 
heme is upon Oath. Come we now to the Proccedingsat the 4 
zes. We found great Difficulties at the very firft, moft | 
who had feen nothing of it themfelves, norheard 
y Thing, but imperfect Stories, and Reports, be- 
of to believe allof it; but this 
a id not fo much difcourage us, as a Miftake which we have % 
much Reafon to believe was wilful, in laying theIn- 
tment. We were told very confidently, that if we laid 


_ 


= tony, the being alive, altho’ with Submiffion to that Geri 
fe, tieman’s Knowledge in the Law there are many Inftances 
to the contrary... [ mention but one, julian Cox was 
at the Simmer.-Aflizes at Lannton, .in Somerfet fire, 
fiee.in the Year 1663, before Judge Archer, for practifing Witch- 
npon a Young Maid, whereby ber Body langwifved, and 
impaired of Fiealth, ‘by Reafon of . jirange Fits, upon Ac- 
count of the faid Witchcraft, (which was exactly our Cafe,). 
| and was upor that Indictment found Guilty, and executed 
Three or Four Days after. But it fecems we were not fuf- 
if = fer'd tolay our Indictment thus; nay, we were told by Bm 
the Perfon, whofe Bulinefs it was to draw it up, that 
neither could, nor would,-lay it fo» and afterwards, whtn 
mom. we came into Court, we found, to our great Surprize, am 
that the was Indicted only for converfing familiarly with the 


m=. Devil inthe Shape of a Cat, and not a Word, as we could hear, 

However, we thought ourfelves able to prove evén this 

by Twoor Three Witneffes, the main of our moft pofitive iim 

«Evidence being now made meerly Circumftantial. When 

ies the Bill was prefented to the Grand-Jury Anne Thorn was 


ina Fit, -occafioned: by the Sight of Zane Wenham in. the 
Court, When the Witnefics were there {worn to the Evi- 
dence they fhould give the Grand Inquett, but, was foon 
recovered out of it by Prayer, and was well enough to give im 
her Evidence to the Grand-Fury, as did Four or Five more Wm 
ofthe Principal Witneffes, and the Bill was foon found to @ 
About Nine in the Morning, March the ath, the Trial Bi 
came on before Mr. Juttice Powell. After the ufual For- OF 
malities, and the Prifoner having pleaded not Guilty, and i 
put herfelf on her Trial, the Jury were f{worn, and the 
Witnefles called over, being Sixteeninall, 
The firft. Evidence that was {worn was Anne Thorn, who 
poine to relate what had happened. to her; fell into a Fit, 
being taken Spsechlefs, with violent Convullions, and was 
very firong; my Lord faid, chat he never heard that in any 
Witches Trial before the Perfon afflicted fell into a Fit in 
Court ; but. for the Satisfaction of thie Jury he permitted 
the Prifoner to be brought near her, and to {peak to her, 
a a which the Girl few at her with great Fury, 25 
ufual. 
me = «- Then Mrs. Gardiner was{worn, who gave a very full 
and exact Account of what had paffed to her; leaving 


Ps 


Le >% ai 
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25 Houfe on Sunday, the 17th of February, when the Ping 


d 
a he might be pray’d for in Court, my Lord at 
.). yas unwilling, faying, Sbe will come to herfilf by dnd 
. BE The next Eviderice was the Reverend Mr. Gardineb, 


meectch Sticks, and the Prifoner’s coming in when they weré 
Mpurning, proceeded to all the Particulars, and concluded 
ith the above-mentioried Account of her Confeflion to 
; bim, and Mr. Strutt, he having been ani Eye-witnefs td 

li the firange Paffages. | 
ve Me he next was the Reverénd Mr. Robert Strutt, Vicat of 
irdley, who attefted the Prifoner’s Confeflion at latge, 


mmeveral of her grievous Fits, out of which fhe was recovertd 


0 fee whether fhe could fay the Lord’s Prayer, and that 
he could not do it, naming the Sentences fhe could not fay: 


Meet her Fits by Prayer, my Lord asked him what Prayers weré 
Waapied,; he anfwered, feveral out of the Office for the Vifita- 
Sepion of the Sick, and other Parts of the Common-Prayer: 
wapevly Lord was pleafed to fay, That he bad heard there were 
eee rms of Exsrci{m in the Romifh Liturgy, but knew not that mé 
any fuch in our Church, However, be was glad to find 
was {uch Virtue in our Prayers. 

me Afterwards Anne Thorn continuing in her Fit, the Reve 
meend Mr. Chifbull offer'd; and was permitted to pray 5 
me ufed that Form in the Office for the Vifitation of the 
Mick which begins; The Almighty Lord, who is a ftro 


i mower, Cc. and repeated the Lord’s Prayer, upon wick 
sd he Colour came into the Maid’s Cheeks, and the Jury; an 

., Mpthers that were near her, heard her diftin@ly repeat thé 


er ctitions of the Lord’s Prayer after the Minilter. It was 
hat Mr. Chifbull dhould offer his Affiftance at that 


mime, when its Prayers were ridicul’ be too many 
lige wers prefent, tho. indeéd his aétin 


ere brought toher Servant, Anne Thorn ‘her Evidehc& 
Savas long, and very particular, being the fame in Subfance 
Myvith the above-written Narrative. In the mean Timé > 

{nne Thorn had another Fit, and it being propofed. that @ 


of Walkerne, who related thie Quarrel between Foba 


bapman and the Prifoner, which was'referred to him, % 
old the Story of Anne Thorn’s running the tirlt Time td, 


nd depofed, that he was prefent, and faw Anne Thorn in 


. Prayer ; he faid alfo that he tried the Prifoner often 


hen he was talking of the Recovery of Anne Thorn out. 


xtreamly well taken by alttrue Lovers of the Church. 


a 


i 
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as 
ey 
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4 was but agreeable to the reft of his fliining Cha. 
xacter. | | 
, Another Witnefs was Mr. Arthur Chauncy, who depofed, & 

Mee. thathe wasprefent at the Second Time of Anne Thorn’: iim 
fee running for Sticks ; that then fhe went no farther than the jim 
bottom of White-Hill, her Strength failing her, (as is above 
me. related ; ) that he follawed Anne Thorn at a Diftance when i 
| fhe went the Third Time, but behind an Hedge, fo that 
fhe did not fee him ; that he faw her go tothe Tree, pull 


e. 


fee. off the Sticks, wrap ’em in her Apron, and come running im 
See Home, That when fhe felldown, he and Thomas Ireland 
fe. took her in their Arms, and brought ker Home ; that fhe im 
was forced from them, and went over a Five-Bar-Gate asm 
nimbly as a Greyhound, which Words my Lord taking No- 
S tice of; he again afirmed upon his Oath, that fhe went 
». over as {wiftly as ever. he had {een a Greyhound Jeap over iim 
Gate. That he had feen Anne Thorn in feveral of 
her Fits, and that {he always recovered upon Prayers, or 
i ane Wenbam's coming to her ; and: particularly related at iim 
m® large an Account of the greatefi Fit of all, when fhe was 
im. given over for Dead, but recovered upon the Approach of i 
© the Prifoner, altho’ at.that Time Prayers were infuficient. 
He related, that he prick’d the Prifoner feveral times.in che 
Arm, but could fetch no Blood from: her. That he faw 
» ‘Pins in the Hands of Anne Thorn, when there were none in 
her Cloaths, nor anywhere within her Reach; that heii 
took feveral of thefe Pins from her, which he was ready to ii 
produce, Fhe Judge told him thst was needlefs, he fuppofed 
they were crooked Pins, Mr. Channcy proceeding fo re- 
late, that upon hearing:-a great Noife of Cats {creaming 
about the Houfe, he went.out feveral times, and faw feve Hm 
ral of them together ; that he heard them cry fometimes 
like Children ; that once he was not able to {trike them, 
but afterwards he kill'd one of them, Being asked with Him 
‘what ? He anfwered, -with a Setting-ftaff. He faid alfo, 
that he faw the Feathers taken out of the Maid’s Pillow ; 
that there were feveral:ltttle Cakes of Feathers nicely joined 
together, and fo ftrongly cemented, that the tft Night 
were taken out.otthe Piliow, he try’d to pull them 
afunder, but couldnot do it, and fora tarther Account of 
>. Bhenext that wasf{wom, Mr. Francis Bragge,. who. be- 
©) gam to eclate prefent the firlt Time of:tlie 
fos Sticisy but was intergupted by. the 


Mudge, and asked whether’ he had any new Matter which | 
as not already {worn to ? He anfwered, he had fomething 
w.to offer ; being diredéted to proceed, he faid, that on 
ue{day the 19th of February, he Chaving heard that ftrange 
akes of Feathers were taken out of Anne Thorn’s Pillow the 
ight before, ) was defirous-tofte them ; that he went in- © 
ma » the Room where thefe Feathers ‘were, and took Two of. — 
Cakes, and compared them together. He faid chey 
vere both of a Circular Figure, ‘fomething larger than a 
Piece ; that he obferved the finall Feathers were 
iac’d in a Nice and Curious Order, at equal Dittances from 
refgeach other, making fo many Radw of the Circle in_ the) 
me enter of which the Quill ends of the Feathers met. That ¥ 
»ampe counted the Number of thefe Feathers, and found 9% 
it Mpbem to be 32 in each Cake. That afterwards he endea- © 
to pull off Two or Three of them, and obferved 
they were'faftned- together by a fort of Vifcous Mat- 
os st, which would ftretch Seven or Eight Inches in a fine, 
a hread before i#t:broke.. That having taken off feveral 
* f thefe Feathers,’ he removed with his Finger that Vifcous 
af atter, and fourid under it, in the Center, fome fhort . 
dairs, Black and Grey, matted together, which hedoes 
ve to. be Cats Hair. ‘Upon Examination of.the other 
“ ake, he found it exa@ly refembling the former tr all its 
‘7 Parts. He {aid ha¢id not examine any more of them, » 
they feem’d tovbe all alike, and that he faw Ten of 
welve of them, He faid alfothat Jane confclsd 
¥ him that fhe had pra¢tifed' Witcheraft thefe ‘Sixteen 
».fmmecars. “I have been the larger in relating the Evidence of 
_ is Witnefs, becaufe he gaye in no written Information — 
Str Henry Chauncy. 
ra My Lord faid, that he wifh’d he could fee an Enchanted © 
: eather; and feem’d to wonder that none of thefe ftrange 
akes were preferved ; and ask'd the Witnefs why hedid 
hot keep Oneor Twoof them? He anfwered, he would 
's ave done it, but was not permitted, they being of Opi- 
4 ion that the Maid might be eafed if they were all 
burnt. 
Then was {worn Mr. Thomas Adams, Jumior, of Walkerne, 
of yhofe Evidence was exaGtly the fame with his Information 
above tran{cribed. 7 
Then came ‘Matthew Gilfton, who told the Storyofhis 
ie oning for a Penyworth of Straw ; adding one Circum- 
which was omitted in his aboye-mentioned 


Paration, viz. that when upon his asking for 9 Penyworth 
aq at Munder’s-Hill, they refufed to give hip 
B any, he faw the Old Woman in the Riding-hood again, and 
that the direGted him tothe Dung-heaps, from whence he 
i brought Home the Straw in his Shirt; all the reft of his 
Evidence was the fame with his Information. 
Another. Evidence was Fobn Chapman, of Walkerne, who 
B faid that he had for many Years ufpected the Prifoner- to 
i *be a Witch; that the Reafon eye did fo was becaufe he 
= conftantly found, whenever fhe had threatned him, that 
= his Horfes, or other of his Cattle, dy’d ftrangely, without Him 
ee any Signsof g Natural Difeafe, andthat he believ’d he had 
| above Two Hundred Pound -by.her ina very fhort 
Be . Afterwards was {worn Sufan Aylott, who depofed, that i 
® Richard Harvey's Wife, andalfo her Child, were bewitched im 
=~ to Death by the Prifoner, her Evidence being the fame im 
Elizabeth Field was alfo {worn.. She faid that about Nine 5 
- Years ago fhe had a Nurfe-child, and that one Day the im 
Prifoner came and firoaked the Child, faying, it was 2am 
curious Child, or Words to that Purpofe ; that foon after- 
f wards, in the Evening of the fame Day, the Child was im 
me 6=—Ssétaken ftrangely ill, one of her Legs being fodiftorted, that Him 
the Toes were turned back behind thé Heel ; that in Two 
Days Time that Leg was well, and other diftorted in 
im. the ane Manner as the firft had been, That afterwards ii 
mie the Child, had firange Fits, and Convulfions at Times, y 
pined away till fhedied ; that the always thought the 
Child was Bewitched by Fane Wenbam, the Prifoner at the 
| Bar. Being asked why fhe did not Profecute her immedi- iim 
ately 2 She anfwered, fhe wasa Poor Woman, and 
mm. the Child had no Friends able to bear the Charges of .. 
fuch a Profecution. again asked whether fhe was 
me ‘grown Rich Since? She faid the was fiill very Poor, but 
fhis Opportunity prefenting itfelf, fhe laid hold of it 
give her Evidence. it 
*" William Borroughs being Sworn, faid that he had fea 
~Agne Thornin feveral of her Fits; that he'twice brought the 
 -Prifoner to her, and that both Times fhe recovered imme- 
diately, and flew at her to fcratch her; he {aid alfo that 
| | ~—s the Pxjfoner was one of a very ill Reputation, and that he, 
feveral others of the Neighbourhood, fufpected 
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o be a Witch for many Years, 
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born had that fhe threatned her it 
| earing a Noife of * 


ho Mimwith her than it had beenyet: That he i 
to NMC ars crying and fcreaming about the Houfe feveral Times} _ 
he Za and {aw feveral of them, which towards © 


Bvent out 
Fane Wenham’ Houfe ; that he faw aCat witha Face like « 
Wenham ; that he, with Mr. was not able 
force Thorn through the Gate which was open, bug 
Mahe went over the other very {wiftly: This I think wag © 
Sum of his Evidence. 
me fomes Burvile was alfo Sworn, who faid, That hearing 
Bethe Scratchings and Noifes of Cats, he went out, and faw. - 
ne MMeversl of them; that one of them had a Face like Jane | 
cnbam. that he was ptefent feveral Times when Anne 
s MRT born {aid the {aw Cats about her Bed ; and more he would 
attefted, but this was though fufficient by the Court, 
me Uriah Wright, and Thomas Harvey, being Sworn, at- . 
efted the Subltance of their Informations above inferted, _ 
Mend added, that they asked the Prifoner in what Shape the 
to appear to her, and the faid the fancied him to 
This is a fhort Account of the Evidence given at the 


jut 
ad 5 


rt 


ds GS rial, which the Reader mutt perceive that I have de- 
es, ignedly abbreviated, left he fhould be cloy’d with the 
he mame Things too often repeated. 
he Bie Afterwards the Prifoner faying little for herfelf, but that 


li- Hshe was a Clear Woman, the Judge fummed up the Evi- 
to’ the Jury ina fhort Speech and left it to 


of whether it was fufficient to take away the Prifoner’s Li 
as pon theIndi@ment: The Jury defiring fome Time to 
yut onfider of it, the Court a¢journed till Three in the After- 


oon, (it being now paft One,) and then the Jury returned, - 
nd brought in their Verdi@, that the Prifoner was Guilty 


hey found her Guilty upon the Indi€tment for converfing 
vith the Devil in the Shape of a Cat; the Foreman an- 


Prifoncr receiv'd Sentence of Death, but was Reprieved, 
fill further Orders, © f 


—— 


pon the Evidence. My Lord then asked them whether = * 


wered, We find her Guilty of that: Upon this Verdi@ the — 4 


Thomas Ireland was the’next Sworn, who attefied that | 
€ had been all along an Eye-witnefs to the whole Courfe’ | 
of the Maid’s Diforder ; thath ¢ had feen her recover out-of > 
er Fits at the Approach of the Prifoner; that he faw Jang § 
enbam within Three Minutes of the Time when Anne © 
a 
to 
he | 
4 
at 
Cy 


pe Reader may. 
cunitance, of 


that Wenbam, after her Condemnation, . told William 
 _Borroyghs, of Walkerne, who went to fee her in Prifon, that @ 
Anne Thorn fhould not be well yet, and threatned alio ano- 
ther of Walkerne, viz. Ame'Strect, (who had been in the 
| Iike.Condition with for feveral Days before.) 
that fhe thould alfobe worfe: This William Borroughs. at- 7m 
tefied. with his own Mouth, and fad Experience 
 papved.it to be too true, I fhall referve the whole Story of 
the Saferings of dane, Sivect’ to an Appendix, and procecd 
to relate how the Witches Vfords were made good to fim 
Soon after the was returned from Hertford, on the sthof 
-Mareh, at Night the faidi{he faw fanedVenbam at the Win- 
that fhe called to her, faying, svill Torment you 
ight, and-that Night fhe had.a Terrible: fit, aud was of- 
ten tadly pinched inthe Breaft, and other Parts of the Bo- 
the:-Marks. of which remained very plain for feveral 
Days; I-amyfelf faw-one of thefe Marks on her Breatt, 
whichwasas big asa Sixpence, and turned to a Blackith 
Colour, The next: Day. the had many Fits, out of which 
The was; recovered by Prayers. Inftead of having Pins 
broughttaher,; fhe was now tempted to deftroy. herfelf, by 
Katte opyey'd.co her;Hands, fhe knew not how, with 
Which fhe was told fhe muft kill herfelf. ‘They. continu- 
| q » cd, praying by her all that Day, yct fhe was ever “and anon 


Gs by this Narrative, every Cir- 
s over and over Sworti:to in Court, 
Me that. there were Three Things which fixed this Witch- 
the Prifoner; rf, Her threatning Aane Thorn 
running to fetch Sticks, (which was contained 
+ gn Anne Thorn’s Information upon Oath, and read in Court, 
|g fi not being able to give her Evidence becaufe of her 
Wits :) Andadly, The conftant Recovery out of 
* them, upon Jane Wenbam’s coming to her, and her crying 
outiof her injall her Intervals : And 3dly, It was fix'd up- 
on her fill. more firongly by her own -Confeffion, which 
was attelied by ‘Mr. Strutt, and Mr. Gardiner, in 
© the Court; andas forthe Circumftance of the Cat there 
ere Four Witneffes to that part. of the Charge, part, I 
~ day, only of th eCharge the Profecutors laid upon Fane Wen- 
, a altho” it was unaccountably made the whole of 
Indifiment: 
But. before I makeiany more Obfervations upon all. thefe 
amazing Circumfiances; I muft here acguaint my :Reader 


adly plinchéd and at fuch Times us’d.to cry out fo ad 
| 


chat it pitied alltheBeholders.. 
B® There was prefent at one of thefe Fits, among many 


MiB chers, one that had but little Faich in Things of this 
| ature ; but was greatly furprized, and thorenghly con- - 


4 


j inced, in the following Manner. As the was: {tanding by 


jult ready to ftart out. 


f 4 itch, which he had heard feveral Ways told, ete 
Meet this Nature generally are. When he faw hes‘in her F 


which. ftood clof& to. the Wall, and imme- 


receive 
mhich fhe knew could not come from behind the Ha 


ere, ) and juft. at this Time the Maid pointed carneftly 


Way. She was very often pointing to fome Part or 
Mather of the Room, crying out, Look, look there, don't you 
it Being asked 

Seog, fometimes a Cat, and fometimes Mother Wenham in 
mepcr proper Shape ; and thus fhe continued, grievouily tor- 


what > Sometimes fhe faid’ the fawa 


ented all that Night; often crying out that fie was 


| : inched; and when fhe told the Company whereabouts 


was that fhe was fo pinched, they would look upon the 


_ lace, and always found afrefh Mark of a Pinch, which 
quite Raw, and.ina Quarter of an Hour skin’d 


ver like a dry. Burn, and :fometimes the Blood would 


The next Morning fhe had another Fit, at which a very 
wenious Gentleman, and Able Phyfician, hafpened to be 


refent ; his Curiofity bringing him a little. out of his 


ay to enquire into the Truth of the Story of this 


ty 


® which was one of the leaft fhe ever had, ) he try'd whe 
Seener he could bring her out of it without Prayers ; he took 


great Feather, which he burning, held under the Maid’s 
ofe ; and tho’ the Stink wasfo great that we were not 


mebleto bear it in the Room, yet the Maid received that 


Metrong Steam into her Nofé without. being the leaf af- 
meccted with it, as far as we could perceive. leave it to 
thers to determine how farit is ble in fuch a Cafe 


nd examined into as many Particulars as-he chomght’ fit, 

order to fatishe himfelf, and upon the Girl’s crying out 
fterwards that the was pinched, he asked where?» And 
pe upon her. Foot, we alllooked, and faw. a freth 


Th 


¢ 


he Maid’s fhe accidentaily clapp’d her Hand) againft® 


. 


Three Blows in the Palm of her Hand,- / 
there being not the leaft Cavity, or Hollownefs; J 


> 


Aa 


counterfeit, and proceed, TheDoctor fele herPulle, 
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: 
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ie. Maid recovered by Prayer before he departed. I cannot 
@ fay that the little he faw thoroughly convinced him, who 
© 4s a profefs'd Unbeliever of Things of this Nature ; but 
| (thus much he faid, we might take his Word for, as a Phy- 
 fician, That it was no Natural Difeafe under which the Maid 
baboured ; that it muft be either Counterfeit, or Preternatural, 
| +. And upon this Iffue we declare our felves willing to put the 


> 


“<4 


whole Matter before all the World. 
After this the Maid continued pretty well, but on Wed: 
nefday, the 12th of March, fhe {aw Fane Wenbam again {e- 
-veral times in the Afternoon, and at Night. She told 
_ _ her fhe was come to plague her, but the Maid received no @ 
farther Hurt that Night. The next Day fhe faw her again 
in the Shape of a Cat ; I asked her how fhe knew that Cat 
to be Mother Wenham ? She {aids the knew it to be her, be- 
eaufe the Face of the Cat was like hers, and fhe (the Cat) 
{poke toher, and told her fhe would torment hers An Hour 
_ or Two after-this, (fhe fays,) the faw Jane Wenham in her 
proper Shape feveral times, and was violently pinched, as 
before ; and that fhe hada Knife conveyed to her Hands; 
and afterwards into her Pocket, fhe knows not how, but 
that fhe was tempted to deftroy herfelf with the Knife § 
~ She had another {mall Fit that Day, but is much better 
than fhe has been. | 
Khavenowdone with the Story of this unhappy Maid, § 
} whom I doubt not but che Reader — to be a very 
ape Fanciful Perfon, and will hardly believe me 
} when I affure him that fhe is quite the reverfe of all this. Him 
But thisis really the Cafe, fhe is of a very Lively, Brisk 
Temper, never was known to be eafily frighted, and even 
this long Diforder has* not fo far broke her Spirits, but 
| ss whenever fhe has a lucid Interval from her Paiis, the is ve- 
Chearful and Pleafant, and pleafes herfelf with the Hopes 
| that e’er long fhe fhall*be well. I have upon this Occati, 
on enquired into other Parts of her Chara@ter, and find the 
has a very good one. Her Mittrefs fays the is a diligent and 
faithful Servant; and oné that minds good Things, and 
loves to fay her Prayers, and gotoChurch. She is not yet 
venteen Yearsold, and has feen but little of the World, 
f, ving never been far from Home, $ 
_ Nor can any one imagine that this,Young Girl fhould 
' be able tocontrive and carry on a Cheat fo Nicely, as to de- 
ecive not only all the:Family where fhe lived, but the whole 
INeighbourhood, who were.all prefent at fome Past ot. 


f 
| 


seher of het Difordet? That fhe fhould chufe fuch an Uolucky Time 

or atting this part, as when her Knee was juft fer, rather than whem 
fhe aod able to ruo, that fhe fhowid be able of herfelf aot 
un at the prodigious Rate the did, not lefs chen Eight or Nine Miles 9 
er Hour, and to cousterfeit even Death icfelf one Minete, and re-, © 


ut 

tore-herfelf :o Healch the very next; and that fhe fhould par her- 
id co all chis Trou le formo Manner of Pleafure or Profic, is fo vesy 
mnconceivabic, fo wholly ugaccountable, that I muft needs fay I thall’ 


never have Faich enough to believe fuch an Heap of Abfurdities. 
Then, thatthe Peifoner too fhould come into the Plot againft her- 
Self, and confefs that fhe had bewitched this Maid and. this wichous. 
ny Force, or Conftraint, any Threatning, or er ill Ufage, mm 
wD 


bring her to this Coofeffion, (for the Truth of which wea 
Mr. Archer himfelf, her Kinfman, who was prefent when fhe com 
fefs'd to Mr. Gardiner and Mr, Strut?,) that fhe fhould name | 
ime when fhe made a League with the Devil when there was no : 

hing, and by this bring herfelf to a-fhameful Death, is another Dit- 
ficulry, which my free thinking will not fuffer me to {wallow. 2 

As f.r the Charatter of Fane Wenbem, 1 would pot foul my Paper 
with it, wereit not indaftrioufy reported by fome People that know 
nothingref-her, only co difcredic a Sc@#y, they are unwilling to be- 
licve that fhe is a very good Woman. If acontinued Courfe of Idle~ 
nefs and Thievery, for mamy Years together, if the Charadter ofa 
Whore, andthe Praétice of common Swearing and Curfing will de- 
nominate agood Woman, we are willing to allow Fane Wenham w be 
one; nay, upon Second Thoughts, we will allow it upon eafier Terms, 
if fhe can find any one in the Parifh thar will fay that he thinks her 
fo, we will fay fotoo: Nay, if fhe can perfwade her own Husband 
ofay fo, we will not flaid out; but che Truth of the Bufinefs.s; 
that rer neareft Relations thinks fhe deferves to die, and that , 
Other Accountsthan Witchcraft. Befides:the many Felonies fhe has 
been fufpeéted to have committed, there are more than one that fhe 
has confe(s’d ; fo thac if the Neighbourhood had been defirous @ 
trouble her, they might have taken a much eafier Courfe, and have ° 
proved her a Thief wich Jefs Difficulry than chey have convicted her 
aWitch. In fhorr, there is this difference between the Charafters 
of Anne Thorn aud Fane Wenbam, that the former had no Body's if 
Word, and the Jatter no Body’s good one; and it was obfervable, 
that at the Tryal not one Perfop, no, not any of her own Childrep 
fo much as appeat’d to {peak coher Repuration. 

Now let the Reader refle& upon the whole Evidence, let him pur 
all chefe Things together, and we doubt not but he will be farished 
with our Proceedings: We had born with this Woman for map 
Years after fhe had been fufpeéted by het Witchcrafts to have cau 
the Death of Three Perfons, a Woman and TwoChildren ; we had 
born with her Thefcs and ill Tongue with a great deal of Patience, 
‘but when Mr. Gardiner faw fo many ftrange Thing: in his own Houfe, | 
and fo much Reafon co think they were occafioned by this Woman's 
Wickednefs; te would have been ihe in his Duty to his Neigh- 
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Bours, a3 well as his Care for thofc immediately under his Eye, ‘if he 
| thad not endeavoured in a Legal Manner to bring thefe hidden Works 
pot Dasknefs to Light, anda Publick Examination in the Face of the 


+ Fhere are thofe who make a mighty Jeft _of the Maid’s Recovery 
Yourof her Firs by Prayer ; but to us this is a great Argument, that 
| thefe Fits were immediately infli&ted by Evil Spirits, who are driven 
away by the Holy Force of Prayer, which our Saviour has fo often 
preicsibed as the beft Remedy againft the Power and Malice of. the 
Devil, and extends evento the caftiog him our of thofe Poor Crea- 
sures he had pofiefied. This Kind, faich our Saviour, {peakiog of 
» cafliag out Devils, goeth not out but by Fafting and Prayer: And to 
f what fhould wehave Recourfe in fuch Extremities as thefe, bur to 
“the Almighty Power of God, who, and who only, is able co proret 
ws again{t tire Malice of che Devil? Such Holy Charms or Amutlets 
againft Satax, as Prayers are fomewhere: ftiled by S:. Au/tin, we are 
mot ac all afhamed to own, let the World call ’em Exvrcifms, or by 
wha: other Invidious Names they fhal! chiok fic, 

_ However, for the Satisfaction of the Reader we fhal! acquaint him 
‘whar thefe Exorcifms and Conjurations were, which had fo good Intlu- 
efice where all other Means were ineffectual. 

They were frfit the Lord’s-Prayer, then the Collect io the Office 
for the Viiitation of the Sick, which begins, O Lord, lock down from 
| Heaven, &ic- The Prayer at che Ead of the fame Office, (with fome 
few Variations,) for Perfons troubled in Mind, that ia the Litany, 
We humbly befeech thee, O Father, &c, and that at the End, O God, 
Merciful Father, that defpifef not the Sighing of a Contrite Heart, 
and fometimes chat Benedittion in the Office aboyemention’d, The} 
Almighty Lord, who is a firong Tower, Séc. Sometimes we ufed 
_ ‘the Colleé&ts appointed by the Church, for the 4th Sunday after | 
Epiphany, the 2d Sunday in Lent, and the 18th Sunday after 

‘Trmity. Thele were the Conjurations and Charms that were ufed, 

and no other; and Biefied be God they were juftified by che good 

Eietts chat followed. | 

. Je may be here objected, that fince the Power of Almighty God is § 

Tofinite, and his Earalways open co Pious Prayers ; how came it to 

‘pafs, chat in ove of the worft Fits chis Maid had, Prayers were found 

_. go be ineffectual ?, I anfwer, that if we may prefumie to look into 

| the Secrets of God’s Providences fo far, the Reafon {eems ta be this, 

fh her not recovering till the Witch came in might ferve as a Means the 

. more fully co convict thac Wretched Woman, and by that Means bring 

her toche Pusifhment fo juftly due ro her Demerits ; and indeed upon 

the Maid’s ftarting up when Fane Wenham approached her, sho’ the 
bur jaft before had feemed to all that were prefent to be really dead; 
the whole Company was fully fatisfied thac the was indeed caft into 
that Deplorable Condition by the Prattices of this Wicked Woman. 
That the Cakes of Feathers\found in the Maid’s Pillow were really 
fome Devilifh Enchantment, is I think very probable; becaufe orher- 


4 ic is really ftrange that the Feathers fhould be fo clofely knit to 
suld come by Chance is as inconceivable come, as thar -the 
crers fhould by meer Accidenrfall iato One of the Verfes of Virgi 

Horace, The Vifcous Matter with-which thefe Feathers were 


‘ch Mr. Glanvil, and others, mention as often ufed by Witches, 
[cannot expeét that this Narrative will meet with any Credit -a- 
ong thofe who are refolved againft all Teftimony, that of the Holy. 


Witches , but I hope it will fully facisfie all others, thac in this Pro- 
cution nothing was done but upon good Grounds ,; and havi 
bw fairly reprefented our Doings to the World, we fubmic ourfelves 
the Reader’s Impartial Judgment, and reft fully fatisfied in having 
{charged our Duties. And thus, | 


 Likeravimus animas Noftras. 


ontaining an Account of the Sufferings of Anne 
Street, by the Witchcrafts of Jane Wenham. 


Aving promis’d to give the Reader a particular Account of Anne 
Street’s Diforder, I come now to perform it ; 1 muft premife, 
atthis Anne Street was a very brisk healthful Maid before fhe had 
efe Fits, which do not in the leaft refemble Fits of the Mother, 
any Natural Difeafe: 1 had this Account from her own Month, 
nd alcho’ it has not been yet Sworn before any Magiftrare, yet the 
hole Neighbourhood know it to be true. 
On Sunday, the 17th of February, . Anne Street was taken Speeches 
fs, and afterwards fell into Convulfions, and was fo ftrong that 
bree of Four Men could not hold her ; her Mind ran ftrangely up- 


oufe, but whither, or co what Purpofe, fhe could sor tell; how- 
ver, {he was prevented by chofe about her, who kept her within, 
eft {he fhould do herfelf any Harm ; and upon their going to Prayers 


2 erecovered, and was pretty well chat Night. 

D The next Day fhe was cempred to deftroy herfelf, -bur-was fo nary 
¢ owly watched that fhe could find no Opportunity, altho” fhe once 
F attempted to cheak herfelf sith the Sheets of che Bed: The Day af- 


a er fhe got out of the Houfe, and ram into a Pond to drowu herfelf, 
aod was hardly faved by Three Men, who had much ado to pull her 
y Out of the Water ; being asked what moved her to do this? She faid 


he knew nor, but the muft kill her(elf; foon after this fhe had a 
Fit, and upon her Recovery out of it by Prayer, fhe faid that the 


faw 


| 


but Fane Wenham, and fhe was ftrongly tempred ro ran out of the: 


cher, aod rank’d in fuch an_exatt Mathematical Order. How this » % 


ned puts,me in Mind of chat Ointment made of Dead Mens Flefh, . 


riptures nor excepted never to believethat there are any fuchPerfons 
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faw a Car, which hed a Pace like Fane Wenham, thar his Cat {poke 
hy. to her, and told the muft kill herfcif, bidding her not to regarg 
- @hat her Friends faid co her, but kill herfelf, or elfe the fhould never }, 
well + Sie has feveral Timesfince feen this Car, who always fpeaks tp 
her’; Mic had ‘many of thefe Fits, which exaétly refembled thofe 
.“Whenthe Maid was in her Fics tere were ftrange Noifes beard 
about the Houle, fometimes a Sound like chat of Two Men Threhhins 
- atorher Time there was great Knockings againft the Table and th 
Walls of the Honfe, which were heard very diftin&ly by all that wer 
prefent; the Bed-Cloaths.and Bed were feen to be lifged up from tly 
Bed-ftead when no Body touched them, _ : | 
| © ~ Afterwards Anne Street faw Fane Wenbam in her own Shape, fh 
{poke ro her, and bid her come our, avhich fhe would have donc i 
could ha¥e found any Opportuniry: after this fhe fell int 
another Fit, ‘and was grievoufly pinched, fo that in many Places¢f 
}* ther Body the Blood was ready co ftart out ; when fhe could {peak {hk 
cryed out that fhe faw Mother Wenbam again, who faid fhe would 
Torment her : In another of thefeFiss fhe faid that fhe had a Knif 
convey’d to her, with which fhe was directed to ftab herfelf, chat a 
terwards it was gone again, Me knew nothow, - 
She continues in this fad Condition, ard has often Fits, and her 
Body is full of Marks of Pinches fhe has received, fhe fees Mothe 
 Wenbam always before a Fit. 
HSC He’ Reafoh why this Anne Street did not appear in Court, wa, 
 becaufe her Friends Poor, and hoping that the Witch would 
be Convicted wpon'the other Evidence,) were unwilling cto be at che 
Charge of coming'to the Affizes: And for the Truch of all this, I apg 
peal to the whole Town of Walkerne, who faw and heard chelti 
ftrange Things. | 
¥thall sow inferc a Certificate from Mr. Green the Surgeon, who 
Set. Anne Thern’s Knee, thatthe World may be fatisfied chat her Bose 
Was really outof Joint. | 


Mofs-Bury, March 15th, 1731-12. 


_ Ts are to Cercifie whom it may concern, that on Afonday the 11th 
ig of » AnneThorn, Servant to the Reverend Mr, Gardiner, 
Minifier of Walkerne, came to me, haviug her Koee of Joint,and 1 
didfecit ; fhe came alfo on the 13th of the fame Month, her Bone 
being out again, and | did then alfo fec it; amd that Anne Thorn was 

‘weey Lame, not able to walk, much to run out into the Fields. 
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THE. 


PREFACE. 


PON the repeated Solicitations of ma- 
ny Letters from my Corre{pondents, who 
have approv’d of the following Papers, 
and been urgent for Publifhing them together in 
mone Pampblet for the General Good, they make 
their Appearance after this Manner. But be- 
caufe fome have been pleas’d to obferve, That it 
is a very odd Thing that our Laws Impower 
Fudges to put People to Death for Witchcraft, 
if there is no fuch Thing as a Witch in the 
World; and others afirm, That the Records 
of Fufice are full of Inftances, in all Ages, of 
the Truth of Witchcraft, which, in their Opi- 
nion, amounts to a Demonftration. JI /ball, for 
the Satiffattion of the Firft, have Recourfz to fuch 
Laws as have been Enated here in England con- 
cerning it, as alfo thofe that bave been made in 
Foreign Countries; and to quiet the Minds of the 
laft, Jhew them how far of their Surmifes are 
from any Thing that bears the Face of Reality, 


To begin with the Firft, Itis faid that the 33d 
of Henry VIII. was the fr Statute againft 
Witchcraft, one Claufe of which is, Or for the 

| A 2 Defpight 
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Defpight of Chrift, or Lucre of Money to 
pull down any Crofs; and is there made Felo- 
ny, which fhews, that this Statute was partly made 
upon Account of the Religion which then prevail 
and that this Crime was as Capital as to conf{ume 
any Perfon in bis Body, Members, or Goods ; fo 
fuperftitious was this Nation in thofe Days; but 
this Statute was afterwards repeal'd in yevoral 
Reigns, vix."Ed. 6; Cap. 12. 1 Mar. Cap. 1. 
which perbaps thofe Iwo Parliaments never would 
have done, mitbout making, another again 
Witches, if they bad believ’d théré were amy fucb 
Creatures ; this Repealing being a Kind of Legal 
Toleration for Witches, there being no Coriimon 
Law whereby.to them. But what Reafonr 
the Parliament had to make this firft Statute a- 
gainff Wirches, or what Inducement the next Two 
Reigns bad to repeal it, or what Motives the fuc- 
ceeding Reigns to make more fevere Laws axainft 
them, may be worth Enquiry, confidering that | 
Witchcraft bas abpays been the fame in all Ages. | 


We ave likewife inform’2, That the fir/t Perfon 


who were condemn'd for Witches, Juffer’d in the § | 


Year 1200, when Frederick the Second made a 
Law for Burning of Hereticks ; and that the Iu | 
quifitors having judgd the Crime of Witchcraft 
to be Herefy, and that tobe a Witch was the 
Same Thing to the Pope, as to be a Traytor to a 
Temporal Prince; they did in Rome, Spain, &¢. 
condemn, by that Law, fuppos’d Witches as He- 
-reticks, ecaufe Witches had. renounc’d their 
Baptifmal M4 and ador'd Satan: And this 


they did to the ufurp’d Dominion of th: 
Pope, and for their own Profit, they baving a 


Share 
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ix the Goods and Effates fuch fo 
Beondenma: And probably this Law, and the Ex- 
of the Inquifitions have’ been the chief 
BeGrounds that other Countries, tn particular, Eng- 
Mand, did «fterwards make Laws of the fame 
and Witches in ltke Manner, 

yer fince ; till rhe Statute of De Heretico com- 
burendo was repealed. For, atcordine to Coke’s 
nffitute 24, Part 44, 46, it feems as if before 
Statute of Henry Witches were al- 
ways Tryd by Ecclefiafiical Laws and Fudges, and 
Bicondemn'd as Hereticks or Apoftates, and that 

the Cognizance of Perjons under thefe Circum- 
ie fances, was by this Statute transform’d from an 
Lcclefaftical to a Temporal Judicature, as they 
me were Killing Witches, not as Hereticks and 


In Anfwer to the Second Propoftion I fhall take 
the Liberty to declare, that the Records mention’d 
therern cannot amount to a Demonftration. Por if, 
even Glanvil bim/elf Speaks true, who fays, Fol. 
103, That we are Ignorant of the Extents and 
Bounds ot Nature’s Sphere, and Poff:bilities, 
it will folow that We are uncertain whether toofe 
Faéts for which Witches, bave been condemn’d 
were really done by Witchcraft, or produc’d by 
the Conrfe of Nature: And can this Uncertainty 
orn ‘hse ch 2 2. Fudges, for Ente- 
Jake, have fuffer’d themfelves to be impos'd 
upon by Falfe Witnefles, fo 
cent Perfons for Things they were never Guilty — 
of : And can the Records of thofe Condemnations 

amount to a Demonftration? 3, Fudges have con- 
demn'd Innocent Perfons for Fats that were 
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ve ofible to be done : And can the Records of thefe 
Fas amount to a Demonftration ? 4. Fudges bave 
condemu’d many Innocent Perfons upon the Tefti- 
mony of Pretended Witchfinders, who being Au- 
thoriz’d and Encourag’d by great Perfons (even o 
the. Miniftry) were fent abroad into Scotland, 
and Northumberland, who made Afidavit that, 
upon Search, they bad found fuppos’d Witch: 
marks, by putting Sharp Pins and Needles into 
Warts, and Excrefcenfcies of divers Perfons who 
did not at all Complain, and can the ds of 
thefe Matters amount to a Demonftration? 5, 
The Fudges themfelves are not Infallible, and may, 
perbaps, bave Erroneous Notions of befe Dark 
and Abftrufe Matters,and condemn Witches wrong- 
fully,as it is faid,a Bifbop of Mentz was Excommu- 
nicated for holding that there were Antipodes, by | 
fome Hundreds of Men that were accounted Lear- 
ned and Wife, and do thefe Records of Witchcraft 
any more amount toa Domorftration, than this Ex. 
communication did of there being no [uch Creatures 
as Antipodes? Thofe Bifhops, probably, were as 
Knowing and Prudent, as the Inquifitors or our own 
Judges and the Demonftrations of the Antipodes 
is far more Obvious and Intelligible than thofé im- 
pofible Inftances of Witchcraft, for which 2000 
Souls have been Innocently Condemn’d: Which 
Confiderations may caution our Furies not to be fo 
in declaring People Guilty of a Crime, that is 
a meev Ens Rationis, which bas its Refidence only 
in Weak and Cowardly Underflandings and Tempers. 


I fhould bere, according to the Defire of fome 
Perfons, enter into the Merits of the_feveral De- 
poftions that are inferted at large in the F a 
| an 
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of Roped which are Sixtem in 


nd 
but of Refpett to the Sacred Habit 
vbich Toe ear, and the Incapacities of 
be other Fourteen, difimsifs them to their Re- 
pettive Bedchambers, with no farther Remarks th 
the Inconfiftencies which they ave Gui 
they b ftand in need of Ref, 
Influences t “Mind to entertain Strange and Pre- 
Mernatural Ideas of Things that Manner 
Exiftence. 
But I muft not Suffer my Reader to go uniform’d 

t the large Additions that have been madeto 

he Di i[courfe be ts now entring upon the Perufal 
am to it now entirely, 
at firft Defign’d, tho’ ely omitted in 
y for fear of giving bim 
a eit too a ‘Sati om one 
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HE Difcourfe of the Town having 
been very much taken up, for 
fome Days paft, with a Trifling 
Pamphlet, in Vindication of the 

ryal of one Sane Wenham,a Reputed Witch, 

yhom that Enemy to Superiftition, the very 
orfhipful Sir Henry Chauncy, gravely Com~- 
itted, without Laughing, to Hertford Goal ; 

here fhe was Try'd an found Guilty (a- 

ainft the Judge’s Will) of Converfing with. 

be Devil in the fhape of a Cat, making 

Maid that could not Walk without Leading, leap 

ver a Five-Bar Gate, and run as fwift as 4 

rey-hound, with feveral other Incredibles ; 

C may not be improper to difabufe the Peo- 

le; who too eafily give into the of 

uc 
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fach Stories, and receive Impreffions from 
them not fo eafily to be defaced. Cicero, in 
Superflitio fufa per Or em oppreffit ommium fer: 
animos atq, Hominum occupavit Imbecilitatem 
For to {peak the Truth, Superitition having 
ovér-run the World, hath daftared almof 
every ones Spirits, taking its Adyantage 
from the Ftafity of Mahy And ftrange it 
is to. confider, how far the Folly of Mankind 
hath proceeded in their-Credulity concern. 
mg the A@ions both of Male ‘and Female 
Witches: As if, forfooth, they codld 
form. Meu and Women 


they could! the Fruits of mite, 
fure ; as if they could raife Winds and Tem- 
pefts, or alay them, enable or difabley. in 
Mattcrs Venerial; in a Word, as if they 
could énflave-Nature herfelf, and make the 
UniverfeObey their Commands, Exantples, 
inideed, ‘of this Prodigions Power, are fcat- 
ter'd up and down the Roinah Poets, fitch a 
Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Properriw,| 
Lucan, Oe. But that it has any Foundation 
in*Holy Scripture, or takes its Rife other. j 
wife than from Heathenifh Fables, after-| 
wards improv’d by Papal Impoftors, muf 
always, by me, be deny’d. 


‘Tis true, dur Tranflators of the Bible, 
the. Eighteentts Chapter of Deuteronomy, 
call a.Conjetturer.an Enchanter, which why 
they fhould, I cannot at all imagine, ee 
| ing 
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tt aot the leaft Hint of fuch a Significar 
in in the Hebrew Word Mankefh, which 

,fmmar better render’d in the old Tranflation, ¢ 
reMimecarder of the Flying of Fowls; for that is 
Mh, ruth, tho’ it be not all the Truth, the Flight 
1g fei Fowls being but Qne way of Many 


thich Conje@urers made ufe of. .A Sec 

iftake of our Tranflators, in the fame 
hapter, is, their calling a Afiracle-monger a 
: The Hebrep Word is AGckfheph, 
thich the Septuagint renders by the Greek 
yord meaning an /mpostor,. not a 
Poifener. For it.is Ridiculous to think, thag 
tharaoh’s Magicians, Fezabet the Qneea, and 
xing A¢anaffes did exercife the Art of Poi- 
mening. Thus in the Eighteenth Chapter of 
he Revelations, and the Twenty third Verfe, 
he Word Seruaxeiu is neither taken for 
Viechcrafe, or Posfows, but for tho? 
par. Tranflations haye readerid it Witch 


raft 


Now thefe Miracle-mongers or Jugling 
orkers of Counterfeit Miracles are there- 
ore fo feverely prohibited in the Law of 
fofes, becaufe they ated ftrange things in 
he fight of the People to confirm them in 
alfe Religions. WHenceit isthat in the Old 
Feftament, where mention is made of Idola- 
ry, you fhall frequently meet with A%igacle- 

yngers and Soath/ayers coupled together. For 
he Priefts of an Idol woujJd commonly ad- 
rance its Reputation by countefeiting the. 
Gifts of Prophefying ane Working Miracles, 
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pretendedly receiv’d from. that God to whofe 
‘Honour the Idol was Ereéted. Nor let any 
‘one think that for the Performance of thefe 
Counterfeit Meracles, they ftood in need of 
the Devils Affiftance ; for what they per. 
form’d, either exceeded not the Compafs of 
Human Art, altho’ miraculous in the Eyes 
of the Vulgar: Or if it did, then it was 
not really perform’d, but.a mere Faeling 
Impofture. Such kid of Suglers were thofe 
who ftood before Pharaoh, in oppofition to 
Mofes and Aaron: For whofoever believes 
that Pharaoh’s Magicians could, by the help 
of the Devil, turn, in an inftant, a Stick 
into a Serpent, afcribés to the Devil an 
Omnipotent Creating Power, equal unto 
his, who did but fay, Let fach a thing be, 
“and it was fo. St. Auguffine, I confefs, does 
feem to endeavour at the Evading this Ob- 
jection, by laying down a Maxim, That in 
the Elements the Seeds of all bodies fecretly lie 
hid, which, upon meeting with Convenient Qp- 
portunities, do put forth themfelves and arife | 
to the juft Bounds and Figures due to their re- 
Spettive Species. From hence he Infers, That 
the Devil, in turning Magicians Rods into 
Serpents , ‘did not Create thofe Serpents, 
because hé produc’d them out of their Seeds. 
But by St. Auguffine’s good Leave, tho’ | 
fhould grant him, that the Seed of a Serpent 
is ina Stick, yet I can never allow the Ma- 
gicians to be able fo fuddenly to bring forth 
this Seed into A&, for the Production of a 
Serpent. ?Tis true, That Men, by re 
4 we 
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well ordering the Seeds of Plants} , may 
haften the Generation of fuch Plants, and 
the ripening of their Fruits: They may alfo 
by putting Eggs into Camels Dung, procure 
the Generation of Chickens. Wherefore 
tis probable that Devils, being more skilful 
than Men, may ftrangely promote the Gene- 
ration of feveral Creatures beyond any hu- 
mane Art: But yet neither Men, nor De- 
B vils, in regard they act thefe Things by the 
Application of Matter to Matter, can pro- 
duce any creature out of its Seed, without a 
confiderable {pace of Time. No, they muff 
attend the Laws of AZatter, and wait upon 
Dame Nature’s Leifure: there being many 
fucceflive Alterations required in Seed, be- 
fore it can come to the Embryo of a Grea- 
ture, and many alfo muft afterwards follow, 
‘the Embryo can Arrive to a perfect 


The Third Error of our Tranflators is, their 
miftaking a Confulter with Oracles or Falfe 
Prophets, for a Confulter with, Familiar 
Spirits. The Hebrew Words are bxw 
which Word 06 fignifies in Scripture, fome- 
times the Gift of Oracling, and fometimes 
the Perfon that hath fuch a Gift. — It fignifies 
alfo a Bottle or hollow Veflel, and from this 
fignification, I fuppofe the other came. For’ 
it is certain that Oracles did ufe to counter-’ 
feit ftrange kind of Voices, that they might 
feem not to be humane. To this purpofe; 
tis not Unlikely that they made ufe of a 


(¢ 

le, of Fry 
sheir Voices ne be very alter: 


efpectally if t were in a or 


Room under Groygd, when they made An, 
fer to Enquiries. Fhefe kind of Cheating 
P ly to by the 

Words ; And thy Voice {hail be 
an pap out of the Earth, axd tby Speech 
Shall piep aut of the Duft. Here fyppole 
the Prophet chiefly hints at the Necronpantict 
Qreclgr, or one that prete to Confalt 


with the Dead: Who by OF 


nfederate, did counterfeit 3 Voi 
peeping a Chicken, that the the 
- more plaphbly 


of a poor departed G 


could pradyce many other Initances of 


the like nature, which the Tranflation of the 
Bible by and Tremellius, gives us a 


Light into , but fhall Centent m with | 
brin og fome Arguments to more be 
itch: 


firft Place That thas Strange Notign of 


thal take u me toaficm, That 


improv apal Inquifjtous 
e fake of Thy 

wove, That there is no {ych 
stch in Scripture. fhail en- 


dea to. make ap here fuch § 


ching as Witch at yeral 
craft. Fifthly, 1 thall antwer other 


? 


to Re the fm Voice 


wients to che contiary. nd 


1 fhall fhew by what méags this Opinion 
Witchcraft Cathe idto the World. | 
To begin with thy Particular: Such 
was the tain Créedulity of Men ib the Hea- 
theh Ages; that they did not only beli¢ve 


chofe THihgs wére féal, which the Priefts 


counterfeited ; but they afcribed tnto 
private Petf¥ns, 4 Power equal tu that of 
the Pritfts, of tater beyond it. For not 
only Méh, bot Women, efpecially Old Wo- 
rien beén famous Prophefying of 
Things to come, whénce they were call’d 


Save, as alfo for Wonderful and Miraculous 


Exploits, whence they took the Name of 
Lamié ot Venefice. They Were call’d Lamie 
chieBy from their Adventures ariong litrle 
Childreit. For it ents, according td the Fa~ 
ble, thére was one Lamia a Beautiful 
man in Lydia, whom Fupiter fell in Love 
with ; but Juno, out of fealoufy, took her 
Children which the bad by Jupiter and killed 
them; Wwheéréfore fie out of mere Grief for 
the Death of her own Children, made it her 
Prattice fo kill thofeofother Women. They. 
were {tyl’d Venefice, béecabfe they were wont 
to make ufé of Herbs, which they fuppos’d 
had ftranpé kiud of Vertuesin them, for with 
Herbs or Charms they always aGed. 


Num te Carminibus, hum te pallentibus Herbis 
Devow't racito teripore Arms 


As 


As.for the Opinions concerning Jncubi and 
Succubi Devils, manifeft, they had their 
Rife from ‘the Fables of the Antient Hero’s, 
who (as Socrates in Plato’s Cratylus affirms ) 

ere begotten .from the, Conjunction of 
Deities with Human Creatures ; which. kind 
of Ganj inction, whofoever believe*, makes 
that Belief of his,.a Cloak for the Adulteries 
of the Heathen Priefts,.who often lay with 
other Mens Wives, pretending that the Gods 
had vouchfafed them the Honoor of their 
Company, . Very Remarkable to this, Pur- 
pofe, is the Stoty. 6f Tyrannus a Prieft of 
Saturn, who under this Pretence had carnal § 
Kaowledge of many. a Man’s Wife, till at 
laft one more Wife than the Reft, difcover’d 
the Cheat. in like manner Mundus a Gen: 
tleman of Rome, by the help of the Priefts § 
belonging to the Temple of Jfs, enjoy’d his 
Pleafure on Paulina a Roman Lady, who mi- § 
ftook him for the God Anubis. bec 


__Now one wou’d think that thefe Heathen- 
if}. Fables and Follies, to come to my feeond Par- 
ticulay, altho’ they took Root in the Minds 
of the Chriftian Vulgar, fhould never have ff 
Ailented to by thofe who account them. § 
felvcs Rabbies and Doors of the People; 
‘et there is nothing of this Nature that was 
redited by thofe Barbarous Ages, that hath 
not been declar’d True by the lnquifition and 
by the Canon Law. Wherefore it may not 
.to enquire into thofe Inquifitors. 
The firft Time that I can hear News of them 
in 
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in Hiftory is in the Days of Alaximus who . 
contended with Theodofias for the Empire: 
Though I confefs an Inquifition was then but 
Intended, not brought toEffect. This A/2x- 
imus, was the ficft who put Hereticks to 
Death, namely Prifciliam and his Partners, 
by the Perfwafion of one Jthacius, and if it 
had not been for St. A¢artin, he would have 
fent Tribunes into Spainy with Power to 
fearch for Hereticks, and to take away their. 
Lives and Goods. Jn procefs of time, Charle-« 
main, who was Crowned Emperor in the 
Eighth Hundred Year after Chrift, did by 


mm his Laws or Capitulars, declare the Bifhop 


Me cf Rome to be Head of the Church. Never- 


thelefs all thofe Capitulars, which concern’d 
the Roman Supremacy, were extracted from 
forg’d Authorities, that Cheat being put 
tpon them by the Bifhops of Afentz. About 
Three Hundred years after, in the year One 
Thoufand one Hundred Twenty two, the 
Emperor Henry the Fifth was forced to re- 
fign his Power of Electing and Invefting 
Bifhhops with the Staff and- Ring into the 
Hands of the Church; of which the Roman 
Pontiff being declar’d Head, by this Means 
obtain’d a greater Empire and Power, than 
ever the Roman Cefars had. This being 
peiceivd by the Germah Emperors, there 
was almoft a perpetual War between them 
and the Bifhops of Rome: But efpecially 
Frederick the Second, who flourifh’d in the 
beginning of the 13th Century, and {pent 
moft of his Reign in endeavouring to take 
Gown the Church from overtopping the Em - 


pireg 
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pire. Neverthelefs, it was in his Reign 


. that the Roman Bifhops made notable Provi. 
fion for the Security of their Exorbitant 


Power; Then it was that Frederick the Se- § 


cond, when he was at Padua, made thofe 
unhappy Laws, whereby Hereticks were 
liable to the Punifhment of Death ; of which 
Laws the Popes made very great Advantage. 
Then it was that Gregory the Ninth advan- 
ced the Authority of Canon or Pontifical 
Laws, by Compofing the Decretals by the 
help of his Chaplain Raymund: Then it was, 
that the Orders of the Dominican and Fran- 
ci(cdn Fryars were founded, to whom was 

committed the Inguifition after Hereticks 
Thefe Monks at their firft fetting up for 
Inquifitors, as Father Paul has obferved in 
the Hiftory of the Inquifition, had no Tri. 
bunal or Courts of their own, but did only 
Preach, and ftir up Princes and People, en- 
gaging them into Crufadoes againft Here- 
ticks, by fewing a piece of Red Cloth in the 
form of a Crofsupon theirGarments. But 
Tanocent the Fourth, who begun his Pontifi- 
cate about the latter end of Frederick the 
Second, obferving the furious Zeal of the 
Fryars, thought good to Ereé& a Tribunal 
for them, that fo they themfelves might 
proceed to the Tryal of Hereticks. To 
briag this about he had a fair opportunity 
upon the Death of Frederick, by reafon of 
the vacancy that then happen’d in the Em- 
pire for many years: For now having no 
Empcror to controul Him in /raly, He took 
the Confidence to impofe the Inquifition 7 
the 
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(11 ) | 
the feveral Provinces of it. There are Ex- 
tant feveral Bulls, written by Zenocent the 
Fourth to the Magiltrates of thofe Countries; 
Oxue of which fets down the forementioned © 
Laws of Frederick againft Hereticks Word 
for Word, and commands them to be ftri@- | 
ly obferved. Nor canI blame him for hold- 
ing his Ecclefiaftical Empire upon no other 
Title than the Pretence of Religion. To be 
a Heretick muft needs be the fame thing to 
Him and hijs Succeflors, as to be a Traytor to. 
Temporal Princes. Hence it came to pals, 
that, when the laquifition had gotten Foot in 
many Kingdoms and Countries, an incredible 
Number of People were frequently Torment- 
ed and Burn’d for the Crime of Witchcraft, 
which they had fo twifted and blended with 
Herefie,or the Denyal of Pontifical Authority, 
that in feeking out Witches, in Tormenting 
and putting them to Death, they did at once 
gratify, as well the Ambition and ufurp’d 
Power of their Lord the Pope, as their own 
jafatiable Covetoufhefs and Thirlt after other 
Mens Goods. In the year 1518. the Inguifi- 
m tors put to Death abundance of Inchanters, 
which they had found in the ’enetian Terri- 
tories, where fuch was the Extortion and 
Avarice of their Proceedings, that the Coun- 
try rofe up againft them, and the Council] 
afterwards was fain to fend for thefe Inquifi- 
tors, and enquire into their Proceedings, to 
pacify the enrag’d Populace. The Inguifi- 
tion was likewife fettled in Lorrain much a- 
bout the fame Time, where according to the 
Confeffion of Nicholaus Remigiw, who ad_ 

judg’d 
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judg’d them to Death, in Sixteen years time, 


there were 800 Witches Executed. In a Word, 
after the Founding of the Dominican and 


Francifcan Fryars, and the fetting up an Of- 


fice of Inquifition, the World grew fo full of 
Devils and VVitches, that 1 am apt to give in- 
to the Judgment of Cardan, who handling this 
Bufinefs of V/itches 
it to be full of Covetoufnefs and Folly, as any 
one may redd in his Book de Varietate Rerum, 
By this Time methinks it plainly appears 
out of the preceding Difcourfe, that the No- 
tion of a VVitch, as, it is taken now a-days, 
dhas no Foundation at all in Scripture; but 
had its original or firft Rife out of Heathenifh 
Fables, and was afterwards improv’d by Pa- 
pal Impoftures: Neverthelefs, to make good 
my Promife, 1 fhall produce fome Arguments 
to prove, 3dly, That aVVitch is not to be 
found in Scripture. And 4rhly, That there is 
no fuch Thing as a V/itch at all. 
The firft Argument fhal] be taken from the 
Difference between our Vulgarly reputed 


Witches. and thofe which our Tranflators of 


the Bible call fo. For whom, I pray, do our 
Tranflators call Witches, but the Kings and 
Queens, and Princes of the Earth, as alfo the 
Priefts and Philofophers, and Wife Men of 
this World ? Whereas the Witches, now-a- 
days, are poor, filly, contemptible People ; 
for inftead of fuch as King Manaffes, and 
Queen Fezavel; we now hear talk of this old 
Gammer, and thts old Goodwife. It feems the 
Kingdom of Darkne/s is quite alter’n in its 
Politicks, and the Devil is not fo bs as 
ome 


th 

in 

th 

di 

in 

{u 

f 

al 

t 

in 

t 

t 

n 

y 

> 


( 13) 
ome Men make him, if the Opinion of 
Witchcraft holds good. | 
The fecond Argument fhall be taken from 
Bathe Sadduces, a famous Se& among the 
who deny’d Spirits, and the Refurrection of 
the dead ; yet had the Five Books of AZo/es 
min high Efteem and Regard; wherefore either 
they did not underftand Hebrew, or if they 
did, the Notion of Wiecheraft did not appear 
in Avofes. And-if this be once granted, I 
fuppofe the other Partsof the Bible will ¢a- 
fily follow. But, perhaps, you'll Obdjeé, 
and fay, That the Scddaces were a atcer 
the Captivity, which kept the fews fo long 
in ‘Babylon, that they forgot their own 
Tongue, and that the Jews, after their Re- 
turn into Fudea, {poke not the Hebrew, but 
the Vulgar Syrian. Tothis l Anfwer, That 
when the Seét of the Sadduces took its Begin- 
ning, is uncertain, and. that however the 
Common People did forget the old Hebrew, 
yet the Priefts did always preferve its know- 
ledge. Now that Priefts themfelves were 
Sadduces, is Manifeft, for even the High- 
Prick ‘fofeph Hircanus, was one of that 
according to the Teftimony of Fofephus. 

The third, and laft Argument, fhall be 
taken from the Different Praétices, afcrib’d 
vato our Valgarly Suppos’d Witches, and un- 
to thofe in our own Tranflation of the Bible. 
For our Modern Witches pra€tice a fecret Oc- 
cult Art, and it requires great Skill to dif- 
cover them by feveral ftrange Signs and hor- 
rid Tortures. But thofe whom our Tran- 
flators call Witches, in the Bible, were fuch 
as 


as practifed what they did Openly, and in th 
Face of the World,making Publick Profeffion 
of their Art, which was the Counterfeit Art 
of Prophelying, and Working Afiracles. But, 
alas! had it been this Myfterious Art of Coz. 
tratting with the Devil, and of ufing his Power, 
the Profeijors whereof are fo Clandeftine in 
their Ways, that they can hardly be difco- 
ver'd by various Scrutinies and: Enqviries ; 
_ how impoffible a Thing had it been for Saul to 
turn them all out of J/rael, as we read he-did, 
1 Sam.28. This I am fure of; a Proclamation 
now-a-days fet out to that Purpofe, would 
avail nothing, and only ferve to move the 
Laughter of all thofe that ftood by to hear it. 

If there be no fuch Thing as a Witch 
in Scripture, as I have Vanity cnough to 
think I have prov'd in my Iaft, | fhall make 
ufe of that, as my firft Argument, to prove 
there 1s no [uch Thing as a Witch at all, which 
was my fecond Propofal. Nor let any one, 
thereupon, that abounds with Words, and 
his own Senfe, cry out, then there is no 
fuch River as the Thames, ihere is no fuch 
Country as Amcrica, if filence in Scripture 
ferves for an Argument. A Man may make 
fuch Inftances from Morning to Night, and 
a great Noife to no Purpofe; as if there 
were no Difference between thofe Things 
that lie quite befides the Scriptures Notice, 
and thofe Things which, if they be True, 
the Scriptures could not be filent about, 
without the Charge of Imperfection. For 
let any one but read the Law of Ado/es, and 
then ferioufly confider, why it i fo 
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fevere againft Inceftuous and Beaftial Concu- 
binage, and.yet not fo much as mention Di- 
abolical. The Yews were forbid to meddle 
with Strange Women of other Nations and 
fhould there be no Caution given againft 
their meddling with ftrange Creatures, as it 
were of another World? Obferve how cue 
rious the Law is in matters uf Uncleannefs, 
and fhall an ordinary Running Iflue be fo 
much Talk’d of, and no Mention made o 
Teats running with Blood, and fuck’d by 
Devils ? Laffly, That Law which by its Years 
of Jubilee, and feveral other Conftitutions, 
provided ‘more againft Oppreffion and Cru- 
eley than any other Law inthe World; that 
Law which fo detefted the Murther of Men, 
that it made them Merciful to their Neizh- 
bours Beafts ; I fay, that Law could never 
pafs over in Silence, the Cruel and Abomi- 
nable A@ions of Witches, againft both Man 
and Beaft. Without queftion it would have 
infliéted upon them the fevereft Punifhments, 
and for the Difcovery of their Secret and 
Devilifh Contra&s, it would have laid down 
fufficient Rules for Trial 5 efpecially fince, in 
a far lefs Matter, that of Adultery, it made 
ufe of that horrible and amazing Tryal, by 
the Bitter Water, which caufed the Curfe. 
Secondly, 1 Argue from the miferable Po- 
verty of our Vulgarly reputed Witches, (fach 
2sis the Woman that gives Being to thefe 
Kefleétions) that they are wrongfully ac- 
cusd. For lam not willing to believe, that 
they have fuch a Power with the Devil, as to 
Make him: do wonderful Things at our 


Command, when they never command hin 
to fetch them Money, and to furnifh them 
with Bread. Indeed, in the Night Time he 
carries them | know not whither, and there 
they meet with great variety of imaginary 
Mirth and Feafting. Now fuch as their Feat 
is, fuch is their Witchcraft, not real; but 
imaginary, as only exifting in the wild Fan. 
ciesof Men. | | 
_ Inthe Third Place, | charge thofe who ob. 
ftinately maintain there are Witches, either § 
with Irrationality or Impiety For *tis irra-§ 

- tional to think, that the Devils are Crea-§ 
tures full of Malice, and breathing nothgag 
but Mifchief againft the whole Race of Man, § 
and that they foffer a Man to live, when Bip, 
they can fo eafily kill us at the Command of Bip, 
aWitch. Butif you evade this, by faying, 
That Devils canvot burt us without the Divine 
Permiffion ; Then, | fay, Impious to con. +}, 
cern the Great God with Witchcraft. °Tis 
true indeed, he may fend Death and Difeafes Hi, 
amongit the Sons of Men, to punifh them for By 
their Sins at his own pleafure; but that he Hm ~ 
fhould do fo at the defire of the Devil, at Bi, 
the command of a Witch, is fuch a Gratii- 
cation of. Malice, as is far from God to per- Bi, 
form. Calvin, inhis Sermogs on the two Hy 
firft Dhapters of Job, takes a great deal of Bi, 
pains to explode this Opinion of God’s Per- Bi, 
miffion, and fhews, by feveral Examples of 
Abfolon, <.%ab,and Nebuchadnezzar, that God 

\ 
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doth not barely permit, but orders and de. 
termines the AGtions of Devils and Wicked 
Men; affirming, That if Affes could Speat, 

they 
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they would {peak Wifer than thofe Men tho talk 

MER of God’s Permiffion after this Rate: Nor will 

Whe grant, that God afflicted ‘fob upon Satan’s 

Requeft ; but becanfe he himfelf had fo de- 
<ermin’d to try 7cb’s Patienee. 

Laftly, The Vanity and Falfenefs of their 
Opinion who believe there are Witches, ap- 
pears from nothing more than from this, 
That it afcribes unto the Devil a” Omnipotent 

i) Power: Infomuch,: that no Rational Man, 
Be by the Light of Reafon,  fhall be able to tell, 
from the Hiftory of the Gofpel, whether our 
Saviour himfelf were a Witch or no; for let 
fome Men think what they pleafe,. the Holi- 
nefs of his Do@rine is not by the Thoufandth 
MmPart fuch a Proof of Ading by a Divine 
Power, as the MiraculoufnefS of his Works 
But, alafs! What were his Miracles, or how 
mwere they valued, if Malicious Creatures, 
B without a Divine Commiffion enabling them 
Ma thereto, can make Frogs and Serpents, . raife 
me the Dead, give Law to the Winds and Seas, 
Mato mention no more of thofe prodigious 
me Works afcribed unto the Devils upon the 
im Account of Witcheraft? For my part, I am 
apt to think, that thofe who believe after 
this manner, approach very rear to the Opi- 

me nion of the Perfians, who held there were 
l1woGteat Beings, both Almighty, both at 
oe mutual and perpetual War; one the Av- 
thor of all Good, the other of al] Evil. The 
Good Principle they called Oromafdes, and the 
Evil one, Arimanias. Of the fame Opinion 
were the Egyptians, as appears by Ofirss and 
Typhon, and from them Pitkagores carry'd it 
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toGreece. In a Word, the whole Heathey 
World feem to be infeéted with thisConceit, 


believing Internal 2s well as Supernal Gods : ff 
and therefore they had Sacrifices as well tof 
appeafe the Anger, and to avert the Mif§ 


chiefs of the one, as to propitiate, and pro.ff 


cure the Bleflings of the other. Nor can 
thofe Chriftians be excus’d from the fame In- Bf 


fe&tion, who, upon the Account of Witch. 


craft, attribute Omnipotency to the Devil: & 


for what lefs dothey believe, concerning the 
Prince of the Devil and his Power, if accord. 
ing to them, he can command the Influence 
of the Sun, and Govern the Motion of the 
Stars: If hecan.open the Bowels of the Earth, 
and caufe the Vapours to afcend in Clonds 
into the Middle Region of the Air, and 
thence, again, defcend upon the Earth, in 
Thunder and Lightening and violent Storms; 
If he can Transform Men and Women into 


Cats, and if he can Create Frogs and Ser- & 
pents. Wherefore I conclude, it was 1 


very feafonable Decree made by the Council 
of Ancyra, more Antient than the Nicene 
Council, wherein they declare unto all 


Chriftians, the Heathenifhnefs of this Belic! 
and Opinion. Which is manifeft, appears & 
only in the Writings of that Superftitious § 


Age, one Inftance of which, inftead of the & 


many other that could be produc’d on this 


Subject, thall give from Hyp/ipiele’s Defcrip- 
tion of Medea. 


Illa reluétantem cuafu deducere Lunam 
Nitituy, & tenebris abdere Solis eguos. 
Hlarefranat aguas, obliquag, Flumna fiftit, 

Wa loco fylvas, vivag; faxa mover. 
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Per Tamtulous errat, fparfis di ftinita Capiliis, 

Gertag; de tepidss colligst offa Rogis. 
Devovet abfentes, fimulachraq, Cerea figtt 

Et miferum tenues in Fecur urget Acus, 
She from her Courfe the Aruggling Moon would 
The Sun himfelf in Magick Shades infold : (hold 
She curbs the Waves, and ftops the rapid Floods, 


| And from her feat removeswholeR ocks & Woods, 


- 


With her difhevel’d Hair the wandring Ha 
Does half-burnt Bowes from their warm Apes drag. 
In molten Wax, tho’ abfent, kills by Art, 
Arm’d with her Needle, goarsatortur'd Heart. 


Tis true indeed, the Pontifical Authors 
make a great ftir in their Anfwers to the 
abovemention’d Decree of the Ancyran Couns 
cil, fometimes endeavouring to evade its 
Force with their abfurd Interpretations, 
fometimes to throw Dirt into the Face of the 
Council, as if it were not to be regarded: 
But Alciat in his Parerga, does ingenioufly 
confefs, that in thefe their Anfwers, ec 
Calum, nec Terram attingunt, they have nel- 
ther Head nor Tail. And which is more té. 
be wonder’d at, A4artin Delrio the Jefuit is in 
this point fo very iotpartial, as to diflent 
from Baronius, who judges that this Council 
was held at Rome under Damajfcus, in the 
Days of St. Aierom: Delriofor fandry Rea 
fons, believing it to have been really held 


im at Ancyra the Metropolis of Galatia, accord 


ing to the Common Affertion of thofe who 
Colleé&ted the Antient Canons. 


For this Decree of the Ascyran Council 


® Was the morc neceflary, in regard that a lit- 


tle before AZanes, or Manichens had {pread 
abroad, through the whole Chriftian World, 
that old Heathenifh Do@rineof the Two Prin- 
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ciples, one of Good and the other of Evil: } 
And it is remarkable, That Witches and 144.8 
nicheans arecoupled together by the Emperors | 
Dioclefian and Maximian, in their Prefcript} 


to Julian the Proconful of Africa, de Maleficss, 


Manicheis, as it is cited out of the Grego. 
Code, by Ruffizws, in his Collation of 
the Fewifh with the Roma» Laws. About af 
Hundred Years after, and fome what more, 
Prifciliian and his Followers, did, in a great i 


Mealvre, embrace the Doétrine of in: 
fomuch that in the Year Five Hundred Sixty 
Three, there wasa Council held at Bracara, 
a Town of Galicia in Spain, againtt the 


In the Decrees of this Council 


Manes and Prifcillian are frequently join’d to- 
gether, for their Foolifh Conceits, concern. 
ing the Power of the Devil, or Evil Princi. 
ple; but efpecially they have one Decree ve. 


ry applicable to our prefent Purpofe, where- 
in they Anathematize all thofe, who believe 
ébat the Devilcan make.any Creature, or § 
muchas raifeStorms andTempefts by his own 
Authority and Power: TheWordsare thefe, 


Ss quis credit; quod altquantas in Mundo Creatu- 
ras Diabolus fecerit, Tonitrua, Falcura, 
& Tempeftates, C Siccitates, ipfe Diabolus fua 
Autboritate faciat, ficut Prifcillianus dixit, A- 


zathema fit. any one believes that the Devil 
cin form or make any Creatures, or that the 


InfernalSpirit,by theMeans of his own Power, 
can create Thunder and Lightning,and Kau, 


and Drowth. as Prifcillian has affirm’d, let § 


him be Excommunicated and Accurfed. 
Wherefore if the Devil cannot raife Tem- 
pefts by’ his own Sufficiency, he did no more 
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ia the Cafe of ‘fob ( which is always brought 
in as an Argument againft it) than Elsah, or 
any Mortal Man may do, when he receiv’s a 
Commiflion from God. Hence linfer, That 
the Doétrine of Witchcraft magnifying the 
Diabolical Power beyond its due Proportion, 


MF doth favour too Rankly of Prifcillian and Ma- 


and the Heathen World. 
And now it is worth the while, in the 
fifth Place, to confider what thefe Men can 
fay for themfelves, who fo obftinately main- 
tain there are Witches , for they being on 
mthe Affirmative Part, are bound, by the 
= Laws of Difputation, to prove what they 
© affirm, and ’tis fufficient for their Adverfa- 
® ries to confute their Proofs. But alas! thefe 
Men are generally ignorant of the Hiftory 
m of Ages that are gone and paft, and of 
m the Scriptures alfo, as to what concerns the 
® Queftion in Hand. Wherefore they are all 
wont to wave Argument, and to cry out, 
This is a Queftion not to be difputed upon, iz Re- 
gardst is 4 Matter of Fatt, andconfequently the 
Objeét of Senfe, and not of Reafon. Thus, when 
they are got to their Caftle of Defence, they 
make a great Noife, and cry out upon the 
Unreafonablenefs of others, who will not be- 
lieve what fo many Worfhipful Perfons in the 
World have heard and feen. And what is 
that, I pray? Why they have heard Trum- 
pets found, and Drums beat, when neither 
Trumpeter nor Drummer have been near the 
Place. They have feen Chairs and Stools 
move up and down a Room, when no Body 
bas touch’d them, with many other Things 
full as ftrange, Thus will they tell — 


of this Nature- from Morning to Night, tho’ 
when they have done, they fay nothing to 
the Purpofe, For fuppofe that all thefe Sto- § 
ries were unqueftionably true, yet they wou’d 
not fuffice to prove Witchcraft. I confefs in- 
deed they would evince the being of Spirits, § 
a Thiog which no Wife Man can deny, 
he doth not believe it. For it is one Thing 
todonbt, and another todeny. For my own 
Part, I firmly -belisve that there are many 
Thoufands of Spirits, made of an Jncorporea & 
Matter, too fine to be perceiv’d by the Senfes & 
of Men. Nor will I contradié the Authori- & 
ty of fo many in the World, who affirm they 
have heard the ftrange Things which 1} juf 
now mention’d fuppofing that thefe Spirit 
may often play mad Tricks among us.But ftil & 
I demand a Reafon why I fhould believe that & 
they do fo, upon the Accovat of a Contrad 
made with any Man or Woman ; for till this 
is prov'd, the Queftion of Witchcraft ftands 
undetermia’d. | 
Well then, how do the Affirmers of it go ff 
~ about to prove, that any Man or Woman's 
Interefted in thefe Devilifh Pranks? Why , tru- 
ly, by Telling fuch Stories as thefe, name 
ly; That the Perfons tormented by Devils, 
have fallen iatotheir Fits at the Sight,or upon 
the Touch of fufpeated “Vitebes: As alfo that 
Perfons, thus tormented, have feen the fa- 
Ged VVitches in this or that Place of the 
oom, where no Stander by elfe could fee . any 
Thingatall, Gc. Now here is to be obferv’d, 
that thefe Kind of Stories are far different from 
thofe, which, I faid before, did evince the Being 
of Spirits; for they are attefted by numerous Au- 
thor ities, 


al 
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thorities, and worthy of Credit. But thefe are 
quite contrary, and founded partly in the Fugling 
Delufions of Confederated Impoftors, partly in the 
Errorsor ridiculoms Ad fakes of Vulear Rumours. 
Neverthelefs, that] may-not be too ftrié&t with 
my Adverfaries, I carenot if] grant fome of thefe 
Stories tobetrue. For Inftance; That there have 
been Perfons vex’d by Devils at the Sight, or up- 
® on the Touch of fufpeéted Witches, and quiet a- 
sain when they were parted: For tho’ fhould 
grant this, I fee no Reafon whereby to concludé 
there are no fitch Beings asW2tches, bat rather 
that thefe Spirits, who are fo Frolick and Game- 
fome in doing us Mifchief, when they perceive 
Perfons fulpeéted to have fet them at Werk, may, 
on Purpofe, fo manage their maliciousT ricks, as 
toconfirm the Sufpicion, promote theAccufation, 
procure the Condemnation of thefe miferable 
Wretches, and then may account it the Cream 
mm of their malicious Tricks to fee poor Innocent 
@ People Hang’d. Now thisAnfwer of inine, altho’ 
it be needleis, and ex abundarti, is far moreeafly 
and unconftrain’d than any Thing that the cons 
trary Opinion can anfwer to thofe Obdjeétions, 
which may be made againit that Abfurd and Rie 
diculous Conceit of Seeing a Witch prefent, that 
mis really at many Miles Diftance, 

Again, thole that ftand np for the Being of this 
Fictitious Power, are wont to fay, that immedi- 
ately upon the [hreatning or Curfing ufed by 
thisor thatPerfon, fuch or fitch an Accident hath 
happend to the Perfon fo Threatned and Curfed. 
Thefe Men would do weit 'o confider, that this 
World hath ftood many Thoufand Years, and is 
of vaft Extent, containing many Countries, or 
Nations fullof Men that have diversIutere{ts and 
Paflions, wherefore it is not to be wonder’d at, 
if there hath often happen’d in it a notable cone 
curreneeof Events. “Lis certain that poor old 
People, when’ they are abus’d by the Infulting 
Petulancy of others, being unable to right them- 
telves, ether at Law or atCombat, for want of 
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Money, and: Strength of Body, do oftentimes 
vent the Paffion of their Difcontented Souls in 
Threats and Curfes. ’Tisalfocertain, that many 

en troubled with Difeafes of the Head o; 
Heart, feem to be perfect Health, and. yet fal 
down Dead of a fudden, Now ifthefe Two Ac. 
cidents fhould meet together, I fhould;, fee no. 
thing but what is Natural, nor fhould I ery out 
upon the Devil and Witchcraft. ——— 
. Bat methinks I hear fome Zealots Obje€, and 
fay, with great Vehemence, and Affurance : What 
need there be anyDifpute about thefeStories, fince Par. 
ties thcmfelves, asthts Woman in particnlar, have 
Confeffed their own Witchcraft and can there li d 
any Thing clearer than Self-Confeffion? To this] Mig, 
anfwer, That theWifeft Men in the World may ij 
be brought, by Imprifonment and Togture, to con 
fefs any ching, whether it be True or Falfe; as 
many Miferable Creatures confefling themfelves of 
Witches, have had their Confeffions extorted Ww 
from them by fuch curfed Means. Befides, | Hgth 
am not to doubt, but fome poor, filly, melancholy Har 
old Wretches have really believ’d themfelves 
Witches, and to be guilty of thofe Actions, which ®) 
fiot only their foolifh Neighbours, but Men that 
are call'd Worfhipful, have charged them with. 
Nor is it to be wonder’d at by any one that con: 
fiders the ftrange Effeéts of Melancholy, efpeci- a" 
ally if heightned by Poverty, or want of Good aX 
Diet, by Ignorance, Solitarinefs, ,and Old Age, 
For that fuch People take their vary Dreams to 


be real Vifions and Truths, I andure, not only 
by Confequences drawn from their A€tions, re- 
ported in Books, but by Experience alfo of my Ti | 
own Acquaintance. The Truth is, want of im 
Knowledge in the Art of Phyfick makes Men Br‘ 
attribute mere Natural Diftempers to Spirits, the 
Nay, Phyficians themfelves, who have {hewn 
of Skill in Anotomy and Chymi- 
ftry, perhaps have added little or nothing Hive 
to the Diagnoftick part of Difeafes, fo happr 
ly begun by Hippocrates: Hence it is that we 
are 


id 
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are ftill in the Dark, as to the Abftrufer Di- 
ftempers of Human Bodies, efpecially fuch as 
arife from Melancholy; ‘which are of fo 
many Sorts, and have fuch wonderful Effects, 
that whofoever fhould rightly Defcribe them, 
and make them plainly Manifeft, would 
Difcover to us an unknown World full of 
unheard of prodigious Monfters. ‘Thus I have 
fufficiently Anfwered the moft material Ob- 
jections, not thinking it worth the while to in- 
fift upon every Trifflle, fuch as this is. Why 
do you not believe that,which fo: many Thou- 
Maiands of Wife Men in the World have be- 
ma lieved? Surely they could not all be deceived, 
mac7c. As if a Man did not make Proclamation 
mof his own Folly, by fuch an Argument, 
mawhen the various Religions that have been in 
mathe World, are more than enough to convince 
Meany Rational Perfon, how Abfurd and Ridi- 
ulous the Wifeft of Men are in Matters of 
Opinion or Belief. 
By this time I cannot chufe but wonder, 
setbly, at the {preading of this foolifh Opi- 
nion amongft Men, and its taking fuch deep 
Moot in their Minds; but thenI ceafe admi- 
mering when I Confider, That fome Men are 
Knaves, others are Fools, and that all have 
Fear implanted in them by Nature, the very 
ftrongeft of all their Pafhons: For, though 
t be an Impious and Irrational Saying, That 
Fear was the firft Thing that brought Gods into 
the World; yet lam not apt to believe, Jt 
rft of all brought in thofe Omnipotent Witches 
bat Devils. Now, that Fear 
very frequently, prefents Apparations to Me- 
bancholick and Difeas’d Perfons, was well 
| enough 
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enough known to thofe who govern’d the 
Antient World, efpecially the Zafern Parts 
of it, for they were wife Politiaans, Men 
famous in their Generations, and very much 
experienced in the Nature of Mankind. 
Wherefore knowing how Furious and Head: 
ftrong a Beaft, the Multitude is, not to be 
dealt with, unlefs you come as it were on 
their blind Side, that is, unlefs you take them 
by the weakeft Part, and lay hold of their 


Paffion of Fear, (I fay knowing this) they 

promoted thefe People, and tmprov’d them & 
tor the Defigns of Government. Hence it came 
to pafs that whatfoever was extraordinary in 
Nature,& aptto aftonifh,was,by them,afcrib’d 
to thefeApparations or Spirits ; Namely in the & 
upper Regions of the Heavens, the Eclypfes & 
of the’ Sun and Moon, Thunder and Light & 


ning in the Clouds, Peftilential Seafons, as 
alfo thofe of Famine here below, likewife the 
moft hideous of Difeafes, whether they were 
ftrange Kinds of Iumours in the Body, or 


Convulfion Fits,or feveral Sorts of Madnefs B 
For the Remedying of which difaftrous 
Accident, and the Taking away of ther 
malignant Effects, many Charms or Spells 
were ordain’d; many Exercifing or Conjuring & 


Prayers were invented; In a Word, many 


Religious Rites or Ceremonies ot Worfhip 
were inftituted with a World of Vanity and§ 
Fancy. The Egyptians, that Anitent and Wiftf 
People, the very Fathers of Learning, had2§ 


Refpe& unto thefe Kind of Spirits in thei! 
Publick Worthip, as may be gather’d from 
Plutarch in his Treatife concerning the wernt 
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of Oracles, where he brings in this Confide- 
sation of their Religious Rites, as a probable 
Argument that they were the firft Opiners of 
Damons ; I mean, the firft that brought in the 
Opinion of the Exiftence of Devils. 
In procefs otf Time, thofe Actions of the 
Prielis, and great Politicians of the World, 
n to be imitated by Private Perfons, not. 
only Men, but Women alfo, fuch as fhe was 
that dwelt at Endor , for what will not fome 
attempt to do, when a necefitous Poverty doth 
torment them with a greedy defrre of Gain? 
Thefe kind. of fhirking People, a Generation 
of impudent Liars, Mountebanks in Divinity and 
Phyfick, have all along pefter’'d the Age in 
which they lived. Alipocrates, Treating 
icovs voox, or the Falling-Sickne/s, hath excel 
ently well defcribd the Knavifh Impoftures of 
fome in his Times, who, to cloak their Igno- 
rance of that Difeafe; pretended it came im- 
mediately from the Aland of God, and therefore 
was to be Cured with certain Expiations and 
Charms. Thefe Men, fays he, bad nothing but 
God in their Mouths, and yet, 
im this Holine/s, they bafely deluded the People wit 
Magick Cheats: Soalfo did the Heathen Divi- 
nes, I mean their pretended /bilofophers, Men 
mm full of Words and Beards, who, for the love 
m of Gain and a Croud of Difciples, would 
frequently make fhew of, I know not what, 
Sublimity of Knowledge, and Intimate Acquain 
tance with the Deity, by vertue whereof they 
would undertake to Charm and Exorcife Evil 


i Spirits. Lucien, in his Dialogue, Entituled, 


| 
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thorLevclas, or Lovers of Lies, makes v 
‘with thefe fort of Fellows. 


Now when Hunger and Covetoufnefs had 


engaged private Perfons in the fame Kuavih 
Impoftures, which the Priefs fet on Foot out 
of Pelicy, they not enduring to fee their Office 
invaded, did declare unto the World, That all 
fuch as attempted Sacred Things, contrary to the 
due Rights and Ceremomies, were fo far from any 
Communion with the Gods, that they were rather 
Abandon'd by them, and expos'd to the Soctety of 
Evil Spirits, by which Conver[ation they became 


full of Malice, and all forts of Vice and Mifchief, © 
like unto the Devils, with whom they converfed: & 
For that this was the Affertion of the Antient § 
Chaldean Priefts, is evident, in that Treatife & 
of Famblichus, which treats of the Myfteries & 


of the Egyptians, Chaldeans, and <Affyrians. 
And thus, I fuppofe, I have given a true Ac- 

count of the Rife and Origin of Witcheraft. 
But howfoever thisOpinion of Witchesmight, 
probably, take its firft Rife in the Eafers 
Parts, it quickly alfo came into the Weff, and 
there, at length, it very much prevailed, by 
reafon of the Platonick Philofophby: For thefe 
Men being addicted to Fables and Allegories, 
became fo vain, as to turn thofe Fables and 
Allegories into Reality. In a word, whofo- 
ever reads the Platonick Writings, muft find 
them full of confident Difcourfe, about what 
they did not underftand, concerning the Gods, 
Demons, and Spirits of Men.. Much is their 
Talk of a Familiar Spirit which every Man 
hath, calling it fometimes, the, 6 oa fome- 
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d\aiuwy. Nor is it to be wonder’d at, if Chri- 
ffian Authors have too much exceeded on 
fuch Subjects, in regard *tis well enough 
known how much the Prmitive Chriffians 
admir’d the Platonick Se. Nor is it unlikely, 
that in their frequent Exorcifngs and Conjura- 
tions, they did but imitate the Platonicks, who 

themfelves did, therein, but tread in the Steps 
m of the Antient Egyptian Priefs: Amongft 
whom, it’s ufual to Conjure the Devils, with 
ftrange kinds of Threats, viz. That if they 
would not do as the Priefts would have 
them, They would tear the Heavens affunder, and 
reveal the Secret of Ifis, as may be feenin Fam- 
blicus, whom I have before quoted. 

Thus am I come to a Period, to the fatis- 
faction, I hope, of the Gentleman that put 
me upon this Work, by his Defire to me in 
— and thofe that give themfelves the 
Trouble of readingit; and if I have ad- 
vanc d Opinions contrary to thofe of the Wor- 
fhipful Sir Henry Chauncey, whofe great Age 
may excufe the Commitment of thePerfon that 
occafions this Differtation, and cannot join 
with the Reverend Clergymen, whofe De- 
pofitions were thought of weight enough, by 
the Jury, to bring sher in Guilty, and whofe 
Prayers of {ufficient Efficacy to work a Mira- 
cle, and drive the Devil out of the poor fickly 
Creature, fuppos’d to be Bewitch’d ; it is to be 
prefum’d I fhall. not be thought to fall under 
the Statute of Defamation, or be denied the ~ 
Benefit of my Clergy. To fam up the whole, 
I have, in the Firft Place, fhewn, That there 
sno fuch Thing as a Witch in Scripture. 

Secondly, 


| 


Secondly, That it took its Beginning from Hea. 
then Fables. Thirdly, That it was afterwards & 
Improved by Papal Impoftures. In the Fourth 
Place, I have produc'd feveral Arguments 
againft the Affirmers of Witchcraft. Fifthly, 
‘IT have anfwer’d other Arguments to the 
Contrary. Sixthly, and Laftly, I have endea- 
vour’d to fhew, by what Means this Opinion & 
of Witches came into.the World, all which 
I have handled SuccinGly, pointing as it 
were, at the Heads of Things, and leaving 
it to fome abler Pen, to handle this Queftion 
more at large: A thing which is very ufe. 
ful to be done, for if the Dotrine of Witch. 
craft fhould be carried up to a Hight, and 
the Inquifition after it fhould be intrufted in 
the Hands of Ambitious, Covetvus, and Mali. 
cious Men, it would prove of more fatal Con- 
fequence to the Lives and Safety of Mankind, 
than that Antient Heathenifh Cuftom of Saci- @ - 
fictng Men to Idols; infomuch, that we ftand 
in need of another Hercules Liberator, who, as 
the former freed the World from Hmman Sze 
erifices, fhould, in like manner, Travel from 
Country to Country, and by his all-command- 
ing Authority, free it from the evil and bafe 
Cuftom of ifoning People to confefs them- 
felves Witches, and Burning them after extorted 
Confefions. Surely the Blood of Mankind 
ought not to be fo cheap, nor {fo eafily to be 
fhed, by fuch who under the Name of God, 
gratify exorbitant Paffions and Selfith-Ends; 
tor without Queftion, under this fide of 
Heaven, there is nothing fo Sacred as the 
Life of Man, for the Prefervation —— 


. 


C31) 
a- fh!) Policies or Forms of Government, all Laws 
ds Hind Magiftrates are moft efpecially ordain’d. 
th MVherefore I take the Liberty to affirm, That 
his Difcourfe of mine, attempting to prove 
he Vanity and Impoflibility of Witchcraft 

fo far from any deferved Cenfure an 
- Blame, that it rather merits Commendation © 
und Praife, if I can but in the leaft meafure — 
ontribute to the faving of the Lives of my 
ellow Creatures. 
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“Bartha Dilplay 


I. An Account of; the Witcheraft 
by JANE WENHAM of If, alkerne, in Hertford 


a 


foire, fince. her Condemnation, upon the 

“dies of ANNE. THORN and ANNE STRBET, 
and the deplorable in hey 


Il. An Anfwer’ to" the: 
jections the ; Being. and Power of 
: ‘With fome the 
Cafe’ of JANE WENHAM. in_ parti 
on Mr. Juttice PowEL's Procedure therein. 


“To which are 


The Tryts-of FLORENCE ‘Newton, a famous 
Witch, at the’Affizes held at Cork, Anno.1661', 
as alfo of two Wrrcnes at the Adfizes heldat Bury — 
St. Edmonds in Suffolk; Aime 1664, before Sir 
THEw Hare, (then Lord Chief Baron of the 

| ) Were found gnilty and executed, 


Now Works of the Flefb are phich are theft, 
Adultery, Fornication Lafctvioufne/s , Idolatry, 


Printed. for 1 at the Dial and Bible 
‘St Dunflan’s Church: in (4122 Prige 

maysbe had, Thé TRYAL-and: PROCEEDINGS saint 
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_ther with the great Pronenefs of the Age to Sadduci/m and 


i 


Jenr, when I had fu much toutge in my Defence. 

= Inor’er to which, I firit prefent my Reader with an Abftrad 
- fa famous Tryal ‘of two Witches béfore the Great and Good 
f Sir Matthew Halé, a Man too well known to need any Enco- 
minms; cither for bis Piety, or Knowledge in the Law and it 
3S ju bly Ahop’d, that his declar’d Opiyion, that -there wert 
bere: Tach Pevfons as Witches, wil! be put in the Ballance with 
.. thee oF Mr. Juftice Powel. 
fe ~ _ Having alfo, upon reading Mr. Glanvil’s Book, met with an 


r 
of fuch Stories, td keep my felf to fucha 


—, 
> 


Introduction 

FTER havitig, in as plain and clear a Manner as I could, 

given tle World a full and true Account of the Procted- 

‘K. ingsagainft Fane Wenham, I was in hopes that I fhould 

ve no farther Occafion to divert iny Pen from fome other 

much mere’ important Subjects, which I was engag’d in, both 


by Duty.and Inclination. | 
. ‘Bit being inform’d, that the Incredulity of the Fudge, toge 
n- 


fidelity, had caus’ many Objeétions to rais’d againft that 
faithful and impartial Relation of Matter of Fa%, 1 thonshe 
ta, felf oblig’d, for my own Vindication, and that of the Per- 
ton ion, not to remain fi- 


$ principally concern’d in the Profécuti 


Inflance of a Dileovery of Witchcraft, almoft every: Cir 
cumftance agreeing with our Cafe, I thought my felf oblig'd to 
infert it With Obfervations upon thofe parts of it which fo near- 


patticular Cale, that the one feems to be 
of the other. 


bave alfc, for. the. Satisfaction of fome honeft Gentlemen, 
who never had any, Oscation t> enquire into thefe Matters, and 
difbelieve the Being and Power of Witches, upon the Prejudices 
OF Baucation only, rhow ht fit to reprefent fairly to the:n all 
the moft :: aterial Obj ctions that a is’d_ againlt the Belief 


oft 

piaio way Of folving Difficulties; as may be underftood by 

Capacities, For,which Reafon I have 
Avoided any nice philofophical Lifquifivons selatiz id uy 
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ature and Bai of Spivits peneral, and Luppofe Rasdes- 
a and Believer of the Holy Scriptaren 


count, would be glad to know im what Condition the two 


it may pofibly ferveto' other good Ends, and convince fome Un- 
believers; and therefore I fhail 


lagi(irate, yet } can affure him is nothing bucthe Truth, 
Aune Thorn continues to be frequently troubl’d with the 
|parition. either of Fane Wehbam in her own Shape, or that 
f a Cat, whtich fpeaks to hér, and tempts her ro deftroy her 
elf with: a Knife that it brings along witht. On the-18eh 
ff March particularly, it came to her, and {poke as: ufuals 
ipon which Anne Thorn fell: into a Fir,.and recovering ‘by 
Prayets, fhe took up the Bible and fell to Reading. 
he Book was in her Hands, fie perceiv’d fomething pull i¢ 
rom her, and fhe was fore’d eo-let it fall. Three Perfons whe 
ere then in the Room with her, took up the Bilile and ‘en- 
leavour’d to hold it im het Hands, bur all their Scrength 
ould not. do it, the Boek being violently taken away from 
em, and fiung to the Ground.. At the fame Time nite 
horn cry’d out, fhe was: prick’d in thesHand, and when 
hey look’d on her Hand, it bled, and fem’d'to have béech 
nck’d witha Pen. | 
Another Thing fill more remarkable, happen’d to this un- 
appy Maid. On Tiurfday the 27th of March, the at firt 
erceiv’d a flrange Numbnefs in two of hes-Fangers, which 
ras {ucceeded by a violent Pain in her Wrift, and in an Hour 
two afterward, fhe could not fiir her Hand, anJ. hee 
Nritt feem’d to be out ef Joint, altho’ fh¢ knéw hot how 
was hurt. Upon which fhe was fent to the Bonesfetger, 
ho affirm’d that the Bone was above an Inch out of its 
d did fer it. When Anne Thorn was return’d home, this 
came again to her, and brought het.a Knife, bidding :her 
ot mind what thofe about faid to her, bur cut her Throat, 
id fhe fh wld be well. She has feveral Times fince feen the 


yfeeet, who brought her once a Razor, and upon her refufi 

take it, the Cat faid, go to Nin Street, the will take 
Se 5 and it was found that exactly at thar Time the Cat ap. 
to” Anne Street, and hera Razor, 

This Aame Sireet continues alfo in a ftrange Condition, and 
ae cften troubl’d-with the Apparition of this Cat, as alfo of a 
Ys which accompanies her. On Thurfday the 27th of 
ly the fays, this Dog came to her, bi.Jding her come out 

Md upon her faying her Prayers, he went away. for the pre- » 


fas. <. 


But as 1 doubt not bus th@fe whovhave read my former Ae 
Creatures ‘ave in at prefent, fo I think the Relation of | 
acquaint my Readerwhat t my 


own Knowledge has pafs’d fince the printing rhe above. | 
mention’d Narrative, which, not fwern yet before any” 
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‘Gent, tut inthe Afternoon, about a Clock, the faw- ‘th. 


4 


Dog again, bad her follow. him. ‘to the River, and {hy 
fays he:ran before her, and the follow’d him, but before 
got.to the River, three’ Men met her,» and-brought her home 
after which the felliinto a Fit,’ -and was secover’d by Prayer; 
m+» . On Saturday: following, fhe fays, fhe faw the Cat. again i 
the Yard, {poke ‘to her, bidding her hang her: felf with 
me. her. Garter, or cut her Throat: witha Razor; and after th 
at was gone, Anne Street was grievoully pinch’d in th 
mee farm, fhe knew nmothow. = 
The next Day alfo fhe faw the Cat,:and was pinch’d; an 
at. Night Rapping was hear’d at the Window by all thy 
were prefent; :after which, a Noife was heard as of a Wo. 
| an crying under: the Window, for four Hours ‘together, thi 
On Monday Night, being the 31ft, the faw Fane Wenham 
again in her'own Shape, but fhe went away upon Anne. Street' 
faying her Prayers, and «fhe has not been troubl’d fince the 
Time, to this:prefent Day, the yd of April, 
. As for Mother Wenham, I hear the found out a Way t 
get plenty of: Money while fhe is in Prifon. ‘She fays ‘the we 
pr out of:Spite, only becaufe fae went to the Diffentiy 
Meetings And by this Means, fhe géts Contributions. from tk 
Pasey :  Andof! old Witch, is on a fudden 
a precious Saint: This Story’ me upon enquiring of WV 
Gardiner, whether fhe had 2 Diflenter, 
he declares, tharhe never before heard that fhe us’d:to go 
any Place of Divine Worfhip, and that he never took.her to! 
of any Religion-at aM; however, we are very willing to p 
wish her, and: wifh the Fanaticks much Joy of their new Co 
» fhall only take! Notice of one Thing more to “the Reac 
viz. to aflure him that neither Mr. Gardiner, nor Mr, Strut 
had any Hand in: writing the Narrative of the Proceedim 
againit Fane Wenham, altho they are both Witneffes to t 
of it!;,fo that fome-Gentlemen (who in Jutlice and G 
¢itude, as well as' good Manners, ought to have held th 
Pongues) might as well have {par’d their per/onal Reflettions. 


Ardely-Bury, April 
the 3d, 
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and Rofe Cullender, for Witchcraft, at the Affzes 


wo 


1664; before Sir Matthew Hale, Knight, then Lord 
Chief Baron of the Exchequer. — 


= . 


Suffolk, were feverally indicted for bewitching Eli- 
pabeth, Anne, and William Durent, Fane Bocking, Sufan 
handler, Elizabeth and Deboran Pacey. 

When the Profecutors were giving Direétions for lay- 
ing the Indiétment, three of the affliéted Perfons, viz. 


iolent Fits, {creaming in a difmal Manner ; fo that t 


Hid at length recover out of their Fits, yet they continud 
peechlefs ‘till the Conviction of the Priioners. 

The firt Witnefs at the 7ryal, was Dorcthy Durent, who 
epos'd, That about the roth of Adarsh, nono Car. 2. her 
Bufinefs calling her from Home, fhe left her Child, Wiliam 
Darent, (then a fucking Infant) to the Care of Amy Duny 
or a few Hours that fhe wasabfent ; but sey ie 
he faid Amy not to give it Suck. Being ask’d what need 
here was of that Caution, 4my being an cld Woman, 


he could not five Suck ; but one Reafon was, Amy had, 
jong had the Reputation of a Witch : Another was, it 
vas ufual with old Women, if they tended a fucking 
hild, and nothing elfe would pleaie it, to gave it the 
brealt, which muft be pernicious to the Infant, who 
uck’d nothing but Wind. She faid farther, That when 
i came Home, Amy told her, That fhe had fuekl'd her 
ald, contrary to her Orders, That upon this, fhe was 
ery amgry with my 
age, laying, She bad better wa done fomething elfe, ban 


An Account 4 the TRYAL of Amy Duny, a 


held at Bury St. Edmonds, Suftolk, March 1o. 


A MY Duny and Refe Cullexder, both of Leyfoff, in’ 


{ane Durent, Sufan Chandler, and Elizabeth Pacey, fell into’ — 


rere uncapable of giving their Evidence; and altho’ they” . 


and tuncapable of giving Suck? She anfwer'd, fhe knew 


, who then threaten’d hes ina great. 
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Pave-found Fault with her, and went away ; and that 
Night ber: Child-was taken with ftrange and terrible Fits, 


- will not live long ; which prov’d true, for her 
in two Days after; and this Examinant really believes, 


‘and fo continu’d for fevera' Weeks. ~ | 


The faid Dorothy Durent farther faid, That being full of 
+ Concern at her Child’s Diforder, fhe went to one Dr. 7% 
who liv’d at Yarmouth, a Man famous for curing Per. 


fons bewitch'd. This Man advis’d her to hang the Child’s 


> . ‘Blanket all Day in the Cfiimney-Corner, and at Night ty; 
_ wrap her Child in it, advifing her not to be afraid, if the 
}. faw any Thing.in.the Blanket, but take it and f 
into the Fire. She did fo ; and at Night, when fhe look’ 
f into the Blanket, there fell from it a great Toad, which 


ing it 


‘ran about the Floor, A, young Man who was with this 


_ Examinant, catch’d this Toad, and held it in the Fic 


with a Pair of. Tongs. Immediately jt made a great 
Noife, to which fucceeded a Flafh like Gun-powder; fol. 
low’d by a Report as great as that of a Piftol; and-after 


this, the Toad was no more feen, neither was its Subftance 


petceiv'd t> confume in the Fire. 

She {aj 1 farther, That a Neice of the faid Amy Duny, 
came to het this kxaminant the next Day, and told her, 
that her Aunt (meaning my) was ina fad Condition, 
her Face being fcorch’d with Fire, and that fhe was {it- 
ting alone fiript to her Smock, without &ny Fire. That 
fhe this Examinant went immediately to 4my Duny, and 
faw her Face, Legs, and Thighs much fcorch’d with Fire. 
That fhe ask d wy how fhe caine in that Condition, 4 

aniwerd, “She might thank her for it, [be was the Caf 

of it ; but fhe fhouid f.e fome of herChildren dead, and gow 

Crutches kerfelf. Examinant faid farther, That tine 

i burning the Toad, this Child was well, and is yet « 
we. 

» She faud alfo, That about the 6th of ALarch, 11 Car. 2 

Elizabeth Durent, her Daughter, was taken with 1ike Fits 


with the firft, and cry dout, hat Duny appear d to 


her, and tormented her. That fic this Examinant going to 
fetch fome Phyfick for her Child, when fhe rerurn’d Home, 
fhe found Amy tliere, who faid, Ske came to fee ker Cizild, 
and give it fone Water.. At which this Examinant was v¢- 
ry angry wich her, and thruf{t her out of ‘the Houfe ; up- 
on which ay faid, You need not be fo angry, your Child 
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that Amy Diny did bewitch her Child to Death, the ha- 
ving long had the Reputation of a Witch, and fome of 
her Relations having fuffer’d for Witchcraft. 

She farther faid, That foon after the Death of her Daughr- 
ter Elizabeth, this Examinant was taken Jame in both her 
Legs, and was forc’d to go upon Crutches; which fhe 
continu’d to do to this Bime, The Court ask’d her, Wie- 
ther it were with her, when the was took lame, according to the 
Cufom of Weamen ? She antwer'd, It was, and always was 
fo, but when fhe was with Child. - 

So far this Witnefs.. It was remarkable, that aliio’ fhe 
lad gone upon Crutches for three Years, and did fo at 
he Affizes, before Amy Duny was convicted, yet then fhe 
was immediately reftor’d to her Strength, and went Home 
ithout Crutches. | 

As for Elizabeth and Deborah Pacey, the eldeft about 11 
ears Cld, as I faid before, was taken with a Fit, and 
Bcontinu'd fpeechlefs. While fhe was in her Pit, fhe ap- 
pear'd at firft without any Symptom of Life, faving. that 
er Stomach and Belly, when the drew her Breath, would 
rife to a great Height.» Afterwards, when fhe was a little 
better, fhe lean’d' her Head upon a Cufhion laidvover the 
Bar of the Gott, ‘with her Apron over her Head, and her 
and upon it, and continu’d 1n this Pofture, ‘tall, by Or- 
er of the Judge, my Duny was brought privately to her, 
andtouch’d her Hand ; upon which, the Child, whofe Eyes 
ad been faft clog’d all this while, flew at Amy, and 
cratch'd her, and was hardly forc’d from her, and after- 
wards made many Signs of Eagernefs to come at her. 

Deborah, the youngeft, was fo ill, that the could not - 
be brought to the Affizes.. The Evidence relating to thefe 
two, Was as follows: | | 

Samuel Pacey, of Leyftoff, Merchant, (a foter good Man) 
being {worn, faid, That on Tharfday the 10th of Oéfober 
lalt, his youngér Daughter Deborah, about nine Years old, 
Mie Was fuddenly taken fo lame, that fhe cou!d not ftand on 
Legs, and fo continu’d ’till the 17th of the fame 

Month, when the Child defir’d to be carry'd to a Bank 

on the Eaf# Side of the Houfe, looking towards the Sea ; 
and while fhe was fitting there, my Duny came to this 
Examinant’s Houfe, to buy fome Herings, but was de- 
d. Then the came twice more, but being as often de- 
nyd, the went away difcontented and bling, 
2 this 
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this Inftant of Time, the Child was taken with terribk 
Fits, complaining of a Pain in her Stomach, as if the 

was prick’d with Pins, fhrieking out with a Voice like a 
Whelp, and thus continu’d ‘tll the goth of the fame 
Month. 

In the mean Time, Dr. Feavor was fent for, who de 
clar’d to this Examinant, (and afterwards at the Tryzl) 
That he could not conceive the Caufe of the Child’s Af 
fiction. And farther, this Examinant faith, That yy 
Dany having long had the Reputation of a Witch, and 
his Child having in the Intervals of her Fits, conftantl 
‘eryd out on her, ‘as the Caufe of her Diforder, and faid, 
that ehe faid my did-appear to her, and fright her. HK 
did fufpeét the {aid Amy Duny to be a Witch, and charg’ 
- her with being the Caufe of his Child’s Illnefs, and fe 
her in the Stocks. That while fhe was in the Stocks, Alix 
Eetteridge and Fane Buxton, (who afterwards depos‘ th 
fame in Court) ask’ Amy what was the Reafon of M, 
Pacey's Child’s HInefs, telling her they heard fhe had: 
Hand in't? She anfwer’d, AZ. Pacey keeps 4 great Siti 
with hes Coild, but let him ftay “till he has sl as much b 
‘bis Children, as I have done by mine. Being ask’d what wa 
that, fhe faid, She had been fain to open her Child's Adoul 
with aTap, to give it Victuals. 

He farther faid, That two Days after his Daughter, Zi: 
zabeth was taken with fuch ftrange Fits, that they coull 
not force open her Mouth without ny which thg 
were compell'd to ufe ; and the younger Child being 
the fame Condition, they us’d to her the fame. Remedy. 

He faid alfo, That both Children would grievoully com 
plain, that Dany, and another Woman, whofe Habit 
and Looks they dcfcrib’d, did appear to them, and torment! 
them, and would ery out, There fands Amy Duny, Ther 
jtands. Rofe Cullender, the other Perfon who afflicted them. 

Their’ Fits were not alike ; fometimes they were Jame 
on the Right Side, fometimes on the Left ; fometimes 10 
fore they could not bear to be touch’d ; fometimes pet 
fecily well. in other Refpecis, but they could not hear; 
at other Times they could not fee ; fometimes they lo! 
their Speech for one, two, and once eight Days togetlits 
- At times they had {wooning Fits, and when they could 
{peak, were taken with a Fit of Coughing, and vomited 
Fiegurand Pins, and puce a great Two 
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ail, with above 40 Pins, which Nail the Examinant 
hid he faw vomited up, and many of the Pins. The 
ait and Pins were produc’d.in the Court. They ufual- 
vomited a Pin towards the End of a Fit, four or five 
»f which they fometimes had in a Day. 74 
Thus the Children continu’d for two Mouths, in which. 
Time this Examinant often made ’em read in the New Te- 
Fament, and obferyd when they came to the Words Lord, 
OF 3, they could not pronounce them, but fell 
ntoa Fit. When they came to the Word Satan, or De- 
il, they would point, and fay, Thes Lites, but makes me 


peak right well. He faid, Thatan theIntervals of the Fits, § | 


vhich he thinks occafion’d by naming Lord, Jefus, or 
hrift, he ask’d them why ma could not {peak thofe 
Vords, they would fay, Amy Duny faith not ufe 
pat JVame. 

He faid alfo, That his Children would fay Amy Dany 
fren appeard to ‘em, with Rofe Callender, and threaten'd 
im, That if they told what they Jaw or heard,.they would tor- 
ent ‘em ten times mare than ever they did before. That the 
hildren would run to the Place where they fancy’d ‘em 
o be fometimes fpinning, fometimes reeling, in various 
Poltures, threatening them. | 

This Examimant faith farther, That finding his Children 
lus tormented, without Hopes of Recovery, hefent them 
D his Sifter Adargaret Arnold, at Yarmouth, bei ng willing 

try whether Change of Air would help ’em, and refers 
o herthe Relation of what happen’d to them afterwards. 

Margaret Arnold being fworn, faith, That about the 
oth of November, Elizabeth and Deborah Pacey came to 
bet Houfe, with her Brother, who told he: what bad hap- 
bend at his Houfe; and that he thought his Children be-. 
vitchd ; but fhe this Examinant did not. much regard 
t, fuppofing the Children had play’d Tricks, and put the 
ins into their Mouths themfelves. She therefore tack all 
he Pins from their Cloths, fowing them with Thread, in- 
tead of pinningthem. But notwithftanding, they rais’d at 
ines at leatt 30 Pins in her Prefence, and had terrible Fits; 
n.which Fits they would cry out-upon .4my Dway and 
‘ofe Cullender, faying they faw them, and heard them 
oteatening ao-before. That they faw Things like Mice run- 
ung about the Houfe, and one of them catch’d one of 
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|» ‘That fhe faw Flies bring her crooked Pins, and then th 


= 


thefe Things as they happen’d, and that the does really 


a and threw it into the Fire, which made a Noife lik 

Another Time the younger Child: being ont of Door, 
a Thing like a Bee would have forc’d it felf into haf"! 
Mouth, at which the Child rah {creaming into the Houfe, 
and before this Examinant could come to her, fell into , 
Fit, and vomited a Two-penny Nail! with a broad Head a” 
and after that, this Examinant ask’d the Child how fir 
came by this Nail, fhe anfwer'd, The Bee brought the Nail 
and forc’d it into her Mouth, 
At other times the eldeft Child: told this Exam'nant 


would fallinto'a Fit, and vomit fuch Pins. One tim 
the faid Child faid ‘fhe faw a Moule, and crept under tly 
Table to look for it ; and afterwards the Child teem ’d t 
put fomething in her Apron, faying, She had caught i, 
and ran to the Fire and threw it in, on Which did appear 
to this Examinant fomething like a Flafh of Gun-powda, 
altho’ fhe does own fhe {aw nothing in the Child’s Hand. 
the Child beihg {peechlefs, but otherwife very fer: 
fible, ran up and down the Houfe, crying, Hufh, 
af the had'feen Poultry ; but this Examinant faw nothing 
At Jaft the Child catch’d at fomething, and threw it int 
the Fire. Afterwards, when the Child could {peak, thi 
Bxaminant ask’d her’ what the faw at that time, {k 
antwerd,' She faw a Duck. Another time the youngd 
Child faid after a Fit, That Amy Dany -had been with her 
and tempted ker to drown herfelf, or cut her Throat, ot 
otherwife deftroy herfelf Another time they both cry! 
out-of Amy Duny and Rofe Callender, faying, Why don’t ya 
come your jelucs* why do fend your Imps to torment ns 
This Examinant farther faith, That fhe did {et down 


believe thefe Children are bewitch'd ‘by Amy Duny ant 
Roje-Cu'lender, aithough-at firlt fhe was not inclinable to 
Buren? was anotlier of the Perfons afflicted, ant 
then prefent in Caurt. | | 

Her Father, Edmund Durent, of Leyfoff, being {worr, 
faid, That towards the End of November laft, Rofe Cullix 
der came to his Houle to buy Herrings of his Wife, who 
refusdto fet her have any ; upon which, the faid Refe wen! 
away iecmingly angry. That afferwards, on ift : 
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ain'd of a fad Pain in her Stomach, like the pricking 
‘Pins, and foon after fell into {wooning Fits ; and u 
her Recovery, the cry d out, twat fhe had feen the Ap- 
nrition Of Rofe Callender, who threaten‘d to torment her; 
4 thus fhe continu’d (having vomited up feveral Pins, 
hich were produc’d in Coust) untl the Affizes. This 
une Darent was then in Court, but could not give her 
jdence, by Reafon of firange Fits the fell into at the 
cht of Rofe Cullender. 
“Anne Baldwin being {worn, teltif;’d the fame Thing as . 
) Anne Durent’s being bewitclhrd. 
Fane Bocking, another of the affiiét.d, was fo ill, that 
e could not come to the Affizes. But as to her 
Diana Bocking, of Leyfoff, was i{worn, and faid, Her 
aughter, Fane Bocking, had been formerly :roubl’d with 
its, but always recoverd of them ; but onthe 1ft of Fe- 
yary aft, fhe complain‘d grievoufly of a {trange Pain in 
Somach, as if it had been prick d with Pins, and fell 
terwards into a Fit, and had many Returns of thefe Fits 
ll this Time, eating little or nought, and often vomited 
ooked Pins, particularly on Sunday lait fhe brought up 
ren of them. When fhe was in her Fits, the would 
read Abroad her Arms, andufe Poftures as if fhe catch- 
at fomething, with her Hands open, and then would 
ut em again; and. upon opening her Hands, crooked 
ns were found in ‘ein, aitho it could not be perceiv’d how 
ey could be brought to her. At another ume the talk’d 
pher Fits as 1f to fome Perfon, (altho’ fhe would take 
Notice of any that were prefent) then fhe held out 
t Hand, faying, / will not Lave it, 1 will uot have it. Af- 
wards{he faid, / will, and {hut her Hands clofe, and 
bon forcing her Hand open, was found in it a: Lath- 
ail. She often cry’d out in her Fits, There ffands Rofe 
Hender at the Bed's Feet ;.fometimnes fhe faid fa» 
r at the Bed’s Head, and fometimes in other Places. Af- 
rwards fhe was {peechlefs for feveral Days, tho’ not in 
ts; When fhe could fpeak, fhe defir’d fome Meat, and 
ing, ask’d why the did not.fpeak in fo many Days, fhe 
id, Amy Duny would not let her. The Pins and Nail were 
‘wo in Court. | 
As to Sufan Chandler, another of the affitted, and in 
burt, her Mother, Adary Chandler, being iworn, ae 


vcember following, -4nne Durent, his Daughter, cm 
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‘(who had granted a Warrant againft the Prifoners up, 


nefs tonfe the next Morning to wath, faw Rofe Cullenk 


| fain, and ask’d whether fhe could’ give her Evidenc 


F That about the Beginning of February lalt, the was q 
pointed, among five other Women, by Sir Edmond 


the Complaint of Mr. Pacey) to fearch the Bodies of 
Prifoners. That they went to Rofe Cullender, and told hy 
they’had Orders to fearch her Body, which fhe confenty 
to. That having ftript her ‘naked, they began at fy 
Head, and toward the Bottom of her Belly, they foun 
fomething like a Teat, about an Inch lofig. Being qu 
ftion’d about it, fhe faid, She had got a Strain by carryiy 
Water, which was the Canfe of that Excrefcence. On farthy 
Search, they found in her Privities more of thefe Te 
but {maller than the other. This Examinant faith f 
ther, That at the End of the long Teat, was a little Ho 
that 1t feem’d to have been newly fuck’d, and it bem 
{queez'd, there came out white Milky Matter. 
~ She faid alfo, That her faid Daughter. Sufan, theni 
Servant in Ley/off,'and about 18 Years old, having B 


appear to her, and the faid Rofe took her by the Hand 
at which fhe was much frighted, and came to this & 
aminant, and told her of it. Then fhe fell extreamj 
fick, complaining grievoufly of her Stomach ; and ty 
Night, being in Bed with another young Woman, fk 
fhriek’d out, crying Rofe Cullender would come to Bed to bn 
and felf into grievous Fits, befting herfelf in a terribh 
Manner. In her Intervals; the faid fometimes fhe { 
Rofe Cullender, fometimes fhe faw her, and a great Dog wil 
ber. She vomited many crooked Pins, and was fom 
times ftricken blind, at other times dumb, as fhe was ff 
the prefent in Court ; but being carry’d out, in half a 
Hour fhe recover’d her Speech ; and being brezight int 


id fhe could. But being fworn, and ask’d what iit 
could fay againft the Prifoners, fhe fell into a gricvou 
Fit, and cry‘d out, Barn her, Burn her ; which was allilt 
could fay. | 

Robert Chandler being {worn, agreed with his Wife 1 
all Parts of ber Evidence, except that concerning th 
fearching Rofe Cullender. | 

This was all the Evidence relating to the bewitchir 
theie Children. At the Tryal were many- eminent 
ions ; and’among the relt, Mr. Serjeant Keeling, who wi 
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fafe, fince thei 

Perfon ? | 
The learned Dr. Browne of Norwich, being alfo prefent, (9% 

mas defir'd to give his Opinion of the three Perfons in “a 
ourt. He faid he was clearly of Opinion, that they © 

were bewitch'd ; that there had latcly been a Difcovery 9am 

of Witches in Denmark, who usd the fame Way of tor- © 
enting Perfons, by conveying crooked Pins, Needles, 

and Nails into their Bodies.. That he thought in fuch Ca- 
esthe Devil acted upon Human Bodies, by natural Means, ~ 3am 
iz. By exciting and ftirring up the fuper-abundant Hu- «am 
mours, he did afflict them 1n a more furprizing Manner, . =e 

by the fame Difeafes their Bodies were ufually fubject to. aaa 
hat thefe Fits might be natural, only rais‘d to a great ae 

Deeree, by the Sabtilty of the Devil co-operating with am 
he Malice of thefe Witches. ae 
Befides the above-mention’d Particulars, cther Tryals 
were made to fatisfy the Court, that the Children were ~ 3m 
tally bewitch’d. | — 
_At firft the Prifoners were brought intoCourt to the af- aay 
licted, to touch them ; and upon the leaft Touch of them,- “aay 
of Rofe Cullender in particular, tho’ before they feem’ 5 
oid of all Senfe, and their Fifls were fait clenchd, fo 
hat a ftrong Man could not force them open) they in- 4 ‘ | 


antly fhriek’d out, and open’d their Hands; but when ~~ 
ny other Perfon touch’d ’em, they took no Notice of it ;@ 9% 
ind altho’ they were blinded, left they fhould privately "9m 
ce, Rofe Callender’s touching them had the fame Effect. = 
An ingenious Perfon that was prefent, objected, that (aaa 
his Experiment was not fufficient to find the Pnfpners ‘4 
puilty, fince the Children might counterfeit, and _percet- E 
ning when fhe touch’d them, put th ves into thofe vi- 
lent Motions. | 
ft was therefore privately defir'd by the Judge, that 4 a 


| 


ome eminent Gentlemen in Court would attend one of ©. 3am 
¢ diftermper’d Perfons, while fhe was in her Fits, atthe 
ther End of the Hall; and bring one of the Witches to 
her, and fee what would follow, They did fo, andthe. .@ 
d being blinded,, was brought ; 


! 


Eons were bewitch’d, yet their Imagination only was | 
: ufficient to fix .it on the Prifoners; elfe who could be = 
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Stand. At that, Mr. Pacey faid, 1 
mee ceivd by a Sufpicion, that the Witch touch’d her,. whe 
meee the did not. That he obfervd, thatin all her Fits, fh 


Vavards confirm’d by the Maid,- when fhe recover'd, o 


that Children as they were, and of feveral Families 
- Way related to cach other, {hould be able all to deceive thei 
Bm, Relations; and ‘tis unreafonable to think, that thy 


Be much as object that there was any Malice in the Caf 


| “ * and no others, {hows, that they were the Perfons that di 


Cloaths, and then was well again. 


another Perfon touch'd her, and the Touch had: the fame | 


Bee Effect with that which the Witches had. Whereupon thie 
Gentlemen return’d, and they believ'd the 
bufinefs an Impofture. ha 


‘his pri the whole Court to ; 
, Lhe Maid might be de. 


was fenfible of what was done. to her; which was afte. 


Conviction of the Prifoners, And in fome Mens Opin: 
on, this was rather a Confirmation that they were reall 
‘bewitchd, than a Sign of Fallacy. For it 1s impofibk 


fhould confpire together to take away the Lives of tw 
filly Women ; and the Prifonersthemfelves did {carce if 


Therefore, fay they, that extraordinary Commotion of tk 
Spirits of the Children, at the approach of thefe Woma, 


Seam of being (worn, Gil 
ondly, Fobn Soam o being f{worn, fi 

That not long {ince he had thrée Harveft-Carts going | 
to the Field to load ; that one of them wrench’d the Wi 
dow of Rofe Gallender, who came out, and threaten‘d hin 
That the other Carts went well enough, but this was: 
verturn d twice or thrice that Day... That they could m 
get it through a Gate, ‘till they had cut down the Polk 
altho the Cart did not touch them ;, neither could ths 
bung it to the Place where they would unload it, 
the next Morning ; and then they did iteafily. — 

». Robert Sherringham being fworn, faid, That about tw 
Years fince the Axle-tree of his Cart broke down. pat d 
Gullender’s Houfe ; upon which the. threaten’d hin 
a great Rage, that his Horfeés fhould fuffer for it.. Th 
foon after all thofe Horfes, being four, dy’d. That he ha 
Aiace had great Loffes in his Cattel, and was fhortly aft 
taken lame for fome Days, and recoyer’d, but was {0 plage 
with great Lice, that he was forc'd to, burn two. Suits ¢ 


Richard being iworn, faid, That on he 
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let her veft, 
ife. 


till fhe was Feveng'd ox Cornelius Sandelwells 


a 


oad, fhe defir’d my to go with her, to help bring at (aan 
ome. -Amy%eply’d,: She would go when fhe had it. Then 
is Examinant faid, That fhe went tc the Boat-man, and Sam 
emanded the Firkin. The Men told her, They . 
ep it in the Boat from falling into the Sea, they thought twas =n 
one tothe Devil, they never faw the like befyre. She askd | 
em whether they loft any other Goods ?. They faid, Wor > 


py. | 
This was all the Evidence. The Prifoners faying fho- 
ing material to any Thing that was prov'd againftthem, . 
e Judge, in his DiteGtion to the Jury, -wavd repeating 
¢ Evidence, to avoid any Miltake, and told the Jury 
ere were two Things they were to enquire into, 
hether or no thefe Children were bewitch’d. Seccnidly,. & | 
Thether thefe Women did’ bewitch them. 
He faid he did not tn the lJeaft doubt but there were . “3 
hitches Firit, Becaufe the Scriptures affirm it. Second/y, 
caufe the Wifdom of all Nations, particularly ourown, —am 
ath provided Laws again{t Witchcraft ; which implies 
ir Belief of fuch a Crime. He defir'd them tingly to 
bferve the Evidence, and begg’d of God to direct ther 
earts in the weighty Concern they had in Hand, fince \ 
condemn the Innocent, and let the Guilty go free, are 
oth an Abomination to the Lord. 
The Jury went from the Bar, and in half an Hour am 
ought them in guilty of all the Indictiients, being thi- am 
en in Number. 2 

The next Morning ‘the three Children came to Sir AZat- 
ev Hale's Lodgings very well: And Mr. Pacey being ask- 7a 
d at what Time they were thus reftor'd tp their Speech 73am 
nd Health, he anfwer'd, That within halfan Hour after Qa 
he Conviction of the Prifoners, they were all reftor'd to ae 
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Anne, Wite to Cornelius Sandefwell, depos’d on Oath, 
hat feven or eight Years ago, fhe having beught fome™ 
ecfe, Amy told her, Jf the did not fetch cm Home, they'd be 
froyd ; which happen‘d accordingly. That told 
Husband, (who was her Landlord) That he muft 
ike Care of fuch a Chimney, orit would fall. Thatthis 7 
repyl'd, Twas one. Soon after the Chim=> 
ey fell down, as my had faid. She faid farther, That 
Memaving 2 Firkin of Fifth fent to her, which lay in Levyfoff | 
| | 
| 
| 


Health, and {lept well that Night, without Pain, except 
Chandler, who complain’d of 2 Pain like pricking 
of Pins in her Stomach. 

me After this, they cdme into Court; but ane Durent was 
See afraid to look on the Witches, and pray’d that fhe might 
pe not fee them. But the other two declar'd in open Court, 
ma before the Prifoners, (who did not much contradict them) 

m that all that had been {worn to, was true. After this, th 
whole Court b:ing fatisfy’d with the Verdict, the Witches 
Were fentencd to be hang‘d. | 
Great Endeavours were us'd to bring them to Confeff. 
on, but in vain, and they were executed on Monday the 
1 7th of March, but confefsd nothing. 

| 


meee, Obfervations on the foregoing Tryal of Amy 
a me Duny and Rofe Cullender. 


-. JT is very probable, that Mr. Juftice Powell had never {een 
=this Tryal, when he faid in that of Mother.Wenhan, 
he never heard, that in any Witch's Tryal before, the 
ms ficted Perfons fell into a Fit in Court. For here the Reade 
ue 6 dees, that three Perfons difturb’d, all fell into Fits at th 
of the Pnfoners; which was exaétly the Cafed 
“inne Thorn. She was to all Appearance very well in tit 
fm Morning, ‘tll fhe faw the wicked Author of her Tor 
=  mentsin Court ; and then fhe fell intoa Fit, as is related, 
ep. 24. of the count of the Difecvery of Surcery, &c. 

- But this Circumftance is not the only one in whid 
thefe two Cafes agree: For 1. As Durent’s Child’s bu 
smmediately fucceeded upon 4my Duny’s threatening he, 
That fhe bad as good have done otherwife, as have found Faxtimtw 
with ker ; foin our Cafe, immediately: before Anne Thorn St 
‘firk Fit, Fane Wenham threaten’d Mr.Gardiner, as you may {ti th 
3. and before the fecond fhe had threaten’d Anne ch 
ae erfelf, That if fhe told any more fuch Stories of her, as if i W' 
ad bewitch'd her, it fb d be worfe with her, than ig bad beni pe 
| -J¢t, to fay nothing of her threatening her after th 
demnation, that Anne Thorn and Aune Street fhould OO 
De well yet; which has exactly come to pafs fince. 


e Witches appearing to the Affi 
er own Shape by in the very remar 


ras Mapeing convey d by invifible Means to the Hands of the “im 
ht MmPerfons afflicted, is fo exaétly refembling the Cafe of 
rt, Manne Thorn, that they feem to be the fame Story. If the 
n) Meader will compare the Evidence of Diana Bocking in’ "a 
he HiRhis Tryal, with p.19 of the Account, he will find they 


of the other. | 
Then their ftarting up with great Strength and Fury 


heir endeavouring to get at her to fcratch her ; their con- 


‘ed upon the Touch of any other Perfon, altho’ fhe could 


ed her, {prung up as ufual; when in Truth it was not 
he Witch, but another Perfon that. touch'd her. 

That part of Aargaret Arnold's Evidence concerning E- 
izabeth and Deborah Pacey, that Amy Duny had been with 
Deborah Pacey, and tempted her to drown kerfelf, or to cut 


Anne Street have all along fince their Il!nefs ftrugg!’d with, 
to deftroy themfelves ;'and this they have been tempted 
to do fometimes by the Apparition’ of Fane Wenbam in 
her own Shape, at other times by the Cat, which {peaks to 
them, bidding “em not mind what their Friends fay to them, 
Rill themfelves, and they fhould be well. 

When the Reader c es the Evidence given at thefe 


two Tryals, he muft s perceive a vaft Superiority of 


7 Strength in that of Mother VVenbam. That which fix'd 


thefe Witchcrafts upon Amy Dany and the other, was © a iy 


chiefly the ftrong Imagination of the Parties afflicted, 


who cry’d out.in their Fits, that thefe Women did ap- | a i 


, pear to them, and torment ‘em. There were indeed o-~ 
ther Circumfances, {uch as their threatening the Relat#- 


, before a Fit, in 
bie Pathage of Pins: 


ce fo very much alike, that the one feems to be.a Copy” 


her Throat, or utherwife to deffroy herfelf, 1s but too nearly © - 
refembl’d in the violent Temptations both Ane Thorn and . 


pon the Touch of the Witch, is the fame in both Cafes, «9 iW 


inual crying out of her, or them: But there is this Dif- “4 Br 
rence in Favour of Anne Thorn, that the never recover- . “ae 


; 
ot tell whether it was not the real Witch, her Eyes be- i 
ing faft clos’d; whereas one of the diftenper'd Perfons in 
this Tryal being blinded, and fuppofing the Witch touch- — a | 


ons of the Afflicted, Cc. but this was the meft matertal 


Proof. Now, the Profecutors of Fane Wenham did not 


bring. all thefe Proofs, but itrengthen’d 
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Ontradicuon oy the Contefiion of the Prifoner her 
mew self, Which was at large atteftéd upon Oath by two reve. 
send and worthy Divine. 
was very. well pleasd tofind, upon reading this Try. 
that Sir AZatthew Hale declard himfelf clearly of 0. 
ee > pinion, that there were fuch Creatures as Watches upor 
| - » the Authority of the Scriptures, as well as the Laws of 
abl Nations, who! would not have unanimoufly agreed 
| providing proportionable Punifhments for the Offence, 
had they not been perfwaded, that there really was fucha 
Grime as Witchcraft: I fhall now fubjoin another very 
aemarkable Inftance of a Tryal, which in many Circun- 


ances comes {till nearer to the Cafe of Fane Wenham. | 
4a. taken out of ithe Collection of Relations at the End of i) 
Glanvill’s Sadducifmus Triumphatus ; together with O}- pr 
fervations on fuch Paris of it as relemble Wenham’s Calc. 


i 


An Abfirattof the Relation of the Proceedings 
 . againft Florence Newton, an Irifh Witch of 
out, of ber’ Tryal atthe Af 
wi fzes held for the County: of Cork, Septem- 
ber 11. 3661. | 


. , 
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Fy Lorence. Newton was committed to Youghall Prifon by 
/ the Mayor of the Town,-AZarch 24. 1661. for 
witching Afary Longdon, who gave Evidence againft he 
Mary Longdon being, {fworn, ‘and examin’d what_ fhe 
could fay agaift the {aid Florence. Newton, for any Pr- 
me. tice of Witclicraft on herfelf ; and being bid*to look on 
mes the Prifoner, her Countenance chang’d very pale, and the 
afraid) to Jook’ towards her ; but at laft fhe did. Be 
sme ask’d: whether fhe knew ker? fhe faid: fhe'did, ans 
wifl’d fhe never had. Being ask’d how long fhe had known 
the faid, for three or four Years ; and that’ at Chrif- 
the faid Florence came to the Deporent, at tlk 
Boule of Pyne'of Youghall, whore the Deponent ws 
Servant,and ask'd her to give her a Piece of Beef out 
-08 the: Powdering-Tub. And-the Degonent 


b 


lore 
ave 
Ane 
4 1 
ret ae 
tal 
tt! 
ne 
ac 
eT 
we 
41 
A 
th 
0 
LUT 
Ih 
ite 


er fhe could not give away her Mafter’s Becf, the-faid> 
rence feeri’d to be angry, and faid, Thum bail? as good 
ave given it me ; and 1o went away grumbhng. a 


The Reader 1 af look back to p. 1. of the Account of ~ 
Fane Wenham, where be will fe Something very like thy im 


e Information of Matthew Gilfton. al 

Mary Longdon goes on, and faita, a 


That about a Week after, this Deponent going tothe 3m 
Nater with a Pail of Cloaths on her Head, fhe metthefaid 70m 
lorence. Newton, who came fullin her Face, and threw the +a 
Pail off Her Head, and violently kifs‘d her, faying, Mary, p 
pray thee, let thee and 1 be Friends; for 1 bear thee noid 
Vill, and l pray thee do thou bear me none. And thatthe the |” 7m 
eponent went afterwards Home, and that within afew 0 
Days after, fhe faw a Woman with a Vail over her Face * 938 
tanding, by hcr Bed Side, and one ftanding by herhikea = 
ittle old Manin Silk Cloaths; and that this Man, which | 44 
he took be a Spirit, drew the Veil from the old Woman's ag 
ace, and then fhe knew it to be Goody Wenton; and. oF 
at the Spirit {fpake to this Deponent, and would have had 
rer promife him to follow his Advice, and fhe fhould ee an 
ave aft Things after her own Heart. To which fheam- 
werd, That fhe would have nothing to fay to him, but put her = 


in the Lor de 
Obfervation. 
How very like is this Hypocrify of Mother Newton, who,-to 
sin 4 greater Power to do Mifchief, pretended a Defrre to be 
econcil d to Mary Langdon, tothan Part of Sufan Aylott’s 
mormation, p.13. of the Account, wherein fhe faith, That 
jane Wenham came to her Houle, and look’d upon a Child 
which wasin her Lap, and firok’d it, and faid, Sufan, 
ou havea curious Child; you and I had fome Words, 
but { hope we are Friends, Gc. Soom after which the 
bild dy'd frangely. The Woman in the Veil bere 
4, cannot but bring to. Adind. the Woman in the. Riding- 
who. appear'd to. Matthew Gilfton, p.1- and Anne 
bhorn,.p. 4..4nd8,. and ihe Spirits [pecking to Mary Longa 
bon, and tempting her, 1. aloft the fame with the Cat's foeaka 
gio Anne Thorn, and Anne Stecet, tempting them tc come 


| 


Mary Longdon proceeds, and faith, 
 ~- That within a Month after the faid Florence had 
her, fhe this Deponent-fell very ill of Fits and Trance: 
which would take her on the Sudden, in that Violeng i fh 
that three or forfr Men could not hold her; and in to 
Fits the would often be taken with Vomitings, and would F: 
vomit up Needies, sPins, Horfe-Nails, Stubs, Wooll, and th 
Straw. And being whether, fhe perceiv’d at  thefe D 
_ times what fhe vomited ? She faid, She did ; for was 

then in fo great a Diffraction, as in other Parts of ber Fini A 
fhe was. And that a little before the firft Beginning of fil / 
her Fits, feveral (and very many {mall} Stones woull 
fall upon her as fhe went up and down, and would fol " 
kr 
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po 
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low her from Place to Place, and from one Room tox 
mother, and would hit her on the Head, Shoulders, and 
Arms, and fall to the Ground, and vanifh away. And 
“sg that fhe and feveral.cthers would fee them both fall up 
and on the Ground, but could never take them, fr 
». only fome few, which fhe and her Mafter caught in ther 
= Hands. Amoneft which, one that had a Hole it it, fe 
oF fs (as fhe was advis'd) with a Leather Thong to he 
ig urfe, but it vanifh’d immediately, tho’ the Leather con 
tinu’d on afaft Knot. 
a That in her Fits fhe often faw this Florence Newton, ani 
ery dd out againft her, for tormenting her ; for fhe fays that 
the would feveral times ftick Pins into her Arms, and 
im.  fome of them fo faft, that a Man muft pluck three ado 
Times to get out the Pin, and they were ftuck be 
tween the Skin and the Flefh. That fometimes fhe fhoul Hii co: 
be removd out of her Bed into another Room ; fometima RD: 
fhe fhoyld be carry'd to the Top of the Houfe, and la iN 
ona Board betwixt two folar Beams ; fometimes put iii er 
to a Cheft, fometimes under a Parcel of Wooll, fometima i») 
between two Feather Beds on which fhe us‘d to lie, ant iio 
fometimes ‘betwixt the Bed and the Mat in her Meiiices 
fter’s Chamber in the Day-time. Being ask’d how {tile 
knew fhe was thus carry’d about and difposd of, 
in her Fits the was in a violent Diftraction, fhe anfwe- 
eed, She never knew where fhe was, ’till they of the Famil, MMC 
and the Neighbours with them, would be taking’ ber om 
the Places whither fhe was fo carryd and remov'd. And 
ing ask’d the Reafon why fhe out fo much againl 
Florence Nenton in hex Fits? fhe anfwer'’d,  Becanfe foe 
and felt her. Torturing. And 
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Newton that did her this Prejudice, the faid, firft; Becauife 
the threaten‘d her ; then, becanfe after fhe had kifs'd her, 
ce fae (he fell into thefe Fits, and that fhe both faw and felt her 
ef commenting. And laftly, That when the People of the 
{fe Family, by Advice of the Neighbours, and Confent ‘of 
ime the Mayor, had fent for Florence Newton to come to the 
{fm Deponent, fhe was always worfe when fhe was brought 
atato her, and her Fits more violent, than at another time. 
isa And that after the faid Florence was committed at Yoxz- 
ffm fll, the Deponent was.not troubl’d, but was very weil 
till a little while after the faid’ Florence was removd to 
|- fe Cork, and then the Deponent was as ill as ever before. 
. And the Mayor of Youghal, one Mr. AZayre, then fent to 
die know whether the faid Fisrence were bolted (as .the De- 
ponent was told) and finding fhe was not, Order was gi~ 
af ven to put the Bolts on her ; which being done, the De- 
rMmeponent faith fhe was well again, and fo hath continu’d 
tfmecver fince, And being ask’d whether (he had fach like 
Fits before the fiid Florence gave her the Kifs, fhe faith the 
tmenever had any, but believes that with that Kifs fhe be- 
ewitchd her. And therather, becaufethe hath heard from 
Nicholas Pyne, and others, that the faid Florence hath con- 
as much. 
Obfervation. | 
1 Here are alfo fome Things in which the Fits of Mary Long- 
tMdon and Anne Thorn agrce, particular'y the great Strength of 
the Afflifted when in a Fir; fo great that three or four Men 
could hardly hold em down. But there ws one very remarkable 
Difference which 1 doubt not but my Reader has already taken 
Notice of, viz That this Mary Longdon was always worfe of 
her Fits whenever Florence Newton came into the Room j 
whereas Anne Thorn confantly recover'd of her’s at the Touc 
f Jane Wenhain. dad yet I think thefe different Appearan- 


ble to fappofe, that either of thefe Alterations in the Afficted, 
came to pafs by the Confent or Procurement of toe Witches 
hemfelves, who could not but perceive that they ferv’d as frong 
Circumitances againf® them ; bat this was done by tke over-ru- 
Ming Providence of Almi hty God, to convict thefe miferable 
Creatures ; and either of thefe Ways might do as well as the v- 
ther, fince it is equally furprizing to fee one in perfect Health 


ces may be beth accounted for the fame Way. It us not reafond~ 


1010 fuch’ serrible Fits at the Sight of any one Perfon, “os 


And being ask’d how (he coutd think it was Florence,. fm 


fee anosher recover ont of fuch Fits the bare Touch of 
| Sufpeced Witch ; both of them tending only to the Difcovery ¢ 
the Criminal, Thus Anne Thorn fell into a Fit in Com, 
when fhe firft faw the Witch, lat recover'd .at her coming new 
to ker. Here alfa the Reader finds fome firange Circumft ances, 
as that of the Hail-/tones falling Mary Longdon, ber kx. 
ing remov'd up and down, 8&c. which are. different pe Any 
related in the, Cafe of Anne horn. But it cannot be expect. 
ed, that all Witchcrafts [bould be alike; and that the Devi 
fhoald be. oblig’d to act always uniformly, a very ftrange Po- 
ftulatum, which yet fome ¢ our profound <Arguers again} 
Witchcraft very.unreafonably demand. 


.To go on with the Relation. 
This AZary Longdon having clos’d up her Evidence, Fi. 
rence JNewton peep d at her, as it were, between the Heads 
of the By-(tanders that interpos’d between her and the faid 
Mary, and lifting up both her Hands together as_ they 
were,manacl'd, caft them in an angry violent. Kind of 
Motion (as was feen and obferv’d by W. fon) towards 
the faid AZary, as if fhe intended to {trike at her, if {he 
could reach her, and faid, Now [be is down. Upon which, 
the Maid fell fuddenly to the Ground like a Stone, and 
fell into a moft violent Fit, that all the People that could 
come to lay Hands on her, could {carce hold her, the bi- 
ting her own Arms, and fhricking out in a moft hideous 
Manner, to the Amazeiment of all the Beholders. And 
-continujng fo for about a Quarter of an Hour, (the fad 
Florence Nemon fitting by herielf all that while, pinching 
her own. Hands and Arms, as was {worn, by fome thi 
~obfery’d ticr) the Maid was order’d to be carry’d out o 
the Court, and taken into an Houfe;. whence feveral Pe- 
fons after that brought Word, that the Maid was in 3 
vomiting Fit, and they brought in feveral crooked Pins, 
and Straws, and Wooll, in white Foam like Spittle, 1 H,,, 
great abundance : Whereupon the Court having takai, 
otice that the Maid had faid fhe had been very wel By. 
when the faid Florence was in Bolts, demanded of 
Gaoler if fhe were in Bolts or no: To which. he faid fx By,; 
was not, but only manacl’d. Ree 
Upon which, Order was given to put on her Bolts ; Hiiw 
and upon putting them on,the cry’d out,the was kill’d, {ht 
Was undone, fhe was fpoil’d ; why do me 
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ins ? ahd fo cOntina’d complaining grievonfly for about 
4lf a Quarter of an Hour ; and’then came ina Mefienger 
‘om the Maid, and inform’d the Court the Maid was 
elt; At which Florence immediately and cholerickly ut- 
er’'d thefe Words, She is mot well yer. And being demand- 
4 how fhe kriew the was not well, fhe deny’d the faid fo, 
ho’ many in Court heard her fay the Words; and the 
aid, if fhe did, fhe knew not what the faid, being old, 
snd diftracted with her Sufferings, Put the Maid being 
eafonably well come to herfelf, was, before the Court 
new any Thing of it, fent out of the Town to Youghall, 
iid fo was no farther examin’d by the Court. This Fit 
f the Maid being urgd by.the Court with all the Cir- 
umfances of it, to have been a Continuance of her De- 
ilith Practice’ fhe deny’d it,.and lhkewife the. Motion of 
er Hands, or the faying, Wow fhe ts down; tho’ the Court 
aw the firlt, and the Words were*{wornby one Roger 
for. And Thomas Harrifon {wore, That he had obferv’d ' 
he faid Florence peep at her, and ufe that Motion with 
ver Hands, and faw the Maid fall down immediately up- 
bn that Motion, and heard the Words, Now fhe is down, ut- 
erd, 

Obfervation. 
Ia nothing more does Jane Wenham refemble Florence 
ewton, than in her impudent Lying backwards and forwards, 
vhich was obferv’d by all that talk’d with her while fhe was un- 
ler Examination, and even fince her Condemnaticn, fhe cannot 
eave : of, but it is every-Day taken Notice of by all that come 
CAY iT 
But to 20 on with*this Relation, _ - 
Nickolas Stout was next produc’d by Mr. Attorney-Ge- 
erak, who being {worn and examind, faid, That he had 
ft try d her, having heard fay that Witches could not fay 
he Lord’s Prayer, whither fhe could fay that Prayer or 
ot, and found fhe could not; whereupon fhe faid fhe 
ould fay it, and had often faid it; and the Court being 
fefir'd by her to hear her fay it, gave her Leave; and four 
Imes together after thefe Words, [ give us this Day our 
Bread fhe continually fatd, 4s we forgive them, 
ing ont the Words, [And forgive us om Trefpages| upon 
Which the Court appointéd ‘one to teach her thele Worfs 
the fo left out: Bat the either could not, ot would not 
bay them, piing thefc.or the like Words, ye, aye, 
; D Trefpaffes ; 
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Trefpa es that’s thé Words. And being oft prefs'd to- Utter 


will find that this was exattly the > with Jane Wenham, 


was much trouol’d with little Stones that were thrown:t 


| Breafts, and in the Twinkling of an Eye, they woul * 


20°) 


the WorJs as thcy were repeated to her, fhe did not; 
And being ask’d the Reafon, fhe faid the was old, and 
had a bad Memory; and being ask’d how her Me 


ferv'd her fo well for other Parts of the Prayer, and only 
_ fail’d her for that, the faid fhe knew not, neither could 


the help it. 
Obfervation. 
In the Account abive refer'd to p.10 and 12, the Reader 


When fhe came to this very Petition, fhe could not repeat it; 
no, not after another who rehears'd it flowly to her. “Tis true, 
this Experiment was noc made in Court, the Fudge thinking fi 
to wave it, altho’ it was defr'd by Mrs, Gardiner, towards the 
End of the Tryal. Neither did Mother Wenham care for it 
herfelf, having fo often found herfelf foil'd at this Petition, and 
that, Lead us not into Temptation, @c. tho’ her Ademuy 
was as g00d as Florence Newton’s as to the reff of the Prayer. 


proceed with the Tryal of Florence. 
Fobn Pyne being likewife {worn and examin’d, faid, 
That about Fannary laft Aary Longdon, being his Servant, 


her wherever {he went , and that he hath feen them come 
as if they were thrown at her, cthets as if they dropp’ 
on her; and that he hath feen very great Quantities of 
them, and that they would, after they had-hit her, fall 
on the Ground, and then vanifh, fo that none of them 
could be found. And farther, That the Maid once caught 
one of them, and he himfelf another, and one of them 
with aHole 1n it, fhe tyd to her Purfe, but it vanifhd 
in a little Time, but the Knot of the Leather that ty’d it, 
remaindunalterd. That after the Stones had thus haunt- 
ed her, fhe fell into molt grievous Fits, wherein fhe was 
fo violently diftratted, that four Men would have very 
much to do to hold her ; and that in the greateft of het 
Extremities, fhe would cry out of Gammar Dewton for 
hurting and tormenting of her. That fometimes the Maid 
would be reading in a Bible, and om the fudden be hath 
feen the Bible ftruck out of her Hand into the middle ot 
pe Room, and fhe immediately was caft into a violent 

it. That in the Fits he hath {een two-Bibles laid on het 
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A between the two Beds: the Maid lay upon, fometimes: 
rown into the middle of the Room, and that Aicholas 
ne held the Bible in the Maid’s Hand! fo faft, that,it be- 
¢ fuddenly {natch’d away, two of the Leaves were torn. 
hat in many other Fits the Maid was removd ftrangely * 
the Twinkling of an Eye, out of the Bed, fometimes 
to the bottom of a Cheft with Linnen, and the Linnen 
ot at all diforder'd, fometimes betwixt the two Beds fhe 
yon, fometimes under a Parcel of Wooll, fometimes 
‘twixt bis Bed and the Mat of it in another Room, and 
nce the was ona finall Deal Board which lay on the 
op of an Houfe betwixt two folar Beams, where he was 
ic: to rear up Ladders to have her fetch'd down. That 
her Fits fhe hath often vomited up Wooll, Pins, Horfe- 
ails, Stubs, Straw, Needles, and Mofs, with a kind of 
rhite Foam or Spittle, and hath had feveral Pins fiuck 
to her Arms and Hands, that fometimes a-Man mult 
ull three or four times befgre he could pull one of them 
t, and fome have ftuck between the Fiefh and the Skin, 
there they might be perfectly. feen, but not taken out; 
or any Place feen where they were putin. That when 
he Witch was brought into the Room where fhe was, 
e would be in more violent and longer-lafting Fits than: 
tother Times. That alt the Time the Witch was at Lie 
erty, the Maid was and that as foon as fhe was'com- 
mitted and holted, fhe recover’'d and was well; and that 
when the Witch was remov'd to Cork, the Maid fell ill ; 
nd tkereupon the Mayor of Yoaghall ient to fee whether 
e was bolted or no, and to acquaint them the Maid 
vas ill, and defire them, if the Witch were not bolted, 
hey would bolt her. That fhe immediately recover d, 
ind was as well as ever; and when the Mefienger came. 
rom Cork, and told them the Wich was bolted, it fell 
ut tobe the very Time the Maid ainended at Youghal. 
Nicholas Pyne being {worn, faid, That the fecond Night’ 
that the Witch was in Prifon, being the 24th of Alarch 
latt, he and Fofeph Thomfon, Roger Hawkins, and fome o- 
thers, went 5° focal with her concerning the Maid, and 
told her, that it was the gereral Opinion of the Town 
that fhe had bewitch’d her, and defir'd her to dea! freely: | 
with them, whether fhe had bewitchd:her or no? She 
faid fhe had not bewitch’d her, but it may be fhe had o- 
verlookd her, and that there was a great deal of Diffes 
rence 
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gence Detween bewitching and overlooking ; and that the 
could not have done her any Harm, if fhe had not touch’ 
her, and therefore fhe had kifs'd her. And fhe faid, that 
what Mifchief fhe thought upon at that Time the kiff4 
her, would fall upon her; and that fhe would not but fim 
confefs, that fhe had wrong d the Maid, and thereupon iii 
fell down on her Knees, and pray’d God to forgive he 
wronging the poor Maid. They wifh’d that fhe might fin 
sot be wholly deftroy'd by her ; to which fhe faid it mut 
_ be another that mutt help her, and not they that did the 
“Harm... And then fhe faid there were others, as Goody 
Halfpenny and Goody Dod, in Town, thatcould do thee 
Things as well as fhe, and that it might be one of thei Mero 
that had done the Maid Wrong. | it 


Obfervation. 

this lat Paragraph (altering only the Names) is true 
Jane Wenham. She confefs'd to feveral, that fhe had \ook4 
Anne Thorn ; which dark Expreffion, 1 mult own, | 
mts at Lofs to underftand, ‘ill this very Paffage explain‘ it 
te me. I fee now by it, that this isa Term of Art among th 
Witches, by which ’tis probable they mean fome lefs Degree 
mifchievous enchanting ; .whereas, according to Macher New 
ton, the Word Bewitching feems to fignify fomething {il 
greater, perhaps hurting even to Death. Whatever be its Adeaw 
ang, I declare that I very well remember Jane Wenham’s fa 
ang that fhe had look'd upon Anne Thorn. The Cony. 
btwre of the Editor of this Edition of Adr. Glanvill’s Book, in 
his Advertifement annex'd to this Relation, feems to be, tha 
this overlooking, or (in Jane Wenham’s Expreffion_) look: 
sng upon, relates to Barxav@-, and that the Me 
gical Venom came out at ler Eyes when fhe hifsd the Maid. 
Mind he leaves it to the Criticks in that black School, to determin 
whether this Bacnav@ be not the Sort of Witch 
@aft, diftiné from that of bewitching Peop Images made 

Wax ; and whether afrewards this Sort of bewitching by mec 

King or touching, might pot be call'd overlooking. 70 
which I add, that itis a common Expreffion almoft in every 
Body's Month, when they {peak of a Perfan fuppos'd to be be 
witch'd, that he or fhe lies under an ill Tongue; and why they 
may not as well fay under an evil Eye, as an ill Tongue, 1 40 
wot fee any Reafon. However, I offer this only as Tobtlon 
and proceed farther to obferve the Agreement ef this whole Pe 

- ragrAph, 
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with the Cafe of Jane Wenham.  Adother Newton 


« 


re confeffes, that [be had done Wrong tothe Maid. This al- 
did Goody Wenham, and often would fall on her *Knees, and 
ay 10 God to forgive her what fhe had done. Mother Wen- 
am was defir'd to help Anne Thorn if fhe conld ; bat fhe 
id fe could not, for another was as deep in it as kerfelf; and 

Florence Newton nam’d two of her Neighbours, fo did 
ne Wenham alfo name three Women of Walkerne, as ber 
miederates, but conic preve nothing upon’em. muff needs 
y, when I firft read this Story of Florence Newton, which 
us net till after Jane Wenhams being committed to Goal, i 
as not a little furpriz’d to find fuch almoft exact Agreement 
tween it, and thofe Paffages to which 1 was an Eye and. Ear 
itnefs ; and it ferv'd to me, as 1 doubt not Lut it will tothe 
eader, as a ftrong Argument of the Being of Witches. For 
ox two old Women, accus'd of a Crime merely. imazina 
y, in diffant Times and Nations, agree fo exattlyin a Term 
f Art, which is fapposd peculiar to thofe who are guilty of 
bat Crime ? How, 1 fay, could this be, if there were no real 
pundation for it, no Ground at all for this critical Difinétion, 
twcen bewitching and overlooking. ee 


_ Let us now go on with the Relation. ae 
Nickolas Pyne farther faith, That towards ‘Eventog the 
Door of the Prifon fhook, and fhe arofe up haftily, and 
nid, What makeft thon here at this Time of the Night ¢ And 
bere was a very great Noife, as if Somebody with Bolts 
nd Chains had been running up and down the Room. 
And they ask’d her what it was fhe {poke to ? and what 
t was that made the Noife? She faid the faw nothing, 
either did fhe {peak, ‘and if fhe did, it was fhe knew 
ot what. But the next Day the confefs’d it was a Spinit 
nd her Familiar, in the Shape of a Greyhound. 

That he and Mr. Edward Perry, and others, took a Tile 
Mi the Prifon next to the Place where the Witch ‘lay, and 
arry'd it to the Houfe where the Maid liv’d, and put it 
nto the Fire “till it was red-hot, and then dropt fome of 
he Maid’s Water upon it, and the Witch was then grie- 
oufly tormented ; and when. the Water was confum’d, 
ne was well again, 

Obfervation. 

The Reader will fine, P- 20 of our Account, juft fuch amother - 
Experiment made at Walkerne, in which they alfo made ufe of 
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- Mr. Greatrix and he had read of a Way to difcover; 


atall; then he launc’d the other Hand, and then they 


fiuck feveral Pins into Jane Wenham’s Arms, and one apm 


the Maid sWater, only inffead of dropping it on a Tile, they 
is into 4 Stone Botgle ; and it was obfervd, that while it wa 
ver the Fire, the Witch fend in grcat Torture. 


Nicholas Pyne farther faith, 

That as to’ the Stones falling on, and caft at the Maif 
as to the Maid’s Fits, her Removal into the Cheft, undy 
the Wooll, betwixt the Feather Beds, on the Top of th 
Deal Board, betwixt two folar Beams, concerning the §. 
bles and their Remove, his holding one of them in th 
Maid’s Hand *till two Leaves were torn, concerning th 
Maid’s vomiting,and her calling out again{t the Witch, he 
agrecth perfectly throughout with Fohn Pyne, as before, 

Edward Perry being likewife fworn, depofeth, That lk 
Mr. Greatrix, and Mr. Blackwall, went to the Maid, anj 


Witch, which he would put in Praétice. And fo thy 
fent for the Witch, and fet her on a Stocl, and a Sho. 
maker, witha ftrong Awl, endeavour’d to ftick it in tk 
Stool, but could not ‘trlh the third Times and then thy 
bad her come off the Stool, but fhe faid fhe was vey 
weary, and cotild not ftir, Then two of them pull’d ha 
off, and the Man went to pull out his-Awl, and it dio 
into his Hand with half an Inch broke off the Blade o 
it, and they all look’d to have found where it had been 
fuck, but could find no Place where any Entry had been 
made by it. Then they took another Awl, and putit 
into the Maid’s Hand, and one of them took the Maid’ 
Hand, and ran violently at the Witch’s Hand with tt 
but could not enter it, tho’ the Awl was fo bent, thi 
mohe of them could put it ftrait again. Then Mr 
Blackwall took a Launce and faunc’d one of her Hands at 
Inch and half long, and a quarter deep, but it bled not 


bled. 

Obfervation. 

- Here again Florence Newton and Jane Wenham agree is 
the Difficulty there was in fetching Blood of cither’ of them. Page 
19-0f the-Account, the Reader may fee, that Mr. Chauncy 


the Head, yet no Blood fallow'd, neither did fhe feem fenfidle of 
any Prin. 
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asm Edward Perry farther faith, That after the was in Prifon; 
he went with Roger Hawkins, and others, +r difcourfe with 
the Witch about the Maid, and they ask’d what it wis 
he {pake to the Day before ? and after fome Denyal, fhe 
iid MENaid it was a Greyhound, which was her Familiar, and 
\dqlimwent out at the Window; and then fhe fatd, Jf 7 have 
thilmdone the Maid Hurt, 1 am forry for it: And being then 
Bamesk'd whether fhe had done her any Hust? fhe faid the 
did bewitch her, but confefs'd fhe had overlook’d 
thammner, at the Time fhe kifsd her, but that fhe could not 
hmriow help her! for none could help that did the Mifchief; 
ut others. And farther the Deponent faith, That after 
heft the Affize at Cafhal, he meeting with one William Lap 
nimeend difcourfing about thefe Paflages with him, the faid 
time) told the Deponent, that if he would but take a Tile 
nytt the Honfe near the Place where the Witch lay, and 
eat it red hot in the Fire, and then take fome' of the 
heMaid’s Water and drop upon it, that fo long as this was, 
gmmoing, he fhould find the Witch grievoufly tormented. 
bat afterwards he, Edward Perry, Nicholas Pyne, and 
hers, put this in Pratice, and found tiat the Witch 
extreamly tormented and vex’d, and when the Expe~ 
iinent was over, fhe came to her felf; and then th 
qfmmecsk d her how fhe came to hurt the Maid ? and fhe faid, 
tf bat what Evil fhe thought againft the Maid that Time fhe 
her, would fall mpon her ; and that fhe ‘could 
‘sfmmprot have hurt her, except fhe had touch’d her; and then 
fell upon her Knees, and confefs’d fhe had wrong d 
tmeie Maid, and defir’d God to forgive her. And then 
recy put her upon faying the Lord’s Prayer, but fhe could 
fay the Words, And forgive ws owr 
tie Mr. Wood, a Minifter, being likewife {worn and exa- 
ygeenind, depdfeth, That having heard of the Stones dropt 
pid thrown at the Maid, and of her Fits, and meeting 
vith the Maid’s Brother, he went along with him to the 
said, and found her in hér Fit, crying out of Gammat 
¢ ep \oxron, that the prick’d her, and hurt her. And when 
y meee caine to her felf, he ask’ her. what had troubld het ? 
(fend the faid, Gammar Newton. And the Deponent faid, 
[be was not there. Yes, faid the, faw her by my Bed- 
de, The Deponent then ask’d her the Original of all 
sWiich the related, from the Time of her begging the Beef, 
bid after kiffing her, and oe that Time. That then 


they 
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they caus'd the Maid to be got.up, and fent for Florenc 
Newton, but the refus'd to come, pretending fhe was fick 
tho’ indeed it appeard fhe was well. Then the Mayor of 
Yougball came in, and {poke with the Maid, and then fen 
again, and causd Florewce Newton to be brought in, and 
wmmediately the Maid fell into her Fit far more violent, 
and thfee times as long as at any other Time; and all th 
Time the Witch was in the Chamber, the Maid cry’d ow 
continually of being hurt here and there, but never nam’ 
the Witch, but as foon as fhe was removd, then fhe cry 
out again(t her by the Name of Gammar JVvewton, and this 
for feveral times. And fti!l, when the Witch was outo 
the Room, the Maid would defire to go to Prayers, and 
he found good Affections in her in Time of Prayer ; bu 
when the Witch was brought in again, tho’ never {o pri 
yately, altho’ fhe could not poffibly, as the Deponen 
conceives, fee her, fhe would te immediately (enfelefs, and 
Ike to be ftrangl’d, and fo would continue ‘ull the Wird 
w.s tiken out; and then, tho’ never fo privately carry’ 
away, the would come again to her Senfes. That after 
wards Mr. Greatrix, Mr. Blackwall, and fome others, who 
would needs fatisfy themfelves in the Influence of th 
Witch's Prefence, try’d it, and found it feveral times, a: 
‘tho’ it was done with all poffible Privacy, and fo as not 
could think it poffible for the Maid to know’ either of th 
Witch's coming in, or going out. 


Obfervation. 

Here w in Wenham’s Tryal, a Clergy-man evidencin; 
againjt. the Prifoner, a'tho’ I do not bear any Reflettions mat 
upon him for fo doing ; and there are two Things very remarkt 
bie in his Teftimony, one, that ke found good Affettions in th 
Maid in Time of Prayer ; tie other, that there was a Strange 
| Alteration in her upon the Witch's coming into tke Room. i 
of thefe was always in Anne Thorn, who, 
toon as recover d~out of her Fits, which was immediately wpm 
their beginning to pray by ker, always join'd in tke Prayers wit 
#zat Signs of Devotion and Truf in God, dnd in her Intervals, Mh" 
She was almofe conftantly reading or praying. There was al) 
obferv'’d in her as great an Alteration upon Sight of the Wit, 
as in Mary Longdon, only it was for the better, which, a! 
have obferv'd already, be accounted for the fame way 4s tlt 
ethers growing worfe at the Prefence of Florence Newton, 
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The next Witnefs at the Tryal, was Richard Magre, 
fayor of Youghall, who being fworn, faith, That about 
he 24th of March laft, he fent for Florence Newton, and 
camin’d her about the Maid, and fhe at firft deny’dit, and 
ccusd Goody Halfpenny and Goody Dod, but at Length, 
then fie had caus’d a Boat to be provided, and had 
hought to have tryd the Water-Experfment on them all 
bree, then Flowrence Newton confeis'd, that fhe had 
verlook’d the Maid, and done her Wrong witha Kaifs ; 
or which fhe was heartily forry, and pray’d God.-to for- 
rive her. Then he likewife cxamin’d the other two Wo- 
en, Halfpenny and Dod, but they utterly deny d it, and 
vere content to abide any Tryal ; whereupon he caus’d 
Dod, Halfpenny, and Florence to be carry’d to the Maid ; 
nd he told her, thefe two Women, or one of them, wete 
aid by Gammar Newton to have done her Hurt. Butifhe 
anfwer’d, 2Vo, no, they are honeff Women, but it is Gammar 
ewton that hurts me, and I believe fhe is not far off. That 
hen they afterwards brought in JVeston privately, and 
hen fhe fell into a moft violent Fit, ready to be ftrangl'd, 
‘ill the Witch was remov'd ; and this for three feveral 
imes. He farther depofeth, That there were three Al- 
ermen in Youghal, whofe Children fhe had kifs'd, as he 
ad heard them affirm, and that all the Children dyd 
refently after ; and as to the fending to Crk to have the 

Bolts put on, he {wears as is formerly deposd. - 


Obfervation. 

Thus the Reader may find, p.16 and 17 of the abyve-men- 
tion'd Account, that \ane Wenham ascus’d three Wemen of 
Walkerne, who were brought before Sir Henry Chauncy ; and 
while he was examining Jane Wenham concerning them, Anne 
Thorn fell into a Fir, and every one of thefe three Women were 
lrought to her, and touch’d her, but fhe feem'd not to perceive 
them in the leat: Then Jane Wenham was privately brought 
to her, and touch'd her, and fhe fprung up immediately as ufu- 

: and afterwards {he faid fhe could not any Thing againft 
thefe Women, who were therempon difckarg'd. It ts really very 
remarkable to fee thefe two Cafes agree in fo many minute Cir- 
cumiances, infomuch, that the one Story Jeems tobe only an Imi- 
tation of theotker : And yet I can fay, to my certain Knewledge, 
that ail thefe Things were done before this Tryal of Florence 
Newton was taken Notice of by any concern'd inthe Profecution 
¢ Jane Wenham. To 
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on being, {worn, faid, That. he went in 
arch lat with Roger Hawkins, Nichol Pyne, and othas, 
to the Prifon; to confer with Florence Newton about the 
Maid, but fhe would confefs nothing that Time: ay 


- 


wards Night there was a Noife at the Prifon-Door, #: if 
fomething had fhook the Door, and Florence {tarted up, 
and faid, What aileth thee to be here at this Time of th 
Wight ? and there was much Noife. And they ask‘d he 
what fhe {poke to? and whiat made the great Noife ? Bu 
fhe deny'd that fhe fpake, or that fhe knew of any Noile, 
and faid, /f 1 fpoke, 1 faid I knew not what. And they went 
their ways that Time, and went to her again the net 
Wight, and ask’d her very ferioufly about the Jaft Night 
Paffage, and the Noife. And then fhe confefs'd to them, 
that 1t was a Greyhound that came to her, and that the 
had feen it formerly, and that it went outat the Window. 
_ And then fhe confefs'd, thatfhe had done the Maid wrong 
for which fhe was forry, and defir’d God to forgive her. 

This was the moft material Evidence againft Florene 
Newton, for bewitching AZary Longdon. She was alfo in 
dicted for bewitchilig to Death one David Fones, by kit 
fing his Hand thro’ the Prifon-Gate; but this no way t- 
fembling Wenham’s Cafe, I refer the Reader to the Relat: 
on it felf, at the End of Mr. Glanvill’s Sadducifmus Tr 
umphatus. One Thing only I thall take Notice of to him, 
that the Author of the Advertifement annex’d to it 
faith, That he conceiveth this Relation to be taken out 
-of a Copy of an authentick Record, every half Sheet le 
_ W. Afton writ in the Margent, and W. Affon at th 
End, whom he ery to be fome Publick Notary, « 
Record-Keeper. He adds this Witch of Youghall is 10 fi 
mous, that he hath heard Mr. Greatrix foeak of her 
my Lord Conway's at Ragley. And for my own Part, | 
hope the futprizing Agreement of this Story with av 
Wenham's, will fufficiently jufiify my inferting it here. 
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{ fort ANSWER to the principal Oljetions 
made, tirlt, Againft the Being and Power of 
Witches in general: And lecondly, Tae Cafe 
of Jane Wenham in particular. 


Fter a Relation of Matter of Fact io very ftrange, and 
yet fo. well atte(ted, asthe Account ot the Sorceries 
ind Enchantments of Fane Wenham, 1 thought fit, in or- 
er to fatisfy feme well-meaning Men, who have imbibd 
ptirong Prejudice again{t the Being of Witches, to fet 
efore them the principal Objections againftit ;. and ii 
ns clear a Method as I can, to fhew the Emptinefs of thofe 
noily Exceptions made againft the Profecucors of Fane 
Wenham, as if they attempted to take away.a poor Wo- 
man's Life, for a Crime that fhe cannot, if fhe would, be - 
ruilty of. But before 'do this, I muft premife, that no- 
thing here alledg’d, is intended to convince thote that de- 
ny the Reing of Spirits in genera’, and in Confequence the 
lmmateriality of Hunan Souls, and the yijfence ot aGod. | 
don’t pretend, by this plain Nagrative, to convince Athet,ts, 
but refer ‘em to the many: excellent Authors that hese 
treated on thofe noble Subjedts, and fhill here ‘uppoic my 
Reader to believe both the Bang of a God, aud the Trot ~ 
of the holy Scriptures ;-and fuch a one I defire only to at- 
tend with Impartiality, while I eudeaveur to remove lis 
Scruples. 

In order to which, it is necefiary, in the firlt Place, to 
fix the Meaning of the Word Witch; by*which I mean 
One, who, by open or fecret Ledgue, confent:th to ufe tke Aid 
and Affifance of an evil Spirit, in working Wonders beyond tke 
ordinary Power of Nature. By Wonders { do not mean AZi-' 
racles, which can only be done by civine Power; but 
frange Things, preter-natural, not fuper-natural. The He- 
brew Word [ Afecaffeph | is tranflated by the Septuagint 
which fignifies Veneficus, im the vulgar Latin 

Maleficas, 
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Maleficus, altho’ Dr. Adoore faith from Aben Ezra, Tha 
the proper Signification of that Word, is one gui mura ¢ 
translormat Res naturales ad Alpettum Oculi. Take it in 
ther of thefe Significations, or in both, it comes within 
the Definition of a Witch juft laid down, as.do all thot 
other Words fer a Sorcerer, which you find put together 
in the 18th Chapter of Deuterinomy, Ver. 10, 11. Ther 
fhall not be found among you any one that ufeth Divination, w 
an Obferver of Times, or an Enchantor, or a Witch, or « 
Charmer, or a Confulter with a familiar Spirit, or a Necroma. 
cer. Alfthefe Words imply doing or telling fomething 
wonderfui, by Virtue of a Shalalnace with an evil Spj. 
rit. The Word gepuaxts does alfo imply the making Uf 
of natural Means, fuch as Herbs, Ointments, @%c. to do 
firange Things withal, by the Affiftance of their confede. 
rate Spirit.. All thefe, I fay, are fo many Names for 2 
Witch, who may have feveral Properties more than any 
one of thefe Names intimates ; for which Reafon they {ean 
tobe put all together in this Command of God to his 
People, not to fuffer any fuct Perfons among them. 

Hoving this Meaning of the Word, I come to 
the firlt general Objection made againft the Being of 
Witches, which is this: 

Olj, 1. That the Actions afcrib’d to Witches, are in- 
pofhible in their own Nature to be done by Man, and ve 
ry ridiculous. | 

Anfw, ~That there are indeed many Circumftances in 
the Stories of Witches, very ftrange and unaccouatable, | 
readily allow; and farther, that they are impoffible to kx 
performd by Man, without the Affiflance of fome othet 
Power: But then this very Thing is a ftfong Argument, 
that there is really the Affiftance of fome Spirit actually 
employ'd in doing thefe Wonders. If I fee, for Inftance, 
as inthe Cafe of Anne Thorn, a poor lame Creature, that 
the Minute befgre could {carce creep on the Ground ; if! 
fee her on the Sudden ftart up, and run with a molt pro 
digious Swiftnefs, and nimbly vault over a Live-Bar Gate. 
‘When I fee this, I fgy, Tam ready enough to believe « 
could not.ordinarily be done ; but then, for that very Res 
fon I afcribe it to. the Power of the Devil ; fo that tlie 
feeming Impoffibility of the Thing, provis it to be dont 
by Witchcraft: And in ituch Cafes all depends on th 
Strength and Credibility of the Evidence, as to ore ol 
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hat HE., But certainly ’tis a very wild way of Arguing,to con- 
C inde, that becaufe a Thing which is {worn by feveral and 
C- BE edible Eye-witnefles, is ftrange and unaccountable, nay, 


mpofible to be perform’d by Man alone, that therefore 
mult be falfe, and never done at all. At this Rate no 
Man mutt believe his Senfes, and confequently all the Te- 
imony of Miracles to the Truth of the Gofpel, falls to the 
yound- Ought not rather every wife and difcerning Man, 
¢ the Sight of fuch wonderful Things, immediately to ap- 
ly himfelf to difcover, whether the Thing ry m 
ts own Nature, imply no Contradiction, but be, altho’ © 
bove the Power of Man, yet within that of fome other 
mmaterial Agent ; and by cther Circumftances to difcover 
vhat that Agent is, whether a good Angel, or au evil 
"We ought in-thefe Cafes carefully to diftinguifh between 
vhat ts impoffible in its own Nature, and confeqnhently 
nnplies a Contradiction ; and what may be done, altho’ 
we cannot conceive the AZodus of it ; which fhews indeed 
he Weaknefs of human Underftanding, and the Imper- 
ection and Short-fightednefs of our Apprehenfions ; but is 
o more an Argument againft the Reality of fuch Perfor 
ances, than it is againft the Truth of this Propofition, 
The Fetus 1s really form'd in the Womb of a Woman, becaule 

e know not the Manner how itis fo form’d. Methinks 
ht favours too much of Pude and Conceitednefs, for a 
Man to exalt his own Opinion above the cleareft Teftimo- 
ny and plaineft Demonftrations of Fact ; and to chwfe 
rather to give the Lie to all the World, than belseve a 
Thing beyond the Reach of his narrow Conceptions. | 

As for Things of this Nature being ridiculous ; if thofe 
who cannot underftand, and therefore will not believe 
them, are refolw’d to turn ’em into Ridicule, who can help 
it? It neither detracts from the Truth nog Credibility of 
any Mafter of Faét, that fome, who are wife in their own 
Conceits, make a Jeft of it. This only: proceeds from a 
conceited I norance, the Cenfure or Applaufes of which 
are equally below a wile Mans Regard. Sothat, in fhort, 
the Anfwer to this Objeétion, comes to this, That unlefs 
it can be prov’d that thofe Thingsare impoffible to be 
done by any Power whatloever, that of Spirits not excepted, 
this Objection can be of no Force againft the Teltimony 
of our Senfes, or that of credible Eye-witnefles to Matter 
of Fatt. Ol). 2, 
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Ob;. 2. It is very improbable that a Spirit of fuch Wi. 
dom and Power as the Devil, fhould Roop fo low as tg 
fubmit to be at the Command of a filly old Woman, and 
rap up and down to execute her petty Revenge. 
Anjw, That there are Orders and Degrees of evil Spirits 
48 noc at all unprobable ; aud, upon this Suppofition, jt 
will not be abfolutcly- neceflary, to put the Prince of Dark. 
uefs himfelf upon shete little fervile Employments ; Lut we 
may well enough afcribe ist to one of his inferior Agents 
rt 13 alfo the Opinion of fome Ieained and ingenious Men, 
that the Familiars of Witches, may be the departed humay 
Souls of fome wicked and inalicious Men, poffeis’d with 
am tmfatiable Thirft after Mifchief, which by the Lays and 
Lapacity of their Condition, theyanay not be capable of exe 
cuting themfelves; thefe may be employ d i fome ofthe 
_ mieanelt Services of the Kingdom of Hell. We know tha 
_ the Souls of good M:n, in a feparete State, are faid to bk 
or in a like Condizion with the blefied 
gels ; and why then may not the Souls of evil Men be alio 
szodcauoves, inn the worlt Senfe of the World, ina Cor 
dition or State like that of the infernal Angels? And what 
if we fhould farther fuppoie nvany of thefe Witches Imp, 
10-be the departed SouJs of fome that have.been Witches 
themfelves! I fee nothing unresfonable in this Conjecture; 
which if allowd, a {till more probable Account may till 
be given of foie of the moft vile and mean Performances 
of fuch Spirits; altho’ all the greater Wonders of Witch 
craft, fuch as sailing Storims and Tempelts, and the like, 
are utsdoubtedly done by. the Devil limiclf, that God 
this World, ani Prince of the Power of the Air. Yurge farther, 
that fuppofing thefe Familiars to be really Devils, that 1s, 
fuch Spirits as had before their Fall been Angels of Light ; 
(till the only Difficulty here objected, comes to this 
the greatelt Degree of Wick:dnefs is alfo the molt 
abject Bafenefs, and vileft Slavery. And how thiscan le 
_ of any Porce againft Matter of Fact, and the cleareft Telit 
mony, { leave to the Judgment of any fenfible and ts 
partial Reader. I come now toa more {pecious Objection. 
Obj, 3. It is inconfiltent with the Providence of God,’ 
to permit the Power-cf Witches to huit the Innocent; uci 
| as Children, who are moft fubject to be bewitch’d. 
Suppofe I thould bring an Argument againft the 
© “Providence of Almighty God, from the erber Dangers and 
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iolences that Children are expos’d to, either from Acci-' 
jent, or Cruelty of their Neighbours ; and upon Sight of 
murdes'd Child, fhould exclaim ‘againft the’ of 
Heaven, for not miraculoufly protecting it again{t the Bar- © ™ 
parity of its inhuman Butcher: Should 1 not immediate- - 
y be reprimanded for murmuring again{t God, and for-., 
petting the many and wonderful Prefervations of others ? - 
should I-not be putin Mind; that confidering the Weak- « 
efs of that State, it israther wonderful that there fhould be 
o few inftances of this Kind, than thattherefhould be any? 
ult fo it is in this Cafe, confidering the Power, the Num- 
ber, and implacable Malice of evil Spirits, it 1s only ow-. . 77 
ng to the Care of Providence over us, that there are fo 
ew of us fubjeét to their Power; and if fome Witches are 
permitted .to hurt now and then one of their innocent 
cighbours, it 1s certainly for fome wife and good End 
hat they are fo permitted ; fuch as perhaps the Difcovery 
of the Witches themfelves, the convincing of an Unbelie- 
er, or fome other wife Reafon, which lies hidden from 
ur Sight among the unfathomable Depths and Myfteries. 
of Providence ; again{t the Being or Jultice of which it ts 
Omore an Argument, than the unequal Diftributions of 
ood and Evil in this Life, the Ignorance and Barbarity: © 
bf the much greateft Part of the World, and the many Pe- 
sand Dangers we are all darly fubje¢tto. And if it be 
ot a concluding Argument againft the very Being of Pro- 
idence, it cannot be fufficient to take away the Evidence 
f Senfe in Matters of Faét. 
Obj. 4. It is alfo objected, that the Strength of Melan- 
holly, and Force of Imagination, afcribes any a E- 
ent to Sercery and Witchcraft, which is the more fufpi- 
lous, becaufe the ;Perfons accus’d, are generally poor old 
omen; and thofe afflicted, are, for the moft Part, ei- 
her Childten, or weak ignorant People, that are eafily im- 
os d upon. 


Anfo. That the Power of Fancy is very Bret, may ¢a- 


ily be acknowledg’d ; and yet, { muft needs fay, it re- 
juires more Credulity to believe, that fo many and fo clear 
ircumftances of Faét, as, for Inftance, the Conveyance 
of Pins through the Air into the Hands ef a Perfon when 
hey are ty'd down, or the finding of very curious and ar- 
uficial Cakes of Feathers in a Pillow bat a little before 
with Down, and other like ftrange Things, 
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Se abe all but: the Work of Fancy, and that forty or fifty 
mee Spectators fhould be all, juft at the fame Time, impos‘ 
=. -upon by the {ame chimerical Imaginations : This, 1 fay, 
ee requires more Credulity to believe, than all the Storic 
of 


AA 


| itchcraft put cogether. - AtthisR&te, no Man can tell I p 
= ~ when or how to believe what he fees or hears; and it puis [Rv 
© an End to the Credit of alf human Teftimony whatfoe- Ht 
ver. As for the Reafon, why filly old Women (hould gene. HBV 
©» rally enter into thefe Combinations with the Devil, it is il 
probable, that the Devil takes Advantage of this their 
norance and Poverty; efpecially, if accompanyd with; 
= malicious Mind, and a Cuftom of invoking the Devil in 
© Curfes and Imprecations, as in the Cafe of Fane Wenham; 
and that thus he more effectually {ccures their Souls to. him 
m for ever, and puts them, as far as poffible, from any Like. 
*  Iihood of making their Peace with God by Repentance 
m However, there is nothing more to be concluded ftom 
® this Part of the Objection, than that the Policy of Hell's 
 wunknown to us, which cannot deftroy the clear Evidence ¢ 
m< Ob7.5. Another Objection is, That fince the Times of the 
Gofpel, there can be no Witches, becanfe our Saviour 
came to defiroy the Works of the Devil; and it is notot- 
fa ous, that he is driven from his Temples, and all his Or- 
cles are ftruck dumb ; from whence it is probable, that he 
has no.fonger the Power he once had to affift his Servants 
‘gn working Wonders. 
mi) _ Anfw. The Scriptures do more than @iice exprefly men: 
tion Witches and Sorcerers, {ince the Time of our Saviout 
m=  Chrilt, witnefs that noted Place in the sth Chapter of the 
a. Epiftle to the Galatians, Verfe the 20th. Befides which, 
theStory of Simon Adagus alone might iufficiently confute 
this Objection, who work’d fuclh Wonders, that he de- 4 
ceivd many: He; {ays the Author of the of the Ap- Rt 
ftles, c. 8. 9. Sorcery, and bewitchd the People of Sv 
maria ; and yet all the ftrange Things he did, were dont 
the aififting Power of the Devil; fo that fome Time 
er our Saviour’s Afcenfion, this Power did remain to 
-  thegreat Deceiver; and I believe the Objectors will find i 
wt more difficult, than at firlt Sight it appears, to fix any HR 
Period of Time when this Power of Satan ceas'd. If they 
_ Say it was, when he was driven from his Temples and his 
_ Altars, pray tet ‘em tell me when was that? Or are rs 
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erect Temples to him, and fall down before him, worfhip- 


vil's Power, which confifls in making Compafts, and en- 
tering into Covenants with fuch wretched Creatures as 
Witches are, fhould be taken from him, and all the reft 


is Mae left intirely to him, I muft profefs my felf not able to i- 
Befides, there 1s one ugly Confequience fiom this Obje- 
n fection, which I believe few of thofe forefee that have it fo 


often ip ther Mouths, which is this: If from the Silence 
of Ofacles, and the Ex 

concluded, that the Devil is alfo forc’d to leave off all 
Communicationsand Correfpondence wieh fuch vile pro- 
fligate Perfons as Witches ; no Reafon can be given, why 
from the fame Topicks 1t may notas well be colieéted, that 
heis alfo put from his nearer Temples within us, and una- 
ble any longer by his Temptations to feduce Mankind to 
eternal Ruin. There is as great a Congruity of one Cony 
fequence with the Premifes, as of the other ; tho’, I mutt 
needs fay, they can neither of them be prov’d by any Lo- 
sick J ever yet met with. I fhall only urge farther againi{t 
this Objection, two other Places in the New Teftament, 
Bwherein Sorcerers are ¢xprefly mention'd, and feverely threa- 
tend. The first is, Revel. 21. 8. But the Fearful and Unbe 
lieving, and the Abominable, and Murderers, and Whore- 
mongers, and Sorctrers, and Idolaiers, and all Lyars, fhall 
have their Part in the Lake which burneth with Fire and Brim- 
frone; which is the fecond Death. The other 1s in the Jaft 
Chapter of the Revelations, v. 15. For without are Dogs 
and Sorcerers, and Whore-mongers, 8c. Here you fee no lets 
than Fire and Brimftone in one Place, and perpetual E.x- 
clujom from the holy City, the New Ferufalem, in the other, 
exprefly denounc’d again{t Soreerers, who are reckon’d a- 
mong the vileft’'Offenders, and moft profligate Sinners, 
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fure that ever.there was fuch a Time? Does not the Devil 77% 
fill retain {uch a Dominion over the Minds of whole Na- *m 
tions in America, and other Parts of the World, that they + 


ping him as a God? And why this Part only of the De- 


tirpation of Idolatry, it may be 


0 as Adurderers and Idolaters. Now, what 4-Jelt is it to 

d fuppote thg Scriptures all this while fighting niih a Shadow, 

y Mend threatening Damnation to thote who fhail be guilty 

y Mm °f a Crime impoflibie to be committed ? If tits 1s not m- 

$M diculing the Word of God, I know not what is. | 
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_ Impojture ? 


this Time he ftink'd, | 
wonderful of all, raifing himfelf the third Day. 


6. thall mention but one Objection. more againg 


H>the Being of Witches in general, which is {uch a one as] 


» would willingly have omitted, on Account of its horrid 
 ProfanenefS, were I not too well fatisfy’d, that ‘tis often 


made Ufe of among thofe who call themfelves Cériftians ; 
it is this: If we believe Witches can do Wonders by the 
Help of the Devil, how thall we know that the Miracle: 
of our Saviour were not alfo the Effects of a Diabolical 

A fs. To this Objection, the beft Anfwer will be in 
our Savicur’s own Words to the unbelieving Pharifees, 


_ Matt. 12. 26. If Satan caft out Satan, he is divided againit 


kim:felf, how then fhall bis Kingdom ftand? The Defign of 
our Redeemer’s coming into the World, was to defttoy 
the Kingdom of Satan, to preach Repentance and Salv- 
tion to Sinners, and to fhew us the Way to eternal Life; 
how then could the Miracles of Chrift be attributed to the 


Power of Satan, which he came to pull down ? 


It ought farther to be confider’d, that the wonderful 
Works of the blefled Jefus were truly Adiracles, that is, 


“hove the Power of any created Being (that of the Dewi 
himfelt not excepted) to effect; fuch as raifing one from 


the Dead, who had been really dead fo long, that thoft 
of his Relations, who had bury’d him, fuppos’d_ that } 
oh. 11. 39, And what was imol 
Belides, 
the Misgcles of Chrift were all full of Love and Chanity, 


- -fuch as healing the Sick, giving Sight to the Blind, Fool 


tothe Hungry ina Defart, Gc. Whereas nothing but 


‘Srite, Envy, and Malice, appears in the ftrange Thing 


done by theie Confederates of Satan, the End and Defizn 


of then being to torment and-hurt their Neighbours, The 


Miracles of our Saviour bear upon them the cleareft Maris 


of the Finger of God of Mercy ; whereas the Wonder 
done by Witches and Sorcerers 
“Ath and Diabolical Malice. Thofe who are fo forward t 
~ gaile this Objection upon every Occafion, would do wel 


do plainly indicate a He? 


ferioui:y te contider what that Sin again{t the Holy Gholt 


“48, for which tiere is no Repentance. This was, in the Opt 


nion of the moit learned Divines, nothing but the at 
vuting the Miracles of Christ to the Power of the Devil ; and 
jei them have a Care left tliey alfo come near the Commi 
fion Of that dreadful Sin, | 
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that are commonly rais'd againft the Being and Power of 
Witches in general ; I come now very briefly: to {peak a 
Word or two to thofe which are more particularly urg’d 
againft the Cafe of Fane Wenham. 

And firft, “tis objected, that her Confeffion might be 
the Effect of Fear ; or if it was not, fhe might accufe her 
felf falfely, only to be out of the World: That there have 
been Inftances of this Nature; where difcontented Perfons 
have confeis‘d themf{elves guilty of capital Crimes where- 
of they were innocent, only to be nid of their Troubles by 
Death. 


of ! anfwer, as to the firft Part of this Objeétion, That — 
y Confefion of Fane Wenham was free and unconftrain’d, 
3-fgno Force having been us’d to bring her to it~ for the 
¢: um Truth of which, as I faid before, p. 33. of the Account, 


ic. we appeal to Mr. Archer of Sandon, her near Kinfman, 
who was prefent, when fhe confefs’d that fhe liv’d above 
{ixteen Years in a Courfe of Witcheraft. | 


tents might make. her falfely accufe: herfelf, to be out of 
the World, 1 allow. that ih fome Cafes this Confiderati- 


who labours under a great Troubles and Afflictions, 
and is known 0 be difcontented, and weary of his Life, 
fhculd voluntarily come before a Magittrate, and accufe 
himfelf of a capital Crime, and defire that the Punifhment 
of Death may be inflicted on him for it; and this, when 
there are no other Circumftances by which it may be 
thought probable that he did commit thisCrime: In fuch 
a Cafe as this, a difcontented Man’s Confeffion alone, I 
mult needs fay, 1 think ought not to convict him. But 
sim this is quite another Cafe, and widely different from that 
sim Of Fane Wenham. Here were very violent Prefumptions a- 
- gainit her, long before her Confeffion, which only ferv'd 
of the more {trongly to prove what had been before alledgd ; 
I Me and indeed fo {trong was the Evidence againft her, that 
‘fm many have been convicted upon weaker Proofs, without 
Me any Confeffion atall ; fo that here is all the Reafon inthe 
i World to believe: her Confeffion. It is the Opinion of 
Mr. Perkins, in his Treatife of Witchcraft, p. 212. That 
when Proceeding ts made againft a Man at firft upon good Pro~ 
babilities, and he is thereupon drawn to 4 free Conteffion, re 
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now with the principal of thofe Obje@tions; 


As for the other Suggeftion, That poffibly her Difcon-’ 


on may have its Weight. AsforInftance; Suppofe a Man — 


id | 
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| manifefed thereby; cannot bat be a Trith. So} 
fare it is xeckon’d in other Cafes, as Murdess, Thefts 
mm. and other fuch Crimes ; and why it thould not be fo in 
the Cale of Witchcraft, can fee no Manner of Reafon. If 
» there be a Robbery committed, and-a Man taken up for 
ftrong Sufpicions, that Man, if he confefles, thall, 
by tuch a.Confeffion, be mere ftrongly convifted ; and, 
= . by Parity of Reafon, ifa Woman, upon violent Prefump- 
sy prone, is accusd of Witchcraft, her Confeffion ought to 
taken as a ftrong Cgnfirmation of the Evidence brought 
againit her. | | 
Obj. 2. It is alfo objected, That one Part of Anne Thorn’ 
‘ Infortnation, in which the fays, that a Cat {poke to her, 
1s very ridiculous and incredible. 
Xs.it, more ridiculous and incredible, that an evil 
‘Spirit fhould affume the Shape of a Cat, and in fuch 4 
, {peak {0.as to be heard and underfteod, than that 
; it Yeyil fhould {peak to Eve in the Shape of a Serpent? 
ich we are oblig‘d to believe upon the Credit of Di. 
vine Revelation. “Tis the Opinion of the pious and pic- 
foundly Jeayn’d Mr. AMede, p. 223 and.224 of his Works, 
* That there,is a Law in tke Commerce of Spirits and Ma, 
that a Spirit. mult prefent himfelf under the Shape of fom 
« vifble Thing: And he fuppofes farther, that as Spins 
~ * are to converfe with Men under fome vifible Shape ; fi 
© there isa. Law given them, that it muft be under the Shape ¢ 
fuch Thing, as may more or lefs refemble their Conditius 
From whence he concludes, that good Angels can take upon 
no. other Shape,-but that of Man, the excellent 
~ of all viftble Creatures ; and therefore he faysan Angelis 
faid to appear, in the Goipel, like.a young AZan, his Cow 
tenance like Lightning, and his Rayment white as Snow, ast 
avere refembling Man in his glorious State before the Fall. 
_He fuppofes alfo, that while Man was in his Integrity, 
the Devil could’ not appear in an baman Shape, but was 
forced to take up with that of a Beaff, tho’ the moft [w- 
tid and fagacious one of all the Bealts of the Fichd. But 
now indeed the Cafe is alter'd, Adan beiifg alfo fallen, 
and one falling Star (lays he) may sefemble another ; and 
therefore he fometimes appears in the Shape of AZaz in his 
imperfection, like a deform’d old Man. , 
_ Now, upon the likeSuppofition, why may nota wretclr 
ed Spirit appeaf in the Shape of one of the meaneit of 
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srefent one of thofe miferable Spirits, fallen for ever front 


be Regions of Darknefs, As for the Truth of the Matfer 
of Fact, itis too well confirm’d by the unhappy Experi- 
of the two poor Sufferers, Thorn and Anne 
who almoft every Day continue to fee and hiear 


Having now anfwer'd the moft material Objections, a- 


he whole to the Reader’s impartial Judgment; and as 
or thofe who are refolv'd to remain Unbelievers, and 
herefore will be very ready to ftart frivolous Objections, 
pnd ask Queftions, 1 fhall. take no Manner 
of Notice of them, unlefs they will firft make it appea 

hat arational Account can be given of the whole Curls 
if Anne Thorn’s and Anne Svat Diforder, without afcri- 
ping it to the Witchcrafts of Fane Wenham. ' 

I (hall conclude all, with producing the Judgment of 


liculoufly objeét it to be meant of Witchcrafr. 

“ The Son of God was manifefted, that he wight x 
that he might diffolve or demolifh the Works 
‘of the Devil; by which St. fon does more efpecially 
‘ mean the idolatrous Worfhip of the Heathen, which confifted 
fie in the Multitude of their Gods, and the bloody and_bar- 
it barous Rites and Sacrifices, whereby they worlhipp’d 
them; and likewife in the Multitude of their. Media- 
n im tors, between the Gods and Men, who were alfoefteem’d 
it Me by them an inferior Sort of Deities. . Both thefe Kinds’ 
of Idolatry had ftrangely prevail’d, and over-run: the. 
y, Ma World, before the Appearance of our Lord and Saviour,. 


a fi who came on Purpote to deliver Mankind from the hor-" 


l- Hi" rible Superftition and Slavery of the Werthip of falle 
ut 7 Gods, to pull down this Kingdom. of the Devil, and 
n, ‘ to demohth thet Fabrick which he hath been fo long a 
tearing, and fo beat him out of thofe {trong Holds,» 
11S Which he thought had been impregnable. See Sermmos’ 

17. Pofthum, Fol. Vol..1. Pag. 127. | 
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the Brute Beajfs?. There is no Shape too bafe aad viletore< . 


id and Goodnefs, and become one of the vile Slavesi 


his evil Spirit tempting and tormenting them in theShape _. 


painft Witchcraft, and this Cafe in particular, } fubmit — 


he learned Arch-Bifhop Tillotfon upon the following Tests 
rhich, I hope, will have fome Effect with thofe hy | 
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Asrgomiénts on both Sides ; alfo that learned'Speech of Arch-\i- 
fhop Abbot againit the Counte/s , with the King’s Anfwer there. 
g- Kemarks upon the four Letters to a Tory Member, concern- 
ing the Management of the War, and the Negociations, for Pest: 
gn 1709. Pricets. - 
Io, The Tryal of Mervin, Lord Audley, for Sodomy, for which 
he was beheaded Ann. 1631. Price 6d. “ 
tr. 4 Search 1 ti Principles, in a free Conference between Ti- 
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